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History and Historical Context 

 
Thematic context

 This place is associated with the following theme/s identified by the City of Moreland Thematic History (2010):



 Theme Ten: Sustaining Moreland's community and cultural life

 10.3 Caring for Moreland's community



 Contextual history

 In the nineteenth century, Australian men could become members of a wide range of orders, lodges and friendly societies 
which covered an equally wide range of political, religious, nationalistic and occupational bents. The second half of the 
nineteenth century saw the formation of such groups as the Australian Natives Association (ANA), the Independent 
Order of Rechabites (IOR), the Independent Order of Odd Fellows (IOOF),the United Ancient Order of Druids (UAOD), 
the Irish National Foresters,and the Order of the Sons of Temperance. These groups sought, among other things, to 
provide co-operative benefits to their members, which included low-cost medical treatments and medicines. To this 
effect, many of the groups employed their own doctors, and established their own dispensaries. These dispensaries did 
not manufacture their own products; rather, they were imported or obtained locally and sold on a co-operative basis, 
exclusively to members of the various societies (Hermes 56896, Historica 2010:113).

 

The first friendly society dispensary in Australia was established by the IOOF in Sydney in 1847. At first, the various 
groups were fiercely independent, but it was soon realised that joint dispensaries offered an even greater benefit. This led 
to the emergence of dispensaries operated under the auspices of the United Friendly Societies (UFS). The first UFS 
dispensary in Victoria was established in Emerald Hill (South Melbourne) in 1869, followed by branches in the city 
(1870), Collingwood (1871) and Bendigo (1872) (Hermes 56896).



The Brunswick & Coburg UFS Dispensary, opened in 1884, was the first to be established in Moreland. Originally 
located in a building in Brunswick on the north side of Victoria Street, west of the railway line, new premises were 
erected at 307 Victoria Street in 1903, and they remained there until at least the 1970s. As the population of Coburg grew 
during the early twentieth century a separate Dispensary was opened in 1913 at 559 Sydney Road (Hermes 56896 & 
58968). 



As Brunswick grew during the inter-War period, a number of other UFS Dispensaries were erected to serve the growing 
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population: the Brunswick East Dispensary at 1 Nicholson Street (c.1927), the Brunswick West Dispensary at 228 
Melville Road (1930), and a second Brunswick East Dispensary at 469 Lygon Street (1936, since demolished). Also in 
1936 the Melbourne branch of the UFS established another Dispensary in Brunswick Eastat the corner of Blyth and 
Nicholson streets (demolished c.2015). All of these remained in operation until at least the 1970s; only Brunswick West 
still operates as a pharmacy today (SM).



 Place history

 Some parts of Brunswick West were subdivided into housing allotments during the nineteenth century, but most of the 
area was too remote from transport and services and little development occurred until the early twentieth century. The 
catalyst for the suburban development of Brunswick West was the opening of the electric tram from the City to West 
Coburg via Grantham Street, Dawson Street and Melville Road. The first section, which terminated at Albion Street, 
opened by October 1925 and the line was extended to the terminus at Bell Street by 1927.



As suburban development progressed along Melville Road a small shopping centre developed around the intersection of 
Moreland Road to serve the local needs of residents and by 1930 this contained three shops on the east side just south of 
Irving Crescent (a fruit shop, grocer and butcher) and a further five on the west side including a baker, confectioner, and 
another butcher and grocer (SM).



The Brunswick West Branch of the UFS Dispensary was openedon 1 September1930 and 2271 prescriptions had been 
issued by the time the annual report was presented in January 1931 (Advocate, 28 August 1930, p.28; The Age, 22 
January 1931, p.5). The building, whichwas on the north side of Irving Crescent and Melville Road, was designed by 
architects H.M. Thompson and R.A. Terry who called tenders in April, 1930 (Construction and Local Government 
Journal, 9 April 1930, p.17).



In 2017 the building was known as the Brunswick West Pharmacy.

 

 Sources

 Hatch, Mary and Williams, Rees, A Short History of the Brighton Dispensary, 1978

Historica, City of Moreland Thematic History, 2010

Wynd, Ian, Geelong United Friendly Society Dispensary Centenary, 1898-1998, 1998

Sands & McDougall Directory (SM), various dates

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
This is a single storey interwar commercial building occupying a prominent corner site within a small interwar shopping 
centre at the intersection of Melville Road and Moreland Road. It is constructedfrom red brick, with rendered bands at sill 
height and the base of thelow simple parapet surmounted by a rendered cornice thatpartiallyconceals a hip roof. Pilasters 
that project slightly above the parapetmark the corners of the building (the and frame the central section ofthe long south 
facade, which contains three arched multi-paned timbersash windows (one since converted to a doorway) which are 
slightlyinsetbelow the original render panel sign with 'Brunswick & CoburgUFS Dispensary' in raised letters. The sign 
panelis shaped with incisedends anda pointed top, which echoes the low triangular pediment above.The bay to the left 
contains a tall rectangular multi-paned timber sashwindow, while there is a smaller window in the bay to the right.The 
narrow Melville Road facade contains a small arched timber multi-paned sash window to the right, a large arched central 
window with a multi-paned highlight and a large fixedpane below,and an arched doorway with multi-panedhighlightto 
the left. All openings are slightly inset. Above is a cantllevered canopy. <!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD 
HTML 4.01//EN""http://www.w3.org/TR/html4/strict.dtd"> 
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The building is in excellent condition and has a relatively high degree of external integrity and intactness. The key visible 
change has been the conversion of one window in the side wall to create an accessible entrance, and the addition of 
signage to the wall corner. This has been done in a sensitive manner and has not adversely impacted upon the building. 
The front door to Melville Road is not original and a roller security screen has been added. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
This is one of three surviving UFS Dispensaries in Moreland. The others at 559 Sydney Road, Coburg and 307 Victoria 
Street, Brunswick are both two storey Federation era buildings and so are not directly comparable to this building. Like 
the other buildings, however, this former Dispensary has a relatively high degree of integrity and intactness and the 
former use and association is clearly demonstrated by the original integral signage on the south elevation. Notably, it is 
the only example stillused as a pharmacy, continuing its historic use.



It is also a good and substantially intact example of an interwarcommercial building. Unlike many other interwar 
commercial buildings, its ground floor has not been disfigured by the installation of modern shopfronts and it retains the 
distinctive original unpainted face brickwork.

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

 The former Brunswick & Coburg United Friendly Society Dispensary, now the Brunswick West Pharmacy, designed by 
H.M. Thompson and R.A. Terry and constructed in 1930 at 228 Melville Road, Brunswick West, is significant. This is a 
single storey interwar commercial building occupying a prominent corner site within a small interwar shopping centre at 
the intersection of Melville Road and Moreland Road. It is constructed from red brick, with rendered bands at sill height 
and the base of the low simple parapet surmounted by a rendered cornice that partially conceals a hip roof. Pilasters that 
project slightly above the parapet mark the corners of the building (the and frame the central section of the long south 
facade, which contains three arched multi-paned timber sash windows (one since converted to a doorway) which are 
slightly inset below the original render panel sign with 'Brunswick & Coburg UFS Dispensary' in raised letters. The sign 
panel is shaped with incised ends and a pointed top, which echoes the low triangular pediment above.The bay to the left 
contains a tall rectangular multi-paned timber sashwindow, while there is a smaller window in the bay to the right.The 
narrow Melville Road facade contains a small arched timber multi-paned sash window to the right, a large arched central 
window with a multi-paned highlight and a large fixedpane below,and an arched doorway with multi-paned highlight to 
the left. All openings are slightly inset. Above is a cantllevered canopy.



Non-original alterations and additions including the signage are not significant.



 How is it significant?

 The former Brunswick & Coburg United Friendly Society Dispensary, at 228 Melville Road, Brunswick West is of local 
historic and aesthetic significance to the City of Moreland.

 

 Why is it significant?

 It is significant for its association with the co-operative system of pharmaceutical supply to members of friendly 
societies, which developedin the late nineteenth century and flourished until well into thetwentieth century.This branch, 
erected in 1930, demonstrates the expansion of UFS facilities during the interwar period and is associated with the 
suburban development of Brunswick West at that time. It is of note as the only surviving UFS still used for its original 
purpose. (Criteria A & H)



Aesthetically, it is a fine and well-detailed example of an interwar commercial building, which is notable for its relatively 
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high degree of intactness including original fenestration and signage. Occupying a prominent corner site, it is a distinctive 
element within the streetscape in Melville Road. (Criterion D & E)

Recommendations 2017 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Other Recommendations 

 
Recommended for inclusion in the Heritage Overlay as an individual place. No specific HO controls are required.

This information is provided for guidance only and does not supersede 
official documents, particularly the planning scheme. Planning controls 
should be verified by checking the relevant municipal planning scheme.
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