
 

PROPOSED Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 28 October 2019 (D19/428759) 1 

 

 
 

PROPOSED MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE COBURG TOWN HALL, MORELAND CIVIC 
CENTRE, 90 BELL STREET, COBURG 

ON MONDAY 28 OCTOBER 2019 
 

The Acting Chief Executive Officer, Grant Thorne, opened the meeting at 7 pm and 
welcomed all in attendance. 

The Acting Chief Executive Officer called for a nomination for an Interim Chairperson. 

Cr Abboud nominated Cr Kavanagh. 

Seconded Cr Riley. 

The Chief Executive Officer declared Cr Kavanagh the Interim Chair. 

Carried 

The Acting Chief Executive Officer declared Cr Kavanagh the Interim Chair. 

Cr Kavanagh assumed the chair at 7.01 pm and stated the Council meeting is being held on 
the traditional country of the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung people and acknowledged them as 
Traditional Owners. The Mayor paid her respects to their Elders, past, present and 
emerging, and the Elders from other communities who may be here today.  

Cr Kavanagh acknowledged the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people call Moreland 
home and that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people never ceded sovereignty of their 
lands and have continuously cared for their country for over 60,000 years as the world's 
oldest living culture. 

Cr Kavanagh acknowledged the attendance of: 

• Peter Khalil – Member for Wills 

• Tim Read – Member for Brunswick 

• Samantha Ratnam – MLC 

• Former Mayors of Moreland: 

o Mark Higginbotham 

o Joe Ficarro 

o Joseph Caputo 

 

Present Time In Time Out 

Cr Natalie Abboud  7 pm 7. 25 pm 

Cr Sue Bolton  7 pm 7. 25 pm 

Cr Annalivia Carli Hannan  7 pm 7. 25 pm 

Cr Helen Davidson  7 pm 7. 25 pm 
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Cr Jess Dorney 7 pm 7. 25 pm 

Cr Ali Irfanli  7 pm 7. 25 pm 

Cr John Kavanagh 7 pm 7. 25 pm 

Cr Dale Martin 7 pm 7. 25 pm 

Cr Mark Riley  7 pm 7. 25 pm 

Cr Lambros Tapinos 7 pm 7. 25 pm 

Cr Oscar Yildiz JP  7 pm 7. 25 pm 

APOLOGIES: 

Nil. 

OFFICERS: 

Acting Chief Executive Officer – Grant Thorne 
Director Business Transformation – Sue Vujcevic 
Acting Director City Infrastructure – Greg Gale 
Director City Futures – Kirsten Coster 
Director Community Development – Arden Joseph 
Director Engagement and Partnerships – Joseph Tabacco 
Executive Manager Finance – Liz Rowland 
Manager Corporate Governance – Jodie Watson 
Unit Manager Governance – Sally Curran 

ELECTION OF MAYOR FOR 2019/2020 

The Acting Chief Executive Officer, Grant Thorne called for nominations for the position of 
Mayor for the 2019/2020 Mayoral Year. 

Cr Abboud nominated Cr Riley. 

Cr Riley accepted the nomination. 

Cr Yildiz nominated Cr Tapinos 

Cr Tapinos accepted the nomination 

Following the conduct of the vote, where Cr Tapinos received a majority of the votes, the 
Acting Chief Executive Officer, Grant Thorne declared Cr Tapinos duly elected as the Mayor 
of Moreland City Council for the 2019/2020 Mayoral year. 

CEREMONIAL MAYORAL SPEECH 

At 7.06 pm the newly elected Mayor, Cr Tapinos, assumed the chair and commenced the 
Mayoral speech. 

Good evening and welcome to everyone who has come along tonight. 

I would also like to acknowledge that this meeting is being held on the lands of the 
Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung people. I would like to pay my respects to their Elders past, 
present, and emerging and any elders here today. Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung people have 
been here for tens of thousands of years, or First Nations people represent the oldest 
continuing cultures in the world and I acknowledge their cultural heritage, relationship with 
Country and the contribution they make to the life of our city. 

I acknowledge members of Parliament in the gallery this evening - Peter Khalil - Federal 
member for Wills, Tim Read - State member for Brunswick, Samantha Ratnam MLC, and 
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former Mayors and Councillors of Moreland Joe Caputo, Mark Higginbotham, Joe Ficarra, 
Meghan Hopper and Jo Connellan. 

To my fellow Councillors, Council officers, residents of Moreland and friends: 

I am proud and honoured to stand here as the elected Mayor of this great, vibrant and 
diverse City. Being elected as Mayor is a great privilege. It is also a great honour and 
responsibility, and I thank my fellow Councillors for placing their trust in me to lead this 
Council in 2020. I commit myself to serving the people of Moreland with energy, pride and 
integrity. 

I am determined to lead Moreland City Council in achieving the aspirations for our 
community, while acknowledging that I represent the collective viewpoint of our eleven 
elected Councillors who share equally in the decision-making process. Together we are a 
team; we all have unique talents and perspectives and we are all committed to serving the 
best interests of the Moreland community. 

Councillors, I pledge to you, and all present tonight, that we will work together as a team to 
deliver for our community in the final year of our term. 

To all previous Moreland Mayors who contributed their own unique achievements, I thank 
you for your contribution to our City. In particular, to the outgoing Mayor, Cr Natalie Abboud; 
I acknowledge you brought a great deal of energy to the role and put your heart and soul 
into everything you did as Mayor. Thank you for your hard work and enthusiasm and 
congratulations on a successful Mayoral year. I would also like to acknowledge Cr Mark 
Riley for your work as Deputy Mayor over the past year. I am pleased to also serve on a 
Council with former Mayors Cr John Kavanagh, Cr Helen Davidson and Cr Oscar Yildiz. 
Your experience, support and friendship will be a source of strength and I look forward to 
working with you and all Councillors to deliver for our community. 

This year marks the final year of this Council’s term. It is fair to say, the last few years have 
been challenging, and Council has not always got it right. People must always be at the 
centre of our decision-making, this is your Council, and our job is to make decisions in your 
interest. Ideologically driven decision-making may leave some people behind and result in 
loss of community confidence, but tonight, I commit to bringing the team together to refocus 
and commit on our core responsibility – delivering for our community. 

Council is, and always has been, the closest tier of Government to people. Residents now 
rightly expect to be consulted and listened to, as part of the decision-making process. It is 
incumbent on Council to listen, act and deliver on the basic things that matter most. This 
means roads, rates and rubbish – but it also means looking after those who live in our 
municipality, providing essential services, like meals-on-wheels so many older people can 
stay in their own homes longer. At the other end of the scale, the baby boom means that our 
Maternal and Child health service is busier than ever. Immunisation, working with and 
advocating for young people, and providing for those with disability are all crucial functions of 
local government. 

The Moreland community has always been proudly diverse and multicultural. My own 
background also reflects the diversity of the municipality I now lead. My parents migrated to 
Australia from Greece, with very little money and no knowledge of the English language. 
They settled in Brunswick and worked hard to contribute to the new country they now call 
home. People, like my parents, continue to arrive in Moreland, bringing their food, their 
dress, their languages and their customs and with each arrival enhancing the richness of our 
lives and community. We welcome migrants from around the world to Moreland and we 
encourage them to have a say about how our city develops. 

We will engage with every corner of our diverse community, including non-English speaking 
communities, and consult you before big decisions are made. We will soon announce our 
new online community consultation platform - Conversations Moreland - which will be a great 
opportunity for the community to give feedback, collaborate and get more involved with 
Council and its decision-making. 
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Our municipality is changing. Our population is projected to grow by 43,000 people and 
18,000 households by 2036. We want to better manage the effects of a growing population, 
taking into account what greater densification means for entire neighbourhoods, not just 
immediate areas. Just as Moreland is changing, so is the climate. The planning we do today 
has to help create a sustainable, liveable future in a municipality that will become hotter and 
more densely populated. We need to make wise decisions now for the residents of 
tomorrow. Our role in guiding and shaping development has never been more important than 
it is right now. I know that many of our citizens are concerned about the rate of change and 
quality of development in our City. We expect developments in Moreland to be of high 
quality, accessible to all people, environmentally sustainable and stay within the designated 
height limits. Getting this right is vital, not only just to restore community faith in planning 
decisions but also because it affects the long-term shape of Moreland. 

We want to increase the amount of open space, especially in areas that are experiencing 
high levels of development and that need it most. Because open space is essential to create 
a liveable city and we want to ensure every resident in Moreland lives within walking 
distance of a park. 

The level crossing at Coburg is one of Melbourne’s most dangerous, holding up over 40,000 
cars every day. After several years of campaigning by previous Moreland Mayors, including 
myself, we are delighted that level crossings will be removed in Moreland. In May 2017, I 
was quoted in The Age newspaper saying, “bring sky rail to the north” and I am pleased the 
State Government yesterday awarded the contract for the level crossings at Bell Street, 
Munro Street, Reynard Street and Moreland Road. 

But this project won’t just make Moreland safer and cut congestion on our roads – it’ll also 
create over 2.5 kilometres of new open space, 125 new bike parking spaces and three times 
the number of trees planted along the corridor. Although this is a State Government project, 
we have an important advocacy role to play in order to get the best possible outcome for our 
community. We look forward to these dangerous level crossings going in 2020 and Glenroy 
Road in 2022. 

And all the while we have to plan for our much loved and important community services such 
as swimming pools, arts, festivals, sport and recreation spaces, our libraries, kindergartens 
and the services for our young people and seniors. Council will continue to plan and deliver 
results in each of these areas to the highest levels possible. 

So what is in store for the next 12 months?  

We will be continuing the work we have already started across major projects and strategic 
plans to make Moreland connected, progressive and responsible. 

We will continue creating new parks for our communities who need it most and I am very 
much looking forward to opening two new parks mid next year. These brand new open 
spaces will be in Tinning Street and West Street in Brunswick. Concept plans for each park 
are now available for the public to view, and I must say, they look fantastic. 

We will continue to upgrade or existing open space and enhance sports facilities and 
children’s playgrounds. I will ask that we bring forward money in the budget for the 
implementation of the precinct plans for Charles Mutton Reserve in Fawkner and Fleming 
Park in Brunswick East. We will continue to support recycling and our food and garden 
organics collection service, encouraging more and more residents to put food scraps in the 
green bin, so we can have it turned into compost. 

We will continue to support our traders and small businesses, particularly on Sydney Road, 
we want to create more jobs in Moreland for people to live and work locally. 

We will continue the Wheatsheaf Community Hub project, with construction to start later this 
financial year and be completed in 2021 and begin preparation for Saxon Street Community 
Hub. 

There’s no doubt Moreland is a great place to live, work and raise a family, but we know 
there’s more work to be done. 
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Next year marks 20 years of friendship between Moreland and Aileu in East Timor. On 4 
May 2000, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed by Xanana Gusmao with the local 
governments of Hume and Moreland. Next year I will not be taking the Mayoral car, but to 
celebrate this friendship agreement I will ask Councillors instead to allocate money that 
would have been allocated for the Mayoral car to scholarships for children in Aileu, to help 
them realise their ambitions and support the development of their society in a sustainable 
way. 

I would like to give special thanks to my many friends in the Australian Labor Party and the 
Australian Workers Union, many of whom are here tonight. To my family, who are also here, 
thank you for your encouragement and support. 

This Mayoral term represents the last year of the Council term, with the next Local 
Government election at the end of 2020.  While this period can sometimes be one of intense 
political activity, I call on Councillors to still hold firm to the core nature of our roles which is 
to plan for, provide for and work together the benefit of our Moreland community. 

I know this team of Councillors is up to the challenge and I look forward to working with 
them, Council staff and the community to make Moreland an even better city.  

After all, we are - One Community. Proudly Diverse. 

POSITION OF DEPUTY MAYOR  

Cr Abboud Moved, Cr Kavanagh Seconded: 

That Council establishes the role of Deputy Mayor for the 2019/2020 Mayoral Year. 

Carried Unanimously 

 

ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR FOR 2019/2020 

The Acting Chief Executive Officer, Grant Thorne called for nominations for the position of 
Deputy Mayor for the 2019/2020 Mayoral Year. 

Cr Riley nominated Cr Abboud  

Cr Abboud accepted the nomination.  

Cr Tapinos nominated Cr Yildiz 

Cr Yildiz accepted the nomination. 

Following the conduct on the vote where Cr Yildiz received a majority of the votes, the Acting 
Chief Executive Officer declared Cr Yildiz duly elected as Deputy Mayor of Moreland City 
Council for the 2019/2020 Mayoral year. 

 

PRESENTATION TO OUTGOING MAYOR  

The Mayor made a presentation to Cr Natalie Abboud, the outgoing Mayor, and thanked Cr 
Abboud for their term as Mayor.  

Cr Abboud addressed the meeting. 

The Mayor closed the meeting at 7.25 pm. 

Confirmed 
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Cr Tapinos 
MAYOR 


