
How I learnt to play Marngrook 
 
Today is moving day. I am moving into the old rickety house that once belonged 
to Thomas Wentworth Wills. Why did I buy this old house? I opened the large 
wooden door and it made a ‘Creeaaaak’. I walked through the doorway into the 
house and I see a rat running across the room. I jump. I do not like rats and hope 
that he is the only one. Then I notice a cube on the ground.  
 
I picked the up the shiny gold cube. I look closely at it and there are the words 
‘Bam’, ‘Boom’ and ‘Poosh’ on it. Then I hear the words ‘Bam, boom and poosh’, 
I see a light green light and then I feel like I am flying before BAM my feet hit the 
ground. I look up and see I am not in my house anymore. I look around and see 
Aboriginals playing a marngrook game. I just teleported back in time!!  
 
I walk to the crowd and see one of the people with the whistle, it must be the 
one of the spectators. He turns around and starts walking happily towards me. 
He talks to me, but it is hard to understand. He does not speak English well. He 
asks me to join the best marngrook team ‘Mona Gook Coop’ because one of 
their players is sick.  
 
They start teaching me, but I do not want to touch the ball because I think it will 
feel spiky and weird. I cannot understand them, so, I try but I kick it to the wrong 
people. I try again but I kick it into the wrong goal. I run and run, and I need so 
many drinks, this game is awfully long. I get exhausted after trying and trying 
again and again for two days in a row. 
 
So, they give me a block made from hard blue marble with the word’s ‘Language 
block’ written on it. How did it have English words on it? This block must be 
magic? The Aboriginal man talks, and I can understand the words he says now. 
The block has translated it for me. This is amazing. He explains the game again 
and I can understand. I start kicking the ball into my goal. I know who is on my 
team when they yell out. I have now learnt how to play marngrook. I feel excited 
I like this game it is fun. I now also know that the Aboriginals are the first people 
who played my favourite game Aussie rules football.  
 

The end 
 


