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Locality History 

The suburb of West Brunswick forms the western section of the former City of 

Brunswick. It is bounded on the north by Moreland Road, on the east by Grantham 

Street and Pearson Street, and on the west by the Moonee Ponds Creek (now the 

Tullarmarine Freeway), which formed the western limit of the former City of 

Brunswick. The incline formed by the valley of the Moonee Ponds Creek provides 

this area of West Brunswick with dramatic relief from an otherwise relatively flat 

landscape.  

Settlement was more scattered in the western part of Brunswick, with farming 

properties and, later, industrial sites occupying large areas. A rare surviving villa from 

the early 1850s is ‘Whitby House’ at 28 Whitby Street (VHR H0546). Parts of West 

Brunswick, such as the Melville Manor estate, were subdivided for speculative 

housing in the 1880s, but not as extensively as in Brunswick proper. Likewise, many 

new house blocks were left vacant when economic depression hit in 1891.  

One response by the Victorian Government to the 1890s depression was to provide 

working folk with greater opportunities to settle and establish a livelihood. In West 

Brunswick, the Brunswick Land Purchase Act 1900 enabled the purchase of the 

Hopetoun Estate (later known as the Brunswick Estate) of 91 acres (37.5 hectares) 

under the ‘Closer Settlement Scheme’. The land was subdivided into fifty-six 

allotments of between one and two acres, which were made available to ‘working 

men’ on a lease purchase arrangement. The Brunswick Estate was the first Closer 

Settlement scheme in metropolitan Melbourne (Historica 2010:72-3).  

By the early 1900s, as the local economy recovered, residential development was 

encouraged in the area and many streets are lined with the Edwardian and Federation 



homes from this period. There was extensive housing development in West 

Brunswick after the First World War, with large areas taken up with timber 

Californian Bungalows and other interwar house styles. Three state school opened in 

West Brunswick in the 1920s to accommodate the growing population. The electric 

tram from the city to Coburg, which travelled along Melville Road, commenced in 

1925 and this greatly encouraged this suburban development. A post office had 

opened in West Brunswick in 1913, and there was commercial development along 

Grantham Street and Melville Street. Local industries also prospered in the area, 

including textiles and light manufacturing. 

Much of the interwar housing, which was predominantly made up of Californian 

Bungalows, was financed by the State Savings Bank of Victoria, which provided a 

generous credit scheme for those building their own homes. Another economical and 

novel method of construction in the 1920s was the use of reinforced concrete, and 

several examples of concrete houses survive in West Brunswick. During the 1930s, 

builders also started erecting homes in brick veneer, and the Spanish Mission style 

became popular along elevated allotments in Brunswick Road, Brunswick West 

(Historica 2010:75-76). The area continued to be attractive to those looking for an 

affordable suburban home, with the later subdivisions of the interwar period providing 

larger house blocks than those in Brunswick proper. In the early 1940s, the Housing 

Commission of Victoria erected a group of detached housing in West Brunswick for 

low-income earners. Parts of the former Closer Settlement area were developed at 

Moonee Vale in the postwar period. 

 

History 

The Victorian brick residence at 31 Burnell Street, Brunswick West, was constructed 

between late 1885 and 1887 by Robert Charles Norgate (1859-1934) and his wife 

Harriet, whom he had married in 1882 (RB 1886, 1887; SM 1887-1890; BDM). The 

house originally had three rooms, with an extra room added between 1897 and 1898. 

The original street number was 33, however when street numbers changed in c.1927 

this property became 31 Burnell Street (RB 1897, 1898,1928). 

The MMBW detail plan, dated 1910, shows a double-fronted dwelling on the west 

side of Burnell Street, with a front verandah extending across the full width of the 

house. There were few houses in Burnell Street at that time. An outside toilet was 

provided within an outbuilding, probably the washhouse, which was located on the 

rear boundary. The toilet, which was installed prior to the underground sewerage 

system operating in the area, was emptied via the rear laneway (MMBW 1910). 



MMBW Detail Plan No. 

1910, dated 1910 (source: SLV) 

Norgate owned and occupied this property before selling it to Sarah Ann Wallis in 

c.1899. Ownership changed again shortly after when Amos Bannister purchased it 

between March 1904 and March 1905, after which it remained in the Bannister family 

for at least the next six decades (RB 1899-1971/72; SM 1905-1974). 

Rate collectors described this property in different ways over the years. At 

construction, in c.1886, it was described as a brick house. From the 1930s to the 

1970s it was described as a ‘brick and wood’ house, possibly in reference to a rear 

addition, although at least once it was described as a ‘wood house’ (RB 1887-

1971/72).  
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Description  

This is a double fronted single-storey late Victorian house constructed of bi-chrome brick 

with a M-hip roof clad in corrugated iron. The symmetrical façade contains a central door 

with a top light, flanked by double hung timber sash windows with stone sills. Although fully 

detached, it has a terrace house form with the verandah enclosed by wing walls at both ends. 

The verandah, which may have been reconstructed, has a cast iron frieze and chamfered 

timber posts. Other original features include the decorative quoining created by the bi-

chromatic brickwork around the openings, a bi-chromatic chimney with a bracketed cornice, 

rendered vermiculated panels and small scrolls to the verandah walls.  

The roof cladding to both the main building and the verandah appears to be relatively new 

and the side walls, the lower part of the front walls (including the window sills) have been 

painted. There is a recent front fence, verandah decking and timber pathway/ramp. 

 

Comparative analysis 

Nineteenth century development within Brunswick West is mostly concentrated within the 

south and east parts of the suburb and individual examples as well as small clusters of late 

Victorian houses are found within the HO56 Daly Street and HO196 Whitby Street precincts. 

West of Melville Road and north of Hope Street there are far fewer examples, and the ones 

included within the Heritage Overlay include three individually listed places (20 Cohuna 

Street HO49, 273 Union Street HO372, and 104 Melville Road HO112) as well as two pairs 

of cottages and a timber house within the HO109 Marion Street precinct. 

Of the individual houses listed above the double storey Italianate house at 104 Melville Road 

provides a pertinent comparison, as this was also constructed on part of the Melville Manor 

estate. According to the citation for 104 Melville Road, it was constructed c.1895, or about a 

decade after 33 Burnell Street.  

Of the other houses that were constructed in nineteenth century on the Melville Manor estate, 

many have been demolished (e.g., 412 Albion St, 49, 73 Burnell St, 30 &32 Wallace St) or 

significantly altered (e.g., 380, 400-02, 408 Albion St, 26, 38, 43, 58 Burnell St). The other 

relatively intact pair of nineteenth century cottages at 15 & 17 Hamilton Street also dates 

from c.1895. 

Accordingly, 33 Burnell Street remains as the earliest known house to survive in a relatively 

intact state within the Melville Manor estate and is now one of the oldest houses in this part of 

Brunswick. 

Statement of significance 

 

What is significant? 

The house, constructed c.1886, at 31 Burnell Street, Brunswick West is significant. This is a 

double fronted single-storey late Victorian house constructed of bi-chrome brick with a M-hip 

roof clad in corrugated iron. The symmetrical façade contains a central door with a top light, 

flanked by double hung timber sash windows with stone sills. Although fully detached, it has 

a terrace house form with the verandah enclosed by wing walls at both ends. The verandah, 

which may have been reconstructed, has a cast iron frieze and chamfered timber posts. Other 

original features include the decorative quoining created by the bi-chromatic brickwork 

around the openings, a bi-chromatic chimney with a bracketed cornice, rendered vermiculated 

panels and small scrolls to the verandah walls.  



Non-original alterations and additions are not significant. 

 

How is it significant? 

The house at 31 Burnell Street is of local historic significance to the City of Moreland. 

 

Why is it significant? 

The house is one of the oldest within this part of Brunswick and provides rare evidence of the 

limited development associated with the speculative residential subdivisions of the mid-

1880s. While several houses were built in the late nineteenth century on the Melville Manor 

estate, many have been demolished or altered and those that remain relatively intact were 

constructed during the 1890s. (Criteria A & B) 

 

Planning scheme recommendations 

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Moreland 

Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 

Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the Moreland 

Planning Scheme: 

 

External Paint Colours  

Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

No 

Internal Alteration Controls  

Is a permit required for internal alterations?  

No 

 

Tree Controls  

Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

No 

Victorian Heritage Register 

Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage Register? 

No 

Incorporated Plan  

Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  

Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt from 

notice and review?  

No 

 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which 

would otherwise be prohibited?  

No 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 

Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is subject to 

the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006? 

No 

 


