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HERITAGE ASSESSMENT  

26 WALSH STREET, COBURG 

 

Oamaru, 26 Walsh Street, Coburg [2013] (Source: realestate.com.au1, accessed 27/3/17) 

History 

Local Historical Themes 

6.3 Building during the boom (Historica, 2011, p.67) 

Contextual History 

The first land sales in what was to become the City of Moreland / Coburg took place in 
February 1839 and most of the land was sold to speculators who very quickly sub-divided the 
land and sold it on. A few large parcels were sold to ‘gentleman farmers’, John Pascoe Fawkner 
being one of them. Fawkner purchased some 369 acres extending from today’s Reynard Street 
north to Bell Street, and it is within this land that 26 Walsh Street sits. 

The area was largely developed in the years leading up to World War One, assisted by the road 
system and public transport links connected to Sydney Road as it headed north from Parkville.  

Place History 

Number 26 Walsh Street was built between June 1887 and c September 1888 (Coburg Rate 
Books). It is unlikely to have had an architect as it appears to be a standard design, and the 
builder is unknown, but may have been the first owner, David Walsh, a contractor.   

                                                      

 

1 
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=26+walsh+street+coburg&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjQ3rujrfbSAhWLiVQKHXV8
D5IQ_AUICCgD&biw=1600&bih=834#imgrc=CKRQuOmpP7yPCM:&spf=192 

 

https://www.google.com.au/search?q=26+walsh+street+coburg&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjQ3rujrfbSAhWLiVQKHXV8D5IQ_AUICCgD&biw=1600&bih=834#imgrc=CKRQuOmpP7yPCM:&spf=192
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=26+walsh+street+coburg&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjQ3rujrfbSAhWLiVQKHXV8D5IQ_AUICCgD&biw=1600&bih=834#imgrc=CKRQuOmpP7yPCM:&spf=192
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David Walsh is likely to have been involved in small scale land speculation in the Coburg area.  
He had for some years had owned most of Lot numbers 1 – 55 in the area, plus 1.5 acres near 
Sydney Road. The area was known as Cavemount Estate until 1889, when the street became 
known as Walsh Street, presumably after him.  His was the first house to be built on the street 
although was followed very shortly after by another brick house close to Sydney Road.  

Number 26 Walsh Street is located on the corner of Chamber Street and was originally situated 
on Lot 33 and part of Lot 34, later known as number 40 Walsh Street, also “Oamaru”, before 
the street numbers were changed in the 1920s, making it 26 Walsh Street At the time the house 
was built, Chambers Street was known as Rose Street. 

By September 1891 David Walsh had sold the house to Horatio Kelson, an accountant, and by 
31 January1894 Kelson had sold the house to William Aitken, a miller (Coburg Rate Books). 
From this point on the Aitkens were owners or owner-occupiers of this house on the Walsh 
Street corner for well over a century. 

On 19 February 1895 ownership of ‘Lot thirty three and part of lot thirty four’ on the corner 
of Rose Street and Walsh Street (Vol 2559 Fol 767) was transferred to Nanna Maria Aitken, a 
married woman. On this Certificate of Title Rose Street is indicated as having a change of 
name to Chamber Street, which is the current name.  

This property became known as 40 Walsh Street or as “Oamaru”. Both this number and name 
are listed on the MMBW plan 2341 of March 1910 and there is still only one other house in 
Walsh Street.  (“Kilcorran”, situated on the corner of Benson Street closer to Sydney Road. 
This is the house built very soon after 26 Walsh Street in c1888. S&M 1910; MMBW Map 
2341).   

Mrs Nanna Aitken remained living on the corner of Walsh and Chamber Streets until her 
death in 1925, although in June 1916 she transferred ownership of 40 Walsh Street to David 
Scott Aitken, miller (Vol 1680 Fol 335903). David S. Aitken may have been her son.  

The following year, 1926, the Sands and McDougal Directories show a change in street 
numbering so that the house on the corner of Chambers Street was called 26 Walsh Street, as it 
still is today. It was also vacant following Nanna Aitken’s death, while number 24 appeared for 
the first time in the directories and was occupied by David S. Aitken. David remained at 24 
Walsh Street, also listed as D.S. Aitken Sack Merchants, operating from those premises for 
another thirty years until his death in February 1949 (S&M Directories and Vol 3050 Fol 864). 
Number 24 Walsh Street continued to be owned and occupied by members of the Aitken 
family until at least 2012. 

Ownership of number 26 Walsh Street was transferred to David S Aitken after Nanna Aitken’s 
death and the house was tenanted for many years, lastly by Mrs Ada McAuliffe who lived there 
until 1960 when John Junior Aitken moved into the family home. Then on 6 August 2014 the 
final transfer of ownership from the Aitken family took place when Patricia Ann Aitken sold 
the property to Mustafa El-Hawli and Lamya El-Hawli and for the first time since 1894 the 
land and house at 26 Walsh Street, Coburg was not in the Aitken family. 
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Physical description 

The house at 26 Walsh Street, Coburg, is an Italianate villa with an asymmetrical façade. The 
walls are finished in ruled render above a rock-face bluestone base.  The house retains an intact 
front verandah with a concave roof and typical cast-iron Corinthian columns and a combined 
frieze and brackets.  

 

26 Walsh Street Coburg – detail of canted bay and acanthus leaf brackets (Source: 
Context Pty Ltd) 

Other elements typical of this style are the M-profile hipped roof with bracketed eaves, and the 
use of simple classical decorative details.  The house is largely intact, retaining original features 
such as the fine six-panelled front door with side and highlights (with leadlights that may be 
original), a canted projecting bay with a semi-hexagonal roof, decorative panelling and fluting 
to the chimneys, applied acanthus leaves to the eaves brackets, and run mouldings around the 
segmentally arched windows. 

 

 

26 Walsh Street Coburg – Detail of 6 panelled door (Source: Context Pty Ltd.) 

The following alterations have been made to the house: garage appended to the side of the 
house, just back from the front façade; the roofing slates have been replaced by terracotta tiles 
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(this may have been as early as the 1910s); the verandah floor has been retiled 
(sympathetically); and the cement rendered walls have been overpainted (since 2013). 

 

  

26 Walsh Street Coburg – viewed from intersection (Source: Context Pty Ltd.) 

Comparative analysis 

In comparison to other Italianate houses in Coburg that are included in the Moreland Heritage 
Overlay as Significant (whether in a precinct or individual HO) 26 Walsh Street is clearly of a 
similar high architectural quality. While its verandah details are typical of the era, its cement 
render detail is not common for Coburg, where timber and bichrome brickwork are more 
frequent. 

 In comparison to other rendered examples, 26 Walsh Street has a similarly high level of 
decorative detail. The picturesque asymmetrical massing, with a canted bay, does not appear to 
be common in Coburg, where most examples have a simple rectangular projecting bay. In 
comparison to the other example of this type, the former Manse at 1 Deans Street, 26 Walsh 
Street is superior in its detail and substantial proportions.  
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Manse (former) – 1 Deans Street Coburg (Source: HERMES database No. 56736) 

In comparison to other Italianate houses in Coburg that are included in the Moreland Heritage 
Overlay as Significant (whether in a precinct or individual HO) 26 Walsh Street is clearly of a 
similar high architectural quality. While its verandah details are typical of the era, its cement 
render detail is not common for Coburg, where timber and bichrome brickwork are more 
frequent. In comparison to other rendered examples, 26 Walsh Street has a similarly high level 
of decorative detail. The picturesque asymmetrical massing, with a canted bay, does not appear 
to be common in Coburg, where most examples have a simple rectangular projecting bay. In 
comparison to the other example of this type, the former Manse at 1 Deans Street, 26 Walsh 
Street is superior in its detail and substantial proportions.  

 

25 Station Street, Coburg (Source: Google Streetview, accessed 14/3/2017) 

In regard to its intactness, there are other Significant examples where the roof has been reclad 
(1 Deans Street, 25 Station Street). Other major changes among the Significant Italianate 
houses are the loss of the front verandah of 130 Rennie Street and the addition of a 
garage/carport to the side elevation of 13 Jessie Street (in a very similar location to the garage 
of 26 Walsh Street). The alterations to 26 Walsh Street put it at the lower end of intactness 
among the comparative examples, but still within the range seen among the Significant 
Italianate houses. 
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13 Jessie Street, Coburg – aerial view showing garage set to the east of the façade 
(Source: Google Maps, accessed 14/3/17) 

 

 

13 Jessie Street, Coburg (Source: Google Streetview, accessed 14/3/17) 
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130 Rennie Street, Coburg (Source:  HERMES database)  
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Assessment against criteria 

Criteria referred to in Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay, Department of Planning and 
Community Development, September 2012, modified for the local context. 

CRITERION A: Importance to the course, or pattern, of the City of Moreland’s cultural or natural history 
(historical significance). 

Oamaru at 26 Walsh Street Coburg is of historical significance as it represents the first phase 
of suburban expansion and development into Coburg by the middle classes in the years 
immediately prior to the depression of the 1890s when Melbourne’s suburban land ‘boom’, 
driven by property speculation and building ceased.   The house was the first in its street, and 
was built between June 1887 and c September 1888 by landowner and contractor David Walsh, 
for whom the street is presumably named after.  The house remained as one of only two 
homes in Walsh Street until nearly World War 1, demonstrating the long hiatus in economic 
recovery after the 1890s depression.  Built in 1889, at the beginning of Coburg’s expansion, the 
building is typical of the late nineteenth century in its form and detailing.   

 

CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of Moreland’s cultural or 
natural history (rarity). 

N/A 
 

CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the City of 
Moreland’s cultural or natural history (research potential). 

N/A 
 

CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural or natural 
places or environments (representativeness). 

Oamaru at 26 Walsh Street Coburg, as an Italianate villa in its setting, is of aesthetic 
significance as a good representative example of this style of residence, popular in the late 
nineteenth century, particularly the late 1880s and early 1890s.  The building, constructed in 
c1889 demonstrates the major characteristics of the style, including the M-hipped roof with 
original decorative rendered chimneys, the canted bay window, an intact shallow convex return 
verandah with its typical decorative cast iron lacework and Corinthian columns and other 
decorative detailing including the  heavy six panelled front door, large double hung sash 
windows, and ornamentation such as acanthus leaf motifs on the brackets, mouldings to 
window heads and surrounds, and the decorative coloured leadlight stained glass sidelights and 
fanlight.   
 

CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics (aesthetic significance). 

N/A 
 

CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a 
particular period (technical significance). 

N/A 
 

CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance of a place to Indigenous peoples as part of their 
continuing and developing cultural traditions (social significance). 

N/A 
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CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 
the City of Moreland’s history (associative significance) 

Statement of Significance 

What is Significant? 

Oamaru, dating from c.1889, located at 26 Walsh Street, Coburg. The original typical Italianate 
form, materials and detailing of the house contribute to its significance 

The attached garage is not significant.  The modern iron sheds at the rear of the house are not 
significant.  

How is it Significant? 

Oamaru at 26 Walsh Street Coburg is of historical and aesthetic significance to the City of 
Moreland. 

Why is it Significant 

Oamaru at 26 Walsh Street Coburg is of historical significance as it represents the first phase 
of suburban expansion and development into Coburg by the middle classes in the years 
immediately prior to the depression of the 1890s when Melbourne’s suburban land ‘boom’, 
driven by property speculation and building ceased.   The house was the first in its street, and 
was built between June 1887 and c September 1888 by landowner and contractor David Walsh, 
for whom the street is presumably named after.  The house remained as one of only two 
homes in Walsh Street until nearly World War 1, demonstrating the long hiatus in economic 
recovery after the 1890s depression.  Built in 1889, at the beginning of Coburg’s expansion, the 
building is typical of the late nineteenth century in its form and detailing.  (Criterion A) 

Oamaru at 26 Walsh Street Coburg, as an Italianate villa in its setting, is of aesthetic 
significance as a good representative example of this style of residence, popular in the late 
nineteenth century, particularly the late 1880s and early 1890s.  The building, constructed in 
c1889 demonstrates the major characteristics of the style, including the M-hipped roof with 
original decorative rendered chimneys, the canted bay window, an intact shallow convex return 
verandah with its typical decorative cast iron lacework and Corinthian columns and other 
decorative detailing including the  heavy six panelled front door, large double hung sash 
windows, and ornamentation such as acanthus leaf motifs on the brackets, mouldings to 
window heads and surrounds, and the decorative coloured leadlight stained glass sidelights and 
fanlight.  (Criterion D) 

. 


