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October 25, 2021 

Mirvac BTR Developments Pty Ltd 

Attn: Tina Wang 

Level 5, Building Q3 

6 Riverside Quay, Southbank  

VIC 3006 

tina.wang@mirvac.com 

 

Re: 395-411 Albert Fields, Brunswick, VIC 3056 

Letter of Opinion – Pedestrian Wind Environment 

RWDI Project #2004486 

Dear Tina, 

RWDI has undertaken the Pedestrian Wind Environment Assessment for the development located 

at 395-411 Albert Fields in Brunswick, Victoria. The following qualitative assessment is based on the 

long-term meteorological data of the region, latest architectural drawings issued by Fieldwork 

dated 22 October 2021, and the wind tunnel tests undertaken by RWDI for the greater Melbourne 

Area. Reference is also made where necessary to our initial assessment for the site (210209 RWDI 

Project 2004486 - Albert Fields, Brunswick - Pedestrian Wind Review).  

The latest architectural drawings indicate that the overall form of the development is similar to the 

original assessment and, therefore, the general discussion provided in the above-mentioned report 

is applicable. The site is exposed to the prevailing northerly and southerly winds of the region with 

the site orientation likely to channel the northerly winds to the central courtyard and the east-west 

through-link underneath the eastern building.  

It is noted that the latest architectural drawings incorporate the initial mitigation advice proposed in 

the original assessment including the proposed landscaping zones along the various laneways of 

site. The inclusion of trees proposed along the through-link under the eastern building will also 

assist in breaking up any northerly winds channelling through this area. The increased height of the 

through-link is expected to have little impact on the wind conditions here. The existing trees in 

Clifton Park will also assist in mitigating direct winds to the site. It is noted that council's 

recommendation and Mirvac’s intention is to remove the trees that border the site and replace 

these with new trees. It is recommended that these trees be protected using temporary screening 

which can also act as secondary wind ameliorating devices that will protect the new plants till these 

mature. 

The wrap-around canopies noted around the southern aspects of the buildings and the proposed 

landscaping in the downwind lane is expected to mitigate the impact of southerly winds leading to 

comfortable wind conditions. The lobby entrances are also noted to be recessed similar to the 

original design with landscaping around the respective areas and are, therefore, expected to be 

suitable for intended use. 
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Most private balconies are expected to be suitable for intended use since these are generally 

setback into the built form. For upper-level corner balconies (Levels 4 and above), provisions should 

be made for the inclusion of corner screening or hedge planting along the perimeter of these 

spaces to ensure comfortable conditions are achieved for residents all year around. Similar 

provisions should be introduced for any protruding balconies on the upper-levels of the 

development, particularly along the eastern and western aspects since these are exposed to side-

streaming prevailing winds.  

The new outdoor communal space on Level 5 of the western building is expected to be exposed to 

the prevailing regional winds due to its height above grade-level. The wind activity in and around 

the terrace space and the various balconies for Level 5, which are also indicative of winds for 

balconies on levels above, are shown in Image 1 (Northerlies – Blue, Westerlies – Red, Southerlies – 

Green). The proposed landscaping, trellis elements, and hedging along the perimeter of Level 5 

outdoor communal terrace are expected to provide comfortable wind conditions in this area 

(suitable for standing and strolling). It should be ensured that the perimeter hedging is at least 1.5 

m in height.  

 

Image 1: Level 5 – Wind activity at outdoor communal areas and corner balconies. 

Similarly, the new communal space introduced on Level 8 of the western building will be exposed 

to the prevailing winds of the region (Image 2). The proposed mitigation in the form of a central 

trellis feature and perimeter hedging is expected to provide shielding from the anticipated wind 

effects. It should be ensured that the perimeter hedging is at least 2 m tall to provide an adequate 

buffer to the wind activity in this area. Similar to earlier advice, corner balconies on the upper levels 

should incorporate perimeter hedging or corner screening to ensure comfortable wind conditions.  
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Image 2: Level 8 – Wind activity at outdoor communal area and corner balconies. 

Examples of suitable wind control measures for balconies and terraces are shown in the following 

picture in Image 3.  

 

Image 3: Wind control measures for outdoor terraces and balconies.  

The roof areas on Level 10 are noted to be accessible for maintenance only and, therefore, no 

further mitigation measured are required here.  
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The discussion above for the likely wind activity for the latest design and proposed mitigation 

options are expected to improve the local wind conditions in the space. Please do not hesitate to 

contact us if you have any questions. 

RWDI 

 

 

 
Aman Choudhry 

Senior Microclimate Engineer 

 
Michael Pieterse 

Senior Project Manager| Associate 


