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History 

Locality history 
The suburb of Brunswick is part of the traditional land of the Wurundjeri who occupied this 
area, which they named Iramoo, for many thousands of years. The area achieved local 



governance as the newly formed Borough of Brunswick in 1857; the municipality was 
elevated to the Town of Brunswick in 1888 and to the City of Brunswick in 1908.  
 
Brunswick, located a few miles north of central Melbourne, was first surveyed in 1839 to 
provide 16 farming allotments ranging in size from 100 to 300 acres. The early allotments 
each had a frontage to either the Moonee Ponds or Merri Creeks and to a rough north–south 
track that soon became known as the Sydney Road. The allotments were quickly sold over 
three auctions, mostly to private speculators, and re-subdivision began almost immediately. 
On the west side of Sydney Road James Simpson subdivided his allotment, creating Albert 
(then Carmarthen) and Victoria (then Llandillo) streets. When Thomas Wilkinson purchased 
the allotment on the opposite side of Sydney Road he extended Victoria and Albert streets. 
This pattern was repeated many times, and each time the land was divided into smaller and 
smaller allotments (Context 1990:10). 
 
The Colony of Victoria expanded rapidly during the 1850s with the gold rushes and in the 
twenty years between 1846 and 1865 Brunswick's population grew from 146 to 3000, 
creating a strong demand for housing. People were drawn by the considerable local industry, 
including stone quarries, brick-works and potteries, and steel works. The sequence of 
subdivision generally followed transport and access routes. The opening of the railway to 
Coburg in 1884 and the cable tram along Sydney Road in 1887, providing direct access to the 
centre of the city of Melbourne, encouraged the subdivision and development of land along 
these routes. Sydney Road became a busy hub of commercial development, with the strip 
characterised by double-storey Victorian-era shopfronts, with many highly decorative ‘boom 
style’ examples. 
 
Brunswick developed as a self-contained and close-knit community that was home to rich 
and poor. Whilst the vast bulk of its housing was built for the working and artisan classes, 
there was also a sprinkling of more salubrious residences including grand two-storey terrace 
houses and freestanding villas occupied by the middle-class factory owners, merchants and 
professionals, notably in Blyth Street, Park Street and Brunswick Road. Mansions were rare, 
with Michael Dawson’s ‘Dawsonhurst’ built in the 1850s on his Phoenix Park estate 
(demolished 1880s) being a notable exception. 
 
The process of subdivision of the larger estates for house blocks accelerated rapidly during 
the economic boom of the 1880s and was accompanied by an escalation in land prices; in the 
twenty years from 1865 to the 1880s the population of Brunswick more than tripled to 
14,000. Many of the houses built during the boom were small cottages, particularly in the 
form of terrace housing, which were built to accommodate the growing number of workers 
employed in the expanding local industries. A large proportion of workers’ housing was 
erected as rental accommodation. Typically, it was the members of the local middle class and 
the aspiring working class, who were engaged in speculative housing development, became 
the landlords for many local workers’ rental accommodation.  
 
Following the bank crash of 1891 and the extended depression of the 1890s, development 
ground to a halt. Many newly built houses in Brunswick were left vacant and many of the 
new estates offered for sale toward the end of the boom remained undeveloped until the early 
twentieth century (Historica 2010:59-62). Renewed local prosperity in the early 1900s was 
fuelled by a boom in industrial development in Brunswick, which benefited from the 
introduction of import duties after Federation. 
 



In 1905 the population had reached 24,000 and by 1928 it had more than doubled to 55,799 
(Barnes 1987:64). The rapid growth of Brunswick during the early twentieth century was 
once again driven by the expansion of employment opportunities and improvements to public 
transport and by 1930 there were 300 factories in Brunswick, employing over 6000 workers 
(Historica 2010:32). These were predominantly in the clothing, textiles and footwear 
industries, which employed a significant number of women workers. During this time, many 
of the nineteenth-century subdivisions were re-offered for sale whilst the remaining areas of 
farming land and large estates in the east and west of Brunswick were carved up to meet the 
unprecedented demand for housing. By the end of the 1930s the suburban development of 
Brunswick was almost complete (Context 1990:12). 
 
Place history 
In the nineteenth century Park Street developed as one of the more desirable addresses in 
Brunswick due to its location in proximity to (and for much of its length, overlooking) Royal 
Park and Princes Park and the fashionable suburbs of Parkville and Carlton. It was renowned 
for its large homes, which were occupied by middle-class merchants and professionals. A 
second wave of development occurred in the early twentieth century when some of the 
original larger estates were subdivided and new homes built. 
 
The house, formerly known as ‘The Elms’, located at 683 Park Street, Brunswick (formerly 
33 Park Street), was built or extended by Melbourne City Councillor William Strong in 1886 
on the site of an earlier brick house that was erected between 1866 and 1872 (RB 1866/67, 
1871/72; RB 1885, 1886). From 1872 until 1885 the property, owned and occupied by 
William Strong, was described as a 6-roomed brick house with stables (RB 1871/72). Strong 
was described as a contractor and a gentleman. In 1886 the property, still owned by Strong, 
was described as a 10-roomed brick house and the valuation had almost doubled to £100 (RB 
1886). 
 
William Strong (1843-1915) was born in Ireland and immigrated with his family to 
Melbourne in 1862 (Age, 26 April 1915: 8, obituary, William Strong). He married Eliza Ann 
Morrow in 1863 and they had five children. From at least 1868 William Strong was 
employed as the overseer of works for the City of Melbourne (Argus, 2 October 1868: 6). In 
1869, he was residing in Peel Street, North Melbourne, but by the following year he had 
moved to Park Street, Brunswick (Bendigo Advertiser, 1 November 1870: 3; SM 1869) and 
from 1873, Strong’s street address was given as 4 Park Street, Brunswick (SM 1874); his 
brother Joseph, who was also a contractor, was also living in Park Street (no street number 
given) by that year.  
 
‘The Elms’ is a relatively rare example of a gentleman’s villa in Brunswick and was 
presumably designed by an architect (although no record of an architect has been found). The 
MMBW detail plan of 1902 shows the sizeable residence occupying an extensive allotment 
that was both wide and deep, extending through to Brunswick Road. The house had bay 
window on the facade, which was framed by a curved garden bed, and a substantial return 
verandah that extended along the west side of the house. Whilst there were several 
comparable homes in Park Street in the early 1900s, where the more salubrious of 
Brunswick’s housing was concentrated, none of the other comparable examples were on such 
a generous allotment. Within the extensive grounds, there were formal garden beds and 
asphalt pathways, which are marked on the 1902 plan. The house name ‘The Elms’ suggests 
there were once Elm trees. There were stables and what was possibly a coach house at the 
rear, as well as several sheds, with one possibly used as a garden shed. 



 

 
MMBW Detail Plan No. 1105, dated 1902 (source: State Library of Victoria) 
 
William Strong worked for twenty years as an inspector of works for the City of Melbourne 
from the late 1860s, and subsequently worked as a private contractor. He was responsible for 
Melbourne’s first timber footpath in Flinders Street and was elected a councillor of the City 
of Melbourne in 1882 (City of Melbourne, City Collection). He was Lord Mayor of 
Melbourne from 1895 to 1897, represented the City Council on the Committee of the 
MMBW, and served as a local justice of the peace. The Melbourne City Council described 
Strong’s significant service to the community as follows: 
 

As Chairman of the Indian Famine Fund, William Strong raised large sums of money. 
He also served on the committee of the Queen Victoria Infectious Diseases Hospital, 
was President of the Committee of the Austin Hospital in 1895, and a vice-president 
of the Melbourne Hospital Board. At the time of his death in 1915, aged 83, he was 
one of the oldest and most respected members of the City Council. (City of 
Melbourne, City Collection website) 

 

 



Alderman William Stanley Strong of the Melbourne City Council, 1892 (source: State Library 
of Victoria) 
 
On his death in 1915, Strong’s property at 33 (683) Park Street, Brunswick, was valued at the 
sizeable sum of £2355. At that time, it was described as a brick villa containing 10 rooms, 
along with stables and outbuildings (PROV 1915). William Strong was survived by his wife 
and five children (Age, 26 April 1915: 8). The house remained in the name of William 
Strong’s estate until c.1917 (RB 1895–1917). William’s brother Joseph Strong had also died 
at ‘The Elms’ in 1909, aged 69. 
 
Ownership was transferred from Strong’s estate to Jessie and Leslie Sturrock who owned the 
property until c.1923, when Isaac Goldbloom purchased the house (RB 1919–1923). 
Goldbloom was described in the Rate Books as a knitting manufacturer and in 1929 the 
property was rated as having a ‘factory at rear’ (RB 1923–1929). An advertisement in the 
Age confirms that a factory was located on the property with the ‘double-fronted brick-
cement villa residence’ (Age, 23 September 1937:7). In c.1929 Nathan Abraham purchased 
the property and the house continued to be rated with a factory (RB 1929–1940). In 1939, the 
house was one of the highest rated on the north side of the street and had a net annual value 
of £160 (RB 1940). Abraham owned the property until at least 1940 (RB 1940). Abraham 
Goldstone, a mantle manufacturer was rated as the tenant of the property in 1940 (SM 1940; 
RB 1940).  
 
683 Park Street was known as No. 33 until at least 1974, after which time the street numbers 
changed and it was allocated 683 (SM). In 1974 the Melbourne street directory describes No. 
33 as Parklands Guest House and gives the name of D. Andronis as the occupant (SM). 
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Description  
The house at 683 Park Street, Brunswick, is a substantial Victorian Italianate villa, one of a 
number of houses built along Park Street, on the border of Brunswick and North Carlton 
overlooking or close to the parklands. Houses along this street are generally larger and more 
elaborate than what might typically be expected in Brunswick.  
 
The house is sited centrally on a large block and set back behind an original iron palisade 
fence (currently obscured by hedge) on a bluestone plinth with central entrance gates that is 
shown on the 1902 MMBW plan. The house is relatively large, being four rooms deep. 
 
Typical of the style, the house is asymmetrical in plan with a canted bay projecting to one 
side and a M-type hipped roof clad in slate with paired eaves brackets and a moulded 
stringcourse. Walls to the main façade are rendered with bluestone foundations and have 
decorative quoining to the corners, and there are several rendered chimneys with moulded 
cornices. The verandah now has a skillion profile and returns along the western side and 
meets the projecting hipped bay at the rear. It has cast iron verandah posts with Corinthian 
capitals and cast-iron frieze and brackets, and there is an applied scalloped detail to the 
verandah beam. Bluestone steps lead to the entrance doorway, which has sidelights and 
highlights.  
 
The projecting bay has three segmental arch double-hung timber sash windows (the side 
windows having narrower profiles) with cement render hood moulds and imposts and a 
continuous moulded sill with brackets. The tripartite window beneath the front verandah has 
colonettes between the sections and a moulded sill.  
 
Intactness and integrity 
The plan of the original section of the house appears to be the same as it appears in the 1902 
MMBW plan. Overall, it has good intactness and integrity with relatively minor alterations. 
The most significant change has been the recent replacement of the verandah roof, which 
now has a straight skillion profile and is clad in a mixture of zincalume and clear material – 
real estate photos available online show this originally had an ogee profile (PSP website). 
Other changes include an air conditioner to one of the windows to the projecting bay, and the 
new sets of double gates to either side of the original front fence. 
 

 
683 Park Street showing the original verandah (source: PSP website) 



 
There are substantial additions at the rear of the house, and smaller additions on the east and 
west side; however, these are well set back and are not overly intrusive.   

Comparative analysis 
‘The Elms’ stands out within Moreland a relatively rare example of a substantial gentleman’s 
villa in Brunswick and was presumably designed by an architect (although no record of an 
architect has been found). In Brunswick, larger and more elaborate houses of this type are 
typically found on the main roads close to the Carlton/Parkville border, such as Brunswick 
Road and Park Street. 
 
Comparative examples within Park Street include the substantial Italianate villas at 743 and 
745 Park Street. Both are situated within the HO130 Park Street precinct, which contains the 
best collection of grand Victorian and Federation housing within Moreland. These two 
houses do not have individual citations but would be worthy of one. They are both highly 
intact and have similar detailing to 683 Park Street and retain original front fences. Other 
comparisons include: 
 
• 41 Cassels Road, Brunswick (HO286), built c.1898. Asymmetrical Italianate villa with a 

flat bay and a hipped slate roof. Rendered façade with decorative quoining and unusual 
pointed arch tripartite windows with label moulds. Relatively intact with an early cast 
iron front fence. 

• 11 Davies Street, Brunswick (HO58), built 1889-90. Asymmetrical Italianate villa with a 
canted bay. Rendered façade with similar detailing including hood and impost moulds to 
the windows, and hipped slate roof with three chimneys. Relatively intact. 

 

Statement of significance 

What is significant? 
The house, formerly known as ‘The Elms’, at 683 Park Street, Brunswick, constructed c.1886 
for William Strong, is significant. The cast iron palisade front fence, pedestrian gate and 
posts and bluestone plinth is also significant. 
 
Non-original alterations and additions to the original house, the modern single storey units at 
the rear and the new vehicular gates to either side of the original cast iron palisade fence are 
not significant. 
 
How is it significant? 
The house, formerly known as ‘The Elms’ at 683 Park Street, Brunswick, is of historical and 
representative significance to the City of Moreland.  
 
Why is it significant? 
It is historically significant as a fine example of the substantial villas erected for prominent 
citizens along Park Street in the nineteenth century, which reflects its prestigious status due to 
the proximity to Royal Park and Princes Park and the more desirable suburbs of Parkville and 
Carlton. It is also of historical significance for its association with City of Melbourne 
councillor and former Mayor of Melbourne and local identity, William Strong (1843-1915).  
(Criterion A) 
 



It is significant as a good and well-detailed example of a freestanding residence in the 
Victorian Italianate style, which is complemented by an early cast iron palisade front fence 
with bluestone plinth. Typical of the style, the house is asymmetrical in plan with a canted 
bay and a M-type hipped roof clad in slate with bracketed eaves and several rendered 
chimneys with moulded cornices, while the return verandah has cast iron verandah posts with 
Corinthian capitals and cast-iron frieze and brackets, and there is an applied scalloped detail 
to the verandah beam. Bluestone steps lead to the entrance doorway, which has sidelights and 
highlights. The house is notable for its relatively large size and elevated siting on a larger 
allotment and for details such as the decorative quoining to the wall corners and the three 
segmental arch double-hung timber sash windows (the side windows having narrower 
profiles) to the projecting bay, which have cement render hood moulds and imposts and a 
continuous moulded sill with brackets, while the tripartite window beneath the front verandah 
has colonettes between the sections and a moulded sill. (Criteria D & E) 

Recommendations 

Moreland Planning Scheme 
Recommended for inclusion in the Heritage Overlay of the Moreland Planning Scheme as an 
individual place. 
 
Recommendations for the HO Schedule: 
 
External Paint Colours  

Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

No 

Internal Alteration Controls  

Is a permit required for internal alterations?  

No 

 

Tree Controls  

Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

No 

Victorian Heritage Register 

Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage Register? 

No 

Incorporated Plan  

Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  

Are there outbuildings and fences, which are not exempt from notice and review?  

No 

 

Prohibited uses may be permitted 

Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use, which would otherwise be 
prohibited?  

No 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 

Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place, which is subject to the requirements of the 
Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006? 

No 



 
Other recommendations 
Encourage accurate restoration/reconstruction of missing features (for example, verandah 
roof profile) on the basis of physical and documentary evidence. 
Encourage an appropriate colour scheme. 
 
 


