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Good Design Advice Sheets

Communal
Access Areas 3
WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? 
 
Communal areas that are designed to 
prioritise people instead of vehicles can vastly 
improve streetscape appearances, public-
private interfaces and provide a greater sense 
of ownership for residents. 
 
An integrated approach to vehicle 
accessways and pedestrian paths can allow 
them to function as communal areas. 
Considering landscaping, interaction to built 
forms and safety can result in significant 
improvements. These considerations not only 
improve the immediate development, but the 
surrounding areas’ street safety and 
neighbourly interactions. 

RESCODE REFERENCE: 

55.0 hbourhood Character &

Infr ure

1 – Neighbourhood character objective

3 – Dwelling diversity objective

5 – Integration with the street objective

55.03 Site Layout & Building Massing

1 – Street setback objective

2 – Building height objective

55.06 Detailed Design

1 – Design detail objective

2 – Front fences objective

3 – Common property objective

De e Avoid Illustration 
Con ments of 

car parking amenities 

Choose between a fully concealed 

vehicle access way with high quality 

surface materials and landscaping or 

a fully exposed vehicle accessway 

with high quality garage door and 

landscaping 

Fully concealed car parking rooftops 

can provide additional planting 

opportunities as part of the private 

open space 

Basements or semi-basements can 

often be achevied on sites with a 

slope without expensive excavation. 

Basement car parking allows much 

of the ground floor to be used as 

private open space or communal 

space instead of a long driveway. 

 

 

 

 

Half-open under-

crofts or 

lightweight 

structures over 

driveways which 

prevent trees and 

landscaping to be 

integrated into 

the vehicle 

access area. 

often be achevied on sites with a

slope without expensive excavation.

Basement car parking allows much 

of the ground floor to be used as

private open space or communalp p p

space instead of a long driveway.

private open space or communal 
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Design Response Avoid Illustration 
Creating shared pedestrian and 

vehicle access  

Co-locating access, vehicle and 

pedestrian areas encourage 

residents to use the driveway as a 

communal area, rather than an 

underutilised single-use vehicle area   

Sites located adjacent to public 

open space however, greatly benefit 

from a separated walkway entry 

along the edge to the public open 

space, providing important 

activation 

Provide appropriate high quality 

material finishes to driveway areas 

to enhance the sense of pedestrian 

priority 

Low-level lighting (such as bollard 

lighting), landscaping and outdoor 

furniture (such as bench and play 

equiptment) can further enhance 

the communal feel and prioritise 

pedestrian use in these shared areas 

Legible signage should be provided 

for large developments to allow 

way-finding to each dwelling  

Communal mailboxes can be 

integrated with the street address 

and integrated with the landscaping 

of pedestrian areas. 

 

 

Separated 

walkways which 

otherwise could 

be turned into 

private open 

spaces  

Poor quality 

lighting 

Poor quality 

materials and 

finishes for 

driveway 

surfaces. 

 

Providing passive surveillance to the 

driveway  

Garage doors should be intercepted 

by entries and windows to provide 

surveillance to the driveway.  Upper 

level(s) should provide activation to 

the lower level using balcony or 

window. 

High quality, ‘fine grain materials’ 

should be used for garage doors, to 

improve the sense that the space is 

intended primarily for people, not 

vehicles 

Garage door design should also 

incorporate some transparency 

(such as using window or 

perforated/slatted material) to aid 

passive surveillance and access to 

natural light   

Lighting should be either integrated 

on the building wall or as part of the 

landscaping design, using bollard 

lighting or similar. 

 

 

Garages which 

are continuous 

and restrict the 

widths of 

pedestrian entry 

foyers 

No lighting or the 

use of spotlight 

lighting. 

Sites located adjacent to public 

open space however, greaaaaaaaatlttttt y benefit

from a separated walkway entry 

along the edge to the public open

space, providing important 

activation

Provide appropriate high quality 

material finishes to driveway areas

to enhance the sense of pedestrian 

priority 

Low-level lighting (such as bollard

lighting), landscaping and outdoor 

f it ( h b h d l

spaces 

Poor quality 

lighting 

Poor quality 

materials and

finishes for 

driveway 

surfaces. 

Garage doors should be interc

by entries and windows to provide

surveillance to the driveway.  Upper 

level(s) should provide activation to

the lower level using balcony or 

window.

High quality, ‘fine grain materials’ 

should be used for garage doors, to 

improve the sense that the space is

intended primarily for people, not

vehicles

Garage door design should also 

incorporate some transparency

(such as using window or 

perforated/slatted material) to aid

passive surveillance and access to 

natural light  

Lighting should be either integrated 

on the buiiiilding wall or as part of the 

landscaping design, using bollard

lighting or similar

Garages which 

are continuous 

and restrict the 

widths of

pedestrian entry 

foyers

No lighting or the 

use of spotlight 

lighting.
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Design Response Avoid Illustration 
Reducing the visual dominance of 

vehicle areas  

For side-by-side duplexes, driveway 

or carport should be located on the 

far sides, and setback from the front 

facade to be visually recessive  

The width of the garages and 

outdoor carports should not be 

more than half of the building 

frontage to the street 

Locate driveway from the rear lane 

whenever possible.  Communal car 

parking should also be considered. 

 

 

 

Centrally locating 

the driveway in 

relation to the 

building facade. 

Integrating utilities and services into 

overall design 

A recessed area should be provided 

for communal mailboxes. The mail 

box area should be low-height to 

blend with the landscaping 

Combine the mailbox area with 

some amenities such as lighting, 

benches and landscaping to create a 

pleasant spot for communal 

interaction 

Locate gas and water metres to be 

integrated with the fence or behind 

the line the building line 

Locate high utility box behind the 

building line, integrated with the 

building’s wall or with the side fence  

Individual units which have a direct 

street entry should have a separated 

concealed area for mailboxes, 

metres and bins as part of the fence 

and entrance design 

Consider the use of individual or 

communal intercom systems for 

efficient delivery of post packages. 

This is especially important for large 

developments and for units without 

a secure front terrace.   

 

 

 

Locating 

mailboxes in 

areas at risk from 

moving cars 

Locating high 

utility boxes 

within the front 

setback. 

facade to be visually recessive 

The width of the garages and 

outdoor carports should not be 

more than half offfffff thttt e building 

frontage to the street

Locate driveway from the rear lane 

whenever possible.  Communal car 

parking should also be considered. 

building facade. 
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Design Response Avoid Illustration 
Stormwater and passive irrigation 

Stormwater and garden irrigation 

should be included in the landscape 

plan to minimise water usage and 

ongoing maintenance 

Consider the use of water run-off 

from the vehicle accessway fed into 

a strip of landscaping to provide 

treatment for the water run-off. 

Consider harvesting roof water from 

the downpipe into a planter bed to 

irrigate plants. Refer to the 

Downpipe diversion and raingarden 

instruction sheets from Melbourne 

Water 

Stormwater overflow drainage will 

be required. 

 

Large hard paved 

areas without 

landscaping and 

porous paving. 

Porous Paving 

Provide areas of porous paving as 

part of open hard surfaces such as 

driveways. Materials can include 

loose gravel, structural gravel, 

structural grass, masonry pavers or 

engineered pavers 

Provide appropriate construction 

details to ensure the permeability of 

porous paving. Refer to the porous 

paving instruction sheet from 

Melbourne Water. 

 

 

Poorly 

constructed 

porous paving 

which is 

impermeable. 

Waste areas 

Locate bin areas behind the building 

line combined with the building’s 

wall or with the side fence.  

Landscaping should be utilised to 

improve the appearance of these 

areas 

Provide bin enclosures to conceal 

bins with the size fitting Moreland 

Council's bin sizes. 

Provide an additional bin space for 

future on-site green waste bin. 

Provide an additional space for a 

communal compost bin or a 

communal wormfarm. 

 

Designating no 

space for 

communal bin 

areas 

Poor appearance 

of bins, visible 

from the street. 

areas without

landscaping and

porous paving. 

space for

communal bin 

areas

Poor appearance 

of bins, visible 

from the street. 
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