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Locality History 

The suburb of West Brunswick forms the western section of the former City of 

Brunswick. It is bounded on the north by Moreland Road, on the east by Grantham 

Street and Pearson Street, and on the west by the Moonee Ponds Creek (now the 

Tullarmarine Freeway), which formed the western limit of the former City of 

Brunswick. The incline formed by the valley of the Moonee Ponds Creek provides 

this area of West Brunswick with dramatic relief from an otherwise relatively flat 

landscape.  

Settlement was more scattered in the western part of Brunswick, with farming 

properties and, later, industrial sites occupying large areas. A rare surviving villa from 

the early 1850s is ‘Whitby House’ at 28 Whitby Street (VHR H0546). Parts of West 



Brunswick, such as the Melville Manor estate, were subdivided for speculative 

housing in the 1880s, but not as extensively as in Brunswick proper. Likewise, many 

new house blocks were left vacant when economic depression hit in 1891.  

One response by the Victorian Government to the 1890s depression was to provide 

working folk with greater opportunities to settle and establish a livelihood. In West 

Brunswick, the Brunswick Land Purchase Act 1900 enabled the purchase of the 

Hopetoun Estate (later known as the Brunswick Estate) of 91 acres (37.5 hectares) 

under the ‘Closer Settlement Scheme’. The land was subdivided into fifty-six 

allotments of between one and two acres, which were made available to ‘working 

men’ on a lease purchase arrangement. The Brunswick Estate was the first Closer 

Settlement scheme in metropolitan Melbourne (Historica 2010:72-3).  

By the early 1900s, as the local economy recovered, residential development was 

encouraged in the area and many streets are lined with the Edwardian and Federation 

homes from this period. There was extensive housing development in West 

Brunswick after the First World War, with large areas taken up with timber 

Californian Bungalows and other interwar house styles. Three state school opened in 

West Brunswick in the 1920s to accommodate the growing population. The electric 

tram from the city to Coburg, which travelled along Melville Road, commenced in 

1925 and this greatly encouraged this suburban development. A post office had 

opened in West Brunswick in 1913, and there was commercial development along 

Grantham Street and Melville Street. Local industries also prospered in the area, 

including textiles and light manufacturing. 

Much of the interwar housing, which was predominantly made up of Californian 

Bungalows, was financed by the State Savings Bank of Victoria, which provided a 

generous credit scheme for those building their own homes. Another economical and 

novel method of construction in the 1920s was the use of reinforced concrete, and 

several examples of concrete houses survive in West Brunswick. During the 1930s, 

builders also started erecting homes in brick veneer, and the Spanish Mission style 

became popular along elevated allotments in Brunswick Road, Brunswick West 

(Historica 2010:75-76). The area continued to be attractive to those looking for an 

affordable suburban home, with the later subdivisions of the interwar period providing 

larger house blocks than those in Brunswick proper. In the early 1940s, the Housing 

Commission of Victoria erected a group of detached housing in West Brunswick for 

low-income earners. Parts of the former Closer Settlement area were developed at 

Moonee Vale in the postwar period. 

 

History 

No houses are shown on the southern side of Newman Street between Straw and 

Wallace Streets on the MMBW Detail Plan of 1910, which revealed a three-foot wide 

main sewer running through the empty block (MMBW 1910). Extensive suburban 

development took place in West Brunswick in the 1920s, with the subdivisions of a 

large number of housing estates in that decade. The first house in this section of 

Newman Street was first recorded in street directories in 1920 (SM 1920).  

 

A four-roomed timber house owned by John M. Roberts of West Brunswick first 

appeared in a rate assessment dated 16 December 1929. Roberts’s occupation was 

given as a ‘traveller’, which was akin to a travelling salesman (Roberts, Probate 



papers, 1938). In 1929 Roberts was leasing the house to hotel porter Richard Joseph 

Gale (RB 1930), who lived there with his wife Molly Beatrice Gale (ER 1931). The 

previous council rate assessment, dated 10 December 1928, included a notation that a 

‘WB Villa’ was under construction on the land (RB 1929). Roberts had owned the 

vacant land (allotments 59/60) for a number of years (RB 1925-1928).  

 

The timber Californian Bungalow at 33 Newman Street, with its multiple gabled 

front, timber shingles and brick-piered verandah, bears a likeness to the 1920s pattern 

book designs of the State Savings Bank of Victoria and it is possible that that house 

was financed through the State Bank’s credit foncier scheme, which provided 

affordable loans to new home builders. A branch of the State Savings Bank had 

opened on Melville Road, West Brunswick, by this time, which serviced customers in 

the local area.  

 

The house was first numbered 33 Newman Street in the Sands and McDougall street 

directory of 1930 (SM 1930). A number of tenants lived in the house during that 

decade including Gale, Norman McCartney, Isabella Bodley and William C. 

McConnel, although Roberts retained ownership until he passed away on 23 March 

1938 and the property was sold by executor’s auction the following year (SM 1932-

1936; Age 8 April 1939:2). From 1941, retired shipwright William Henry Knapman 

and his wife Holly were owner-occupiers. On William Knapman’s death in 1953, by 

that time described as an investor, the title to the property passed to his widow Holly 

Knapman. Members of the Knapman family were owners and residents until at least 

the mid-1970s (RB 1941, 1945; SM 1941-1974). It is likely that the garden, with its 

mature plantings of Cupressus semprevirens was developed during the period of the 

Knapman’s ownership from 1941. 
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Description 

This weatherboard Californian Bungalow has a typically dominant gable-fronted roof 

with two smaller gabled bays projecting forwards from the front of the house; a 

smaller gable to the left containing a room, and a larger gable over the porch.  The 

gable ends are decorated with timber shingles supported on timber modillions and 

there are diamond-shaped vents to the main and porch gables. The porch gable has a 

timber frieze and rests on square brick piers with a rendered band and tapered 

rendered top. Both the pier and the brick balustrade are constructed of red bricks with 

clinker bricks laid as decorative soldier course at mid-wall height. There are triple 

panelled casement windows in both the east and west bays. The house is 

complemented by the extraordinary brick and render front fence, which matches the 

verandah piers and balustrades in materials form and detailing. The tall end piers and 

those framing the entrances match the verandah piers, while the fence wall is the same 

as the balustrade. The front garden features mature plantings including several Italian 

or Mediterranean cypresses (Cupressus sempervirens) in a line behind the front fence, 

and a Canary Island Palm (Phoenix canariensis). 

A garage has been added to the west side of the house.  

 

Comparative analysis 

Interwar houses are well represented in the Heritage Overlay in Moreland in a range 

of styles including the ubiquitous bungalow, which was popular throughout the 1920s 

and the 1930s, as well as Spanish Mission, Old English and Moderne, which were 

popular from the late 1920s onwards. Compared to pre-World War I houses, a greater 

percentage of these houses retain their original front fence. Some of the better 

examples include: 

- HO33 Brunswick Road West. This is a small precinct of substantial interwar houses 

on large elevated sites extending from nos. 483 to 507. Several retain original front 

fences and retaining walls. Better examples include ‘Hokitika’ at no.489 (clinker 

brick with wrought iron balustrade in a matching pattern to the balcony balustrade to 

the house), no.491 (Spanish Mission house with low render wall and piers with 

wrought iron balustrade). 

- 290 Moreland Road, Brunswick (HO332). This is a transitional gable fronted attic 

bungalow. Both the house and the original brick front fence are rather conventional in 

style. The fence comprises of brick piers with rounded render caps and a balustrade 

with narrow slot openings. 

- 292 Moreland Road, Brunswick (HO333). This highly intact Spanish Mission style 

house is complemented by an original front fence with clinker brick piers with square 

render caps, low rendered balustrades and decorative steelwork that matches the 

balustrade of the house porch. 

- 655 Park Street, Brunswick (HO134). This is a fine and intact example of an 

interwar bungalow with Arts & Crafts detailing. The original front fence uses the 

same design elements with a bluestone plinth, clinker brick piers capped with render. 

Original timber pickets and gate described in the citation have been replaced. 



- ‘Harcourt’, 43 Whitby Street, Brunswick West (HO198). This is a fine and intact 

example of an interwar bungalow with an integrated front fence and garage. Whilst 

relatively conventional in form, the fence is distinguished by an original lych-gate 

over the driveway. 

The superior examples of the fences described above have been specifically designed 

to complement the house through materials, form and detailing, rather than just being 

a standard interwar style. This is evident at 33 Newman Street, where the fence 

exactly matches the verandah piers and balustrade. While the house has a visible 

addition, this has been done in a relatively sympathetic manner and the house 

otherwise has comparable integrity to the places cited above. 

The Italian cypresses are not a typical interwar planting for a house of this style 

(although they were sometimes used to complement Spanish Mission style houses), 

but together they form a notable and distinctive grouping, which creates a dramatic 

silhouette within the streetscape. 

 

Statement of significance 

 

What is significant? 

The house, constructed in 1929, at 33 Newman Street, Brunswick is significant. This 

weatherboard Californian Bungalow has a typically dominant gable-fronted roof with 

two smaller gabled bays projecting forwards from the front of the house: a smaller 

gable to the left containing a room, and a larger gable over the porch.  The gable ends 

are decorated with timber shingles supported on timber modillions and there are 

diamond-shaped vents to the main and porch gables. The porch gable has a timber 

frieze and rests on square brick piers with a rendered band and tapered rendered top. 

Both the pier and the brick balustrade are constructed of red bricks with clinker bricks 

laid as decorative soldier course at mid-wall height. There are triple panelled 

casement windows in both the east and west bays. The house is complemented by the 

extraordinary brick and render front fence, which matches the verandah piers and 

balustrades in materials form and detailing. The tall end piers and those framing the 

entrances match the verandah piers, while the fence wall is the same as the balustrade. 

The front garden features several Italian or Mediterranean cypresses (Cupressus 

sempervirens) in a line behind the front fence. 

Non-original alterations and additions including the garage are not significant. 

How is it significant? 

The house at 33 Newman Street, Brunswick West is of local aesthetic significance to 

the City of Moreland. 

Why is it significant? 

This is significant as a typical interwar gable-fronted bungalow, which is 

complemented by the intact and well-detailed front fence that has been designed to 

complement the detailing of the porch and balustrade created a unified ensemble. The 

setting of the house is also enhanced by the line of Italian Cypresses, which create a 

dramatic silhouette within the streetscape. (Criterion E) 

 



Planning Control Recommendations 

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Moreland 

Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 

Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 

Moreland Planning Scheme: 

 

External Paint Colours  

Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

No 

Internal Alteration Controls  

Is a permit required for internal alterations?  

No 

 

Tree Controls  

Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

Yes – Italian cypresses 

(Cupressus 

sempervirens within 

front yard) 

Victorian Heritage Register 

Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage 

Register? 

No 

Incorporated Plan  

Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  

Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt 

from notice and review?  

Yes – front fence 

 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which 

would otherwise be prohibited?  

No 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 

Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is 

subject to the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act 2006? 

No 

 

 


