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The call for proposals is now open for the 2021 exhibition program at the Counihan Gallery In 
Brunswick.  

Artists and curators are invited to submit proposals for projects that can be developed and achieved in 
the next year. As an Art+Climate=Change 2021 venue partner, the Gallery welcomes proposals with 
strong links to climate change and social or political issues that might be considered as a festival 
exhibition in the month of April and May, 2021. More information about the festival can be found at 
climarte.org.  
 
The gallery welcomes proposals from career/professional artists from all cultural backgrounds that meet 
the selection criteria and align with the Gallery’s objectives. 
 
A free information session detailing the Counihan Gallery In Brunswick exhibition application process will 
be held at the gallery on Tuesday 5 May at 6 pm followed by a Q&A session. 
 

Priority is given to proposals that: 
 
 Promote innovation, diversity and quality in visual arts practice 
 Demonstrate a high level of conceptual awareness 
 Present a coherent body of work 
 Present work in a professional manner and exhibits a high level of competency 
 Include images of artworks of a high standard 

Exhibition proposals will be assessed by a panel comprising the Gallery Curator, the Gallery Assistant, 
the Unit Manager of Arts and Culture, a representative of the Moreland Arts Board and invited 
independent professionals. This group will make recommendations to the Director of Social 
Development for approval. Other members of the Moreland Arts Board will also be consulted during this 
process.   
 
Please note that appeals will not be considered, as the decision of the Selection Panel is considered final.  
 
Please contact the Gallery if you have any questions in making your application. 

 

Applications can be submitted at any time during the proposals period but will only be assessed after the 
closing date of Friday 26 June 2020, 5 pm.  
 
Please note that submitting an application does not guarantee inclusion in the annual program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://climarte.org/
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Front cover credit: Chris Bowes. Tessellate, 2019 (detail). Computer, screens, cables, webcam and code. 
Dimensions variable. Image courtesy of the artist 

 Please thoroughly read this Exhibition Application Pack before applying 
 Applications are to be submitted online here: 

https://morelandcitycouncil.snapforms.com.au/form/counihan-gallery-in-brunswick-exhibition-
application-form-2021 

 

The online application form requires the following items: 

 Up-to-date contact details  
o If applying for a group show, please nominate a representative to be the main 

contact 
 Full names of all contributing artists/curators 
 A working exhibition title  
 10 x images 

o Please save all images as JPEGs in the following format: Artist Name. Artwork title, 
Year. Dimensions 

o We understand that you may not have completed the work you are proposing to 
exhibit. In this instance, please include a selection of images that best represent your 
practice. You may also wish to include diagrams of proposed works and/or works-in-
progress 

 We are currently unable to accept video files via online application 
o Please submit video files to counihangallery@moreland.vic.gov.au via WeTransfer or 

One Drive. We are unfortunately unable to accept Google Drive or DropBox links. 
Alternatively, you may submit your work on a USB 

o Video files should be uploaded as MP4, MOV or AVI files (please do not use Apple 
ProRes or Apple Intermediate encoding) and saved in the following format: Artist 
Name. Artwork Title, Year. Video specs 

o Please include both a short 1-minute-long excerpt and the full-length version of your 
work  

 A consideration of which gallery space you prefer to exhibit in (please see floor plan on page 
10). Please note that the new gallery with the window facing Sydney Road is programmed 
separately to the spaces allocated for those programmed for applications and not available 
through this process 

 A consideration of which half of the year you would prefer to exhibit in 
 A 250-word project description, which outlines the ideas and themes of your project and 

how it would be suited to the Counihan Gallery 
 A 150-word exhibition design description, explaining how the work will look when installed 

and outlining any technical requirements 
 A current Curriculum Vitae (1-page maximum per artist/curator) 
 Additional material in the form of plans or drawings to support your written proposal (if 

needed) 
 Signed acknowledgement of exhibitor requirements and responsibilities (detailed below) 

 

https://morelandcitycouncil.snapforms.com.au/form/counihan-gallery-in-brunswick-exhibition-application-form-2021
https://morelandcitycouncil.snapforms.com.au/form/counihan-gallery-in-brunswick-exhibition-application-form-2021
mailto:counihangallery@moreland.vic.gov.au
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The Counihan Gallery In Brunswick opened in 1999 and is Moreland Council’s contemporary art Gallery, 
named in honour of Australian artist and activist, Noel Counihan (1913-1986). The Gallery is in the heart 
of Sydney Road’s thriving arts and culture precinct, inside the Brunswick Town Hall.   
 
The Counihan Gallery In Brunswick aims to promote creativity and inspire innovation and diversity in the 
visual arts through its annual exhibition program. It also endeavours to encourage discussion and debate 
about new ideas and issues in contemporary art and culture. The Gallery program provides visitors the 
opportunity to experience the breadth of contemporary art practice by local and international artists 
through its innovative and thought-provoking exhibition programs.  
 

 Promote the value and importance of the visual arts in Moreland by developing and maintaining a 
diverse program of contemporary art  

 Promote and inspire innovation and diversity in the visual arts 
 Provide a professional venue for the presentation of contemporary visual arts and public programs 
 Support and strengthen the capacity of local artists to engage with the Moreland community 
 Generate discussion and debate about new ideas and issues in contemporary art and culture 
 Plan, develop and manage the Gallery in accordance with Council policies and directions  
 Facilitate equity of access to cultural resources. 

 

Gallery contact information Gallery hours 

Telephone: 03 9389 8622 
Email: counihangallery@moreland.vic.gov.au 
 

Wednesday to Saturday 11 am – 5 pm 
Sunday 1 pm – 5 pm  
Closed Public Holidays and between shows 
for installation  

The Gallery normally runs as a venue for hire exhibition space hired in its entirety or in two separate 
halves. Exhibitions usually run for up to 6 weeks. The Gallery is closed on public holidays (this may affect 
the number of days an exhibition is open to the public).  

Gallery Location Price Duration 

Gallery 1 Middle/Entry exhibition 
space plus glass vitrine 

$500 Approx. 6 weeks 

Gallery 2 Rear exhibition space $500 Approx. 6 weeks 

Gallery 1 & 2 Both above $1,000 Approx. 6 weeks 

New Gallery Front/window exhibition 
space 

Not for hire Separate schedule 

 

mailto:counihangallery@moreland.vic.gov.au
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As part of the Gallery hire fee, the Gallery provides exhibitors with: 
 Professional assistance from Gallery staff in the development and coordination of the exhibition 
 Staffing of the Gallery during opening hours (the Gallery is closed on public holidays and between 

exhibitions for installation) 
 Major aspects of marketing the exhibition (see Marketing section below for more information) 
 Media release and publicity opportunities  
 Design and printing of exhibition invitations  
 Vinyl lettering signage for exhibition 
 Assistance with exhibition design, installation and lighting  
 Access to Gallery tools and audio-visual equipment including: DVD players, media players, sound 

system, digital projectors and televisions 
 A variety of plinths for display purposes  
 Use of a PA system for opening event 
 Gallery Staff assistance at exhibition opening 
 Catering for exhibition openings (please see page 7 for further information) 
 Use of Town Hall kitchen (subject to availability), glasses and platters for the opening 
 After hours alarm protection and security 

As part of the Gallery hire fee, the Gallery provides exhibitors with: 
 Design, printing and mailout of standard format invitations to the Gallery’s mailing list, community, 

media organisations, and exhibitors’ own distribution  
 E-newsletter emailed to the Gallery’s distribution list 
 Development and distribution of a Media Release  
 Art Almanac and Art Guide listings (please note that all other publicity and advertising costs are to be 

met by the exhibitor). The exhibitor can advertise in other publications at the exhibitor’s own cost. 
Proofs of all publicity must be approved by the Gallery before printing and distribution   

 Inclusion of exhibition details and public programs on Council’s website, Gallery Facebook Page, 
Gallery Instagram, ArtsHub, Art.Base, and on the 3RRR FM Arts Diary 

 The Gallery does not provide a publicist for exhibitions.  Exhibitors may contact local media outlets (e.g. 
radio, newspapers, etc.) to organise additional publicity in consultation with the gallery 
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 Actualising the exhibition proposed for inclusion in the Gallery’s annual program 
 Providing the curator with a short biographical statement, artist statement and artwork details for the 

promotion of the exhibition 
 Providing information for a media release (to be written in conjunction with Gallery staff) 
 Providing a selection of high quality digital images for invitations, publicity and reproduction purposes 
 Assisting with the installation and deinstallation of the exhibition 
 Delivery and collection of artworks to and from the Gallery (all costs to be met by the exhibitor) 
 Payment of the Gallery hire fee at the end of the exhibition 
 Organising and booking of an appropriate opening night speaker to launch the exhibition (if desired) 
 Catalogue production costs (if desired) 
 Any additional advertising or publicity costs need to be approved by Gallery staff before distribution 
 Exhibitors are encouraged to develop public program activities in conjunction with Gallery staff, such 

as artist talks or workshops 

As the Gallery is operated and funded by Moreland City Council, successful applicants must 
acknowledge Moreland City Council on all publicity material which includes:  
 
 Moreland City Council logo alongside the Gallery logo on all material generated for the exhibition 
 An opportunity for a Moreland City Council representative to speak at the opening and any other 

activities associated with the exhibition 
 Proofs of all marketing collateral must be approved through the gallery by the Council’s 

Communications unit before printing   
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Exhibition openings are generally held on a Thursday evening between 6 – 8 pm.  
On occasion Saturday afternoons between 2 – 4 pm are scheduled.  

 Gallery staff are provided and will manage the bar for two hours. Drink service winds down 30 
minutes before the conclusion of the event. Only pre-poured drinks and open bottles are served from 
this time. 

 The Gallery covers the cost of a set amount of food and beverage for opening night (usually a few food 
platters, a case of red and white wine and some non-alcoholic beverages). 

 Council policy insists that any serving of alcohol be accompanied by food. Food must be prepared and 
served strictly in accordance with relevant food safety guidelines. Gallery staff can assist exhibitors for 
specific dietary needs in identifying catering suppliers that meet the appropriate food safety 
requirements. The booking of the Council kitchen facility is made by the Curator on behalf of the 
exhibitor. 

Moreland City Council will not be held responsible for any loss or damage to artworks (during 
transportation, display or storage), or personal injury to Gallery exhibitors. Exhibitors are advised to take 
out personal accident cover and insurance to cover loss or damage to artworks during transportation, 
storage and exhibition. 
 

The Gallery exhibition program is established a year in advance and timelines for installation and de-
installation need to be strictly adhered to. Timelines will be established by the Curator in consultation 
with the exhibitor/s.  
 
The Gallery encourages artists to think creatively about the display and presentation of their work. All 
decisions regarding the display of work must be made in consultation with the Gallery Curator. Exhibitors 
are encouraged to actively participate in the installation process and provide floor plans/layout prior to 
installation. The Gallery Curator retains the right to make final decisions on Gallery presentation. 
 
The exhibitor is responsible for any additional costs associated with the hire or purchase of non-standard 
display equipment or additional expenses associated with the presentation and display of their work.   
 
Installation of all exhibitions occurs with strict adherence to the Occupational Health and Safety Act 
2004. A risk assessment process occurs prior to the installation of artwork and exhibitors must notify 
Gallery staff about any potential health and safety issues connected to the exhibition, especially if special 
installation equipment is required.   
 
Attendance at a briefing session with Gallery staff prior to the installation period to discuss all installation 
issues is compulsory. 
 
The number of works to be displayed will be at the discretion of the Gallery Curator.  The Gallery 
reserves the right not to display works considered unsuitable for any reason or if the quality or quantity 
of work submitted is inappropriate for the exhibition space. The exhibiting artists will be consulted during 
the installation of any such instance.  
 
The Gallery is unable to provide storage facilities. Artworks, packaging and tools cannot be left at the 
Gallery outside of the exhibition period. Failure to collect artworks on completion of the exhibiting period 
will incur charges to the exhibitor(s) to cover; venue hire costs, staff costs for de-installation and removal 
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of artworks.  Artworks not collected by a date agreed to by the exhibitor and the Gallery Curator will be 
disposed of at the Gallery’s discretion. 
 
The Counihan Gallery is fitted with a loading dock. Exhibitors are encouraged to use this for loading art 
work on installation and deinstallation days. Access to this dock is made via the rear of the venue on 
Saxon Street, Brunswick, and accessible from Michael Street. 

The Gallery operates three independent lighting systems:  
1. Exhibition track lighting is configured in four grid sections to reflect the ceiling panels. Currently, the 

track lighting consists of movable LED Erco flood lights and several spot lights.  A separate panel 
controls specific lighting levels. 

2. Atmospheric lighting is provided by a series of recessed downlights that are fixed in the Gallery’s 
four timber ceiling panels. 

3. General lighting for installation is provided by fluorescent ceiling mounted battens around the 
perimeter of the exhibition space. 

The Gallery is inside the Brunswick Town Hall. The Gallery has an intruder detection system in place and 
is fitted with ceiling mounted detectors and a camera. The Gallery also has a system of closed circuit 
television monitoring.  

The Counihan Gallery In Brunswick is a public Gallery and no commission is taken. Proceeds from sales 
go directly to the exhibitor(s). The exhibitor is responsible for arranging payment and collection of 
artworks. The interested purchaser’s details will be passed directly to the artist, who will be responsible 
for getting in contact with the buyer to arrange the sale and collection of the artwork. No payments 
(including deposits) will be taken by Gallery staff members. 
 
Please note that arrangements for the collection and distribution of sold artworks are the responsibility of 
the artist and must take place outside the Gallery premises after the conclusion of the exhibition.  

Moreland City Council provide the Moreland Community Development Grants Program to support 
community initiatives (see moreland.vic.gov.au for more details).  Moreland City Council funding cannot 
be sought to subsidise the Gallery hire fee however applications can be made for public programs or 
activities associated with the exhibition.  Applications for Moreland Community Development Grants are 
separate to applications for exhibitions at the Counihan Gallery In Brunswick, and the success of one 
does not confirm or ensure the success of the other.  When applying for exhibitions at the Gallery it is 
expected that the proposed exhibition will be undertaken whether funding is approved or not.  The 
Gallery can provide a letter of in-principle support for funding applications (for external funding agencies) 
where required. The name Counihan Gallery In Brunswick must not be used in any grant or sponsorship 
application without the written approval of The Counihan Gallery In Brunswick. 
 
 

 

http://moreland.vic.gov.au/
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All measurements are in centimetres. 1:88  


