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Locality History 

The suburb of West Brunswick forms the western section of the former City of 

Brunswick. It is bounded on the north by Moreland Road, on the east by Grantham 

Street and Pearson Street, and on the west by the Moonee Ponds Creek (now the 

Tullarmarine Freeway), which formed the western limit of the former City of 

Brunswick. The incline formed by the valley of the Moonee Ponds Creek provides 

this area of West Brunswick with dramatic relief from an otherwise relatively flat 

landscape.  



Settlement was more scattered in the western part of Brunswick, with farming 

properties and, later, industrial sites occupying large areas. A rare surviving villa from 

the early 1850s is ‘Whitby House’ at 28 Whitby Street (VHR H0546). Parts of West 

Brunswick, such as the Melville Manor estate, were subdivided for speculative 

housing in the 1880s, but not as extensively as in Brunswick proper. Likewise, many 

new house blocks were left vacant when economic depression hit in 1891.  

One response by the Victorian Government to the 1890s depression was to provide 

working folk with greater opportunities to settle and establish a livelihood. In West 

Brunswick, the Brunswick Land Purchase Act 1900 enabled the purchase of the 

Hopetoun Estate (later known as the Brunswick Estate) of 91 acres (37.5 hectares) 

under the ‘Closer Settlement Scheme’. The land was subdivided into fifty-six 

allotments of between one and two acres, which were made available to ‘working 

men’ on a lease purchase arrangement. The Brunswick Estate was the first Closer 

Settlement scheme in metropolitan Melbourne (Historica 2010:72-3).  

By the early 1900s, as the local economy recovered, residential development was 

encouraged in the area and many streets are lined with the Edwardian and Federation 

homes from this period. There was extensive housing development in West 

Brunswick after the First World War, with large areas taken up with timber 

Californian Bungalows and other interwar house styles. Three state school opened in 

West Brunswick in the 1920s to accommodate the growing population. The electric 

tram from the city to Coburg, which travelled along Melville Road, commenced in 

1925 and this greatly encouraged this suburban development. A post office had 

opened in West Brunswick in 1913, and there was commercial development along 

Grantham Street and Melville Street. Local industries also prospered in the area, 

including textiles and light manufacturing. 

Much of the interwar housing, which was predominantly made up of Californian 

Bungalows, was financed by the State Savings Bank of Victoria, which provided a 

generous credit scheme for those building their own homes. Another economical and 

novel method of construction in the 1920s was the use of reinforced concrete, and 

several examples of concrete houses survive in West Brunswick. During the 1930s, 

builders also started erecting homes in brick veneer, and the Spanish Mission style 

became popular along elevated allotments in Brunswick Road, Brunswick West 

(Historica 2010:75-76). The area continued to be attractive to those looking for an 

affordable suburban home, with the later subdivisions of the interwar period providing 

larger house blocks than those in Brunswick proper. In the early 1940s, the Housing 

Commission of Victoria erected a group of detached housing in West Brunswick for 

low-income earners. Parts of the former Closer Settlement area were developed at 

Moonee Vale in the postwar period. 

 

Historical Context 

Brunswick West remained sparsely settled with small farms and dairies until the inter-

war years when many homes financed by War Service, State Bank and Crédit Foncier 

schemes were constructed (Summerton 2010:17). 

 

During the early twentieth century, the introduction of duties on imported goods had 

led to a boom in local manufacturing, and by 1930 there were 300 factories in 

Brunswick employing over 6,000 workers (Summerton 2010:32). In the latter half of 

the 1920s, thousands of local residents worked in textile manufacturing. Textile 

industries were not new in the suburb. Firms such as the Henderson Shirt Factory in 

Brunswick Road, the Lattner Hat Factory at 20 Dawson Street (now occupied by the 



Victoria Police Road Safety Task Force), Stephens & Co. clothing factory in Grey 

Street and Hodgson Street, H.H. Mann (Peerless) Silk Mills in Manallak Street, the 

Lane Shirt Factory in Union Street, and the Olsen Clothing Factory in Victoria Street 

were just some of the businesses operating from the late nineteenth century and early 

years of the twentieth century. 

 

According to the Northern Suburbs Factory Study, there were 63 clothing and textile 

factories in Brunswick in 1930 (Vines & Churchward 1992:72). In 1930 in total, there 

were approximately 300 factories employing 6000 workers in Brunswick (Trioli, 

1994:127). The 1933 Census indicated that 6772 of a total 26011 males were 

employed in the manufacturing industry in Brunswick. By comparison, there were 

4495 females employed in the manufacturing industry, of a total of 28337 (Census of 

the Commonwealth of Australia, 1933:220-221 & 226-227). 

 

History 

The double-storey brick factory located at 443 Albion Street, Brunswick West, was 

built in c.1925-26 for Samuel Faiman (1872-1952), a fur dyer and dresser (RB 1925; 

SM 1930). The factory was built on allotment number 5, which had a frontage of 43 

feet and was originally numbered 252 Albion Street. Samuel Faiman (previously 

known as Szulem Fajman) and his wife Sarah (née Krycer) were Polish Jews, who 

immigrated to Australia in 1921. In early 1940, following the outbreak of the Second 

World War, Samuel was naturalised as an Australian (Index to Certificates of 

Naturalisation, NAA). 

 

In 1924 Samuel Faiman was listed as a tanner but at another address (Ancestry). He 

had applied to the Brunswick City Council in 1925 for permission to build a factory in 

John Street, East Brunswick, for the purpose of fur skin dressing and dying, but 

presumably this application did not go ahead (Argus, 22 July 1925: 15). In 1926 the 

Melbourne post office directory had no listing for 252 Albion Street, but noted that 

between numbers 236 and 256 Albion Street there were ‘3 houses being built’ (SM 

1926). By 1927, he was listed as a furrier in Albion Street, suggesting that the factory 

was built in the previous year, 1926 (SM 1927). In 1931, S. Faiman & Sons Pty Ltd 

was listed a company in Victoria with a capital value of £5000; the directors were 

Desire Bardin, S. Faiman and I. Faiman (Daily Commercial News and Shipping List, 

29 July 1931: 2). Samuel and Sarah had six sons, including Alfred, Jack, Sigmund and 

David who worked in the family business as furriers and dressers. The director I. 

Faiman was most likely Faiman’s eldest son, Isaac Faiman (ER 1930-1940; Victorian 

BDM). 

 

Bardin, Rose & North, also dyers and dressers, purchased the factory from Faiman in 

the late 1930s. The name Bardin probably refers to Faiman & Sons previous company 

director, Desire Bardin. Within a short time, the business of Bardin, Rose & North 

was liquidated and their plant and equipment were sold at auction in February 1938 

(RB 1935; Age, 26 February 1938:2; Argus, 2 March 1938:14; Argus 4 December 

1937:17). The premises was also sold.  

 



 
 

Auction notice for plant and machinery at Faiman & Sons factory, 1938 (Argus, 26 

February 1938, p. 18) 

 

T.E. Rose & Sons Pty. Ltd., furriers, purchased the factory in c.1940 (SM 1944/45, 

1950; RB 1940, 1950). A.G. Healing Ltd, electrical and bicycle manufactures, owned 

the factory from the early 1950s (RB 1958/59; SM 1955-1964; Advertiser, 4 April 

1951:7). The building was allocated number 443 in 1958 (RB 1958/59).  

Melville Timber & Hardware Co. Pty Ltd had taken over ownership by the early 

1970s (RB 1971/72, 1978/79). 

 

Brunswick was the heartland of the finishing trades (McConville 1989: 127), but the 

fur dying and dressing industry was particularly unusual in such a predominantly 

residential area (Vines & Churchward 1992). 
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Description & Integrity 

The commercial premises at 443 Albion Street are located within a small cluster of 

shops near the corner of Melville Road and Albion Street. The large site runs through 

to a bluestone paved lane at the rear.  There are several parts to the large building 

which occupies the whole site with zero setbacks to the rear laneway and to Albion 

Street. 443 Albion Street is two storeys in height to the front and single storey at the 

rear. 

 

The façade to Albion Street has a plain face brick façade with parapet and a rendered 

panel for signage with vertical render features to each side. Three sash windows are 

located on the upper floor, whilst the lower floor has a central large opening with 

roller door, plus a single door entry and boarded window. There are the remains of 

some business signage on the brickwork above the roller door, probably relating to the 

period of use as an electrical manufacturing business. The lower level has been 

overpainted whilst at the rear of the site a single storey red brick and rendered wall 

has two doorways. A simply shaped parapet hides the low-pitched roof. Although 

some minor changes have taken place to the exterior (painting, boarding up a window 

and a mobile phone structure fixed to the roof); 443 Albion Street is relatively intact 

and demonstrates its commercial origins with a relatively high degree of integrity.  

 

Comparative Analysis 

Industrial complexes in Brunswick are an important land use type in Moreland. 

Whilst many manufacturing industries are no longer operating, many buildings stand 

as reminders of these past uses. The change of industrial buildings to apartments and 

other uses has transformed many sites. Following the lifting of import duties on 

imported manufactured goods in the 1920s and 1930s this economic change further 

stimulated the boom in the development of local manufacturing, and created 

employment. Several smaller scale industrial buildings in Brunswick are similar to 

443 Albion Street in their historic connections with manufacturing as a land use, and 

their Interwar industrial aesthetic.  

 
City of Brunswick Electricity Supply Building, 119 Brunswick Road Brunswick, 

1912 (HO278) The Brunswick Electricity Supply Company substation intact and 

functioning part of the infrastructure supplying Brunswick with electricity since 



c.1912, prior to the eventual take-over by the SEC. Aesthetically this building uses a 

similar architectural language of contrasting red brick and clinker brick with render 

panels containing signage.  

 

 
F J Wolfe Cordage Manufacturer complex, 399-401 Albion Street, Brunswick West, 

c.1925 (HO261). One of the few (if only) surviving small-scale cordage 

manufacturers in Brunswick, which had a number of well-known larger cordage 

manufacturers including Down & Sons in Tinning Street and James Miller & Co off 

Dawson Street. A typical Interwar industrial building for the Brunswick area.  

 

 
Albion Clothing Co. 29-31 Weston Street, Brunswick, HO73 (within Edward Street 

Precinct). Of local significance as a well-preserved example of the typical small brick 

factories of the early 20th century, used for the clothing trade in Brunswick. The 

building was occupied for a long period by the Albion Clothing Company. It has now 

ben adapted for commercial use.   

 

When compared with the above examples 443 Albion Street compares well in terms 

of integrity and authenticity. The clothing industry was an important one for 

Brunswick and little remains that has not been significantly adapted or demolished. 

The facade to Albion Street represents typical but evocative Interwar industrial 

architecture which is also evident in the above examples.   

 

Statement of Significance 

 

What is Significant? 

443 Albion Street built in 1924 for fur dyer and dresser Samuel Faiman is significant.  

How is it significant? 

443 Albion Street is of local historic and aesthetic significance to the City of 

Moreland. 

 



Why is it significant? 

443 Albion Street is historically significant as part of the important textile and 

clothing industry in Brunswick’s Interwar period. 443 Albion Street was built and 

operating as premises for the small niche market of fur dying and dressing between 

1924 to the early 1950s. Historically 443 Albion Street is associated with three fur 

dying and dressing firms including Samuel Faiman (1924 - c.1935), Bardin, Rose & 

North (c.1935-1938) and T.E. Rose & Sons (c.1940 – c.1950). It is historically 

significant through its demonstration of the integration and multifaceted clothing 

industry in Brunswick during the Interwar period. (Criterion A)  

 

443 Albion Street is significant for its demonstration of small scale commercial land 

use, and belongs to a declining class of places; that of the clothing manufacturing 

industry in Moreland. Its principal characteristics are its building typology occupying 

the whole site with zero setbacks, its two-storey form and relatively plain brick 

façade. (criterion D) 

 

443 Albion Street is aesthetically significant for its contribution to the group of 

commercial premises at the corner of Albion Street and Melville Road. Its value lies 

in its relative authenticity with a highly intact upper floor featuring three windows and 

simple render detailing including a panel for business signage. Although some 

changes to the ground floor including boarding one window, painting of the 

brickwork and a steel roller door have reduced its integrity in part; it is still able to 

demonstrate a simple industrial aesthetic. The remains of business signage, probably 

relating to the 1950s adds to its aesthetic quality. (Criterion E) 

 

Planning Control Recommendations 

 

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Moreland 

Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 

 

Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 

Moreland Planning Scheme: 

 

External Paint Colours  

Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

No 

Internal Alteration Controls  

Is a permit required for internal alterations?  

No 

 

Tree Controls  

Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

No 

Victorian Heritage Register 

Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage 

Register? 

No 

Incorporated Plan  

Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  

Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt 

from notice and review?  

No 

 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which 

would otherwise be prohibited?  

No 

 



Aboriginal Heritage Place 

Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is 

subject to the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act 2006? 

No 

 

 


