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Strategic Planning 
Submission to Amendment C183 

Moreland City Council 

Locked Bag 10 

Moreland VIC 

Dear Moreland City Council, 

Submission #62 

I am writing to object to Amendment C 183 2 hour parking restrictions in 

Hartington St Glenroy. As an owner and resident in a townhouse, we 

currently only have one car space available in our garage. We often utilise 

street parking out front of our residence that is convenient and safe to access 

with getting a toddler into and out of the car safely. Having restrictions in our 

street with greatly impact or visitors as well as family coming to take care of 

our child on a regular basis. This will add to inconvenience, and financial stress 

as well as reduced social interaction for myself and my child if visitors are 

restricted to 2 hours parking. This will impact negatively on both my social 

and mental health and wellbeing. 

Furthermore, there are a lot of elderly people and people with disabilities in 

Glenroy and there is also not enough public transport. This will affect our 

elderly resident and people with a disability even more as they rely on carers 

and family to visit and assist. 

To increase parking for train and bus commuters at Glenroy stations without 

impacting local residents, more parking needs to be created at Glenroy train 

station. This should be part of the planning of the level crossing removal. 

Looking at increasing parking with a multilevel parking structure and 

shopping precinct. It will create a fantastic hub for shopping, transport 

commuting and keep parking available to residents and their families. You 

have the opportunity to make this a priority now as the changes are yet to 

occur. Plan for a better Glenroy not restrict access to those who live here. 

Sincerely, 



From:  
Sent: Thursday, 7 November 2019 5:24 PM
To: Strategic Planning <StrategicPlanning@moreland.vic.gov.au>
Subject: Submission to Amendment

Hi,

My name is . Residential address is Glenroy 3046. Phone number
.

I am writing to express my concern about the 2 hour parking limit proposal in my residential
street. My elderly parents and parents in laws visit us often and they need to park their cars at
the street for ease of moving with aids. They usually stay longer than 2 hours. 
On top of that there are many elderly citizens in our neighbourhood who rely on family car
transporting. If there is a 2 hour limit in Paget Ave that will cause many issues for the elderly and
their carers.

Therefore, I would like to object this plan to implement the 2 hour parking limit in Paget Ave
Glenroy. 

Thank you.

Regards,
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Moreland City Council 

strategicplanning@moreland.vic.gov.au 

Re: Amendment C183: Moreland Parking Implementation Plan 

Moreland City Council Mayor and Councillors, 

I write to object to the proposed Amendment C183: Moreland Parking 

Implementation Plan in its entirety, and in particular to the proposed two-hour 

parking restrictions from 8.00am-11.00pm. In doing so, my objection is based upon 

in particular of the upholding of the human rights of the City of Moreland residents 

who are ageing and people with a disability. My objection is in accordance with the 

Moreland Human Rights Policy 2016–2026 and Victorian Charter of Human Rights 

and Responsibilities. 

Permission granted to retain name on submission 

I request that my name be retained on this submission when it is published online. I 

believe in transparency and have a willingness to publicly participate for the purpose 

of advocating for an appropriate outcome for the residents of the City of Moreland. 

About me, what I have achieved, and what I stand for 

I am currently studying the Bachelor of Social Work (Honours) at  in 

Melbourne. I have previous experience as a Community Worker with the  

 and as a  with Mind 

Australia. I have also held other welfare related roles both as a worker, volunteer 

and student and my knowledge in the human services sector is increasing, 

particularly in regard to advocating for the disadvantaged in the community. I was 

born in Coburg and have lived, worked and played in Glenroy for the majority of my 
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53 years. I understand the culture of the City of Moreland area very well, how local, 

state and federal government policy decisions impact on the area, and how critical it 

is for residents and workers to have access to services that maintain and improve 

their personal health and social inclusion.  

 

The potential for legal challenge 

I advise Council that discriminatory policymaking outcomes can be legally challenged 

in Victoria within the Victorian human rights framework. I suggest to the Council to 

now consider the potential ramifications of the proposed Amendment C183 towards 

both the ageing and people with a disability in the City of Moreland as there is real 

potential to create new barriers for them in accessing human, community and health 

services in Moreland. In essence, I request Council to immediately repeal the 

proposed amendment in consideration of human rights laws. 

 

Impact on residents of Moreland who are ageing and/or have a disability 

In our ageing society, governments in Australia have encouraged and supported the 

ageing and people with a disability to remain living in their homes for as long as 

possible. Ageing people and people with a disability living at home who are 

experiencing a decline in their ability to personally care for themself and/or maintain 

their homes, are in many instances provided direct care support from carer support 

workers employed with various organisations both within and outside of the City of 

Moreland. The carer support workers drive their own cars to the residence or facility 

of the ageing and people with a disability, and in many instances have to park their 

cars in the street outside the residence or facility they are visiting. They can be 

visiting their clients for well over two hours and may not be able to leave their client 

alone for health and safety reasons and/or in accordance with their work 

responsibilities and duties. Workers are usually advised by their employers to park in 

the street for occupational health and safety reasons so they cannot have their 

vehicle blocked by another person in a residential or facility driveway. Carer support 

workers need to be able to leave their client's residence or facility without hindrance 

as in many instances they do so to drive their own car to their next client visit. 
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Cars an essential method of transport for carers and staff in human services  

Australian society relies on the use of cars to transport people to their place of 

employment. Not everyone can use public transport and ride bicycles for work duties, 

and I advise Council to broaden its thinking when developing policies in regard to use 

of cars and spaces for parking. Cars are not going to go away as the workforce 

involved in providing health services requires the use of cars to move around to 

provide human, community, and health services to the residents of Moreland.  Carer 

support workers require parking spaces adjacent to the residence or facility they are 

visiting as they are regularly required to pick up their client and take them for 

shopping trips and/or social activities in the Moreland community.  

 

Moreland City Council must act within a human rights framework 

Moreland City Council must adhere to creating policies that are inclusive and in 

accordance with the Victorian Human Rights and Responsibilities Charter. Council is 

advised to consider Section 38 from the Charter (Victorian Equal Opportunity and 

Human Rights Commission, 2019): 

38 Conduct of public authorities 

(1) Subject to this section, it is unlawful for a public authority to act in a way that is 

incompatible with a human right or, in making a decision, to fail to give proper 

consideration to a relevant human right. 

 

If Council was to proceed with the proposed Amendment C183, it would be open to 

a legal challenge as ageing people and people with a disability could be severely 

hampered in accessing health services providers within the proposed areas. If an 

ageing person or a person with a disability is unable to locate a parking place that is 

within a reasonable distance from the health service they are visiting, then their 

human right to health services is being severely impacted. Worse still, their personal 

health could be at severe risk due to poor planning and the implementation of 

discriminatory policies. 
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Moreland City Council Moreland Human Rights Policy 2016-2026 

In recognition of the Council's purpose to implement its human rights policy 

(Moreland City Council, 2019), the following excerpts are noteworthy.  

 

The policy Purpose states on page four: 

The Moreland Human Rights Policy 2016–2026 provides a framework and objectives 

for the implementation of Council’s human rights obligations. It is aligned with the 

Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006. 

 

The policy Context states on page four: 

This policy aligns with Commonwealth, Victorian and Local Government policies and 

legislation, and aims to achieve consistency in Council’s approach to diversity. The 

policy also conforms to international declarations which seek to protect the rights of 

all people. The policy applies to all areas of Council to inform the planning, 

development and evaluation of all policies, services, programs and infrastructure. As 

a public authority, Moreland Council has an obligation to ensure that: 

• All decisions give proper consideration to human rights and associated legislation; 

• All actions, policies and services are compatible with upholding human rights; 

• All local laws are interpreted consistent with human rights legislation 

 

On page five, the policy states: 

People with Disability 

Council will work to systematically reduce barriers created by attitudes, practices and 

structures that limit opportunities for people with disability to fully participate 

in the life of the community. Council will work to ensure a culture within its own 

organisation that recognises everyone has a responsibility and an important role to 

play in addressing the discrimination experienced by people with disability. 

 

In consideration of these policy statements, and equal opportunity laws, it could be 

argued via a legal challenge that the Moreland City Council is creating a new barrier 
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for ageing people and people with a disability in being able to equally access health 

services within the proposed areas of Amendment C183. 

 

Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities 

The Victorian Charter of Human Rights  and Responsibilities is a legal document that 

'that sets out the basic rights, freedoms and responsibilities of all people in Victoria' 

(Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission 2019). The Moreland 

City Council must take the charter into consideration when formulating its policies, 

and that includes Amendment C183. As a statutory body, the Moreland City Council 

is obliged by the Victorian Parliament to do so, and without appropriate 

consideration and application, the Council leaves itself open to a legal challenge 

regarding the proposed amendment. 

 

Developers must not be given power to decide 

Moreland City Council must consider that their current approach to developers 

ascertaining the market need in regard to the supply of parking spaces is not an 

appropriate one-size-fits-all answer to future development within Moreland. 

Councillors are elected to serve the people who vote for them, and they and Council 

staff are expected to work diligently within human rights frameworks towards 

creating policies that are a good fit for the current and future needs of Moreland.   

 

Request to Council for Human Rights Assessment 

On Thursday 7 November 2019, I emailed the Council seeking a copy of the Human 

Rights Assessment for the proposed amendment, and at time of writing I have not 

received a response. The Council is promoting itself as having considered human 

rights as part of the planning for the proposed amendment, however I cannot locate 

any evidence of a human rights assessment being completed.  

 

The immediate effect on residents and workers in Glenroy 

As a concerned Glenroy resident, there is speculation that Council is considering the 

rollout of the new parking restrictions in Glenroy before anywhere else in the City of 
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Moreland. I envisage that clients and staff of Merri Health in Cromwell Street, 

Glenroy could be immediately affected as they may not be able to park their cars 

close to the health centre for a period beyond two hours. Carer support workers 

who work for residential-based ageing and/or disability clients in the affected 

Glenroy area may also be immediately impacted by Council parking officers issuing 

infringement notices on their cars if they overstay the two-hour parking time. That is 

conceivable and I suspect it would raise the wrath of the carer support workers and 

their residential-based clients, and the staff and clients of Merri Health.  

 

Ageism and how Council is potentially implicated 

Ageism towards elderly people in Australia has been under increased scrutiny in 

recent times, with publicity surrounding the aged care royal commission uncovering 

wrongdoing on a monumental scale. The Council's proposed amendment could be 

perceived to be discriminative against the ageing, and I do not believe Council should 

be actively engaging in developing policies that seem on the surface to be 

discriminatory. It would be heartening to see a change of attitude within the Council 

where it would better embrace and practice policymaking that is more socially 

inclusive and that results in everyone's human rights being appropriately considered 

and acted upon. As people age, they are less able or willing to walk and ride bicycles 

for kilometres. The ageing members of the Moreland community are also less likely 

to use public transport due to declining physical ability or personal safety concerns. 

Council and council staff need to think more broadly about the ageing and how this 

proposed amendment is exclusive in nature and not reflective of modern needs of 

the people who have helped build our community. 

 

Potential solutions - Communication and Collaboration 

Council is advised to better consider the real current and future needs of the 

residents of the City of Moreland and those Carer Support Workers who use cars to 

provide services to the ageing and people with a disability. Improved communication 

is needed, and consulting with organisations that provide carer support and health 

services should be initiated as a matter of urgency. Collaboration is a healthier 



 
Objection to Amendment C183 by Darren Stones, November 2019. 
 

Page 7 of 8 

method of action as compared to a potentially heavy-handed approach to the 

enforcement of new parking regulations. The heavy-handed approach is likely to 

result in raising the wrath of residents, workers, staff and clients involved in the 

provision of carer support services and local health services.  

 

Conclusion 

I conclude by reiterating that I object to the Amendment C183: Moreland Parking 

Implementation Plan in its entirety due to it not conforming with human rights law.  

 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: > 
Sent: Friday, 8 November 2019 10:16 AM
To: Strategic Planning <StrategicPlanning@moreland.vic.gov.au>
Subject: Submission to Amendment C183

Dear Moreland Council, 

I congratulate you for having the guts to proactively take a stand against cars in our suburb
(Amendment C183). As a resident of Brunswick I believe people will be more supportive of multi 
storey apartment blocks if they are not accompanied with multitudes of new cars. 

Regards, 
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