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Locality History 

The suburb of East Brunswick formed part of the former City of Brunswick. It is 

bounded on the north by Moreland Road, on the east by Lygon Street and on the west 

by the Merri Creek, which formed the eastern limit of the former City of Brunswick. 

The creek attracted settlers who took up farming.  Quarrying was an early industry in 

the area, with Wales’ bluestone quarry (City of Moreland HO2) established near the 

Merri Creek in the 1860s. Other quarries followed and clay pits were also established. 

 

Following the pattern of development in Brunswick proper, there was extensive 

subdivision of land in East Brunswick for residential development in the 1880s. There 

was a larger proportion of detached housing in East Brunswick than Brunswick 

proper, particularly from the Edwardian period, reflecting a major period of 

development in the suburb. With suburban growth came the demand for the provision 

of public space and Fleming Park was developed on an abandoned quarry site in 

1917-18. The electric tram along Lygon Street commenced in 1916 to service workers 

in the growing area. The textile industry thrived in East Brunswick, with Prestige 

Hosiery established in 1922.  

 

Settled slightly later than Brunswick proper, some large estates survived longer into 

the twentieth century. The Sumner property, ‘Stony Park’ (built c.1860s) on the west 

bank of the Merri Creek, was subdivided in 1924 and was developed as an extensive 

interwar housing estate (Sumner Estate, HO238). A large number of war service 

homes were also built in several streets off Stewart Street, East Brunswick, in the 

early 1920s (Historica 2010). 

 

History 

Originally known as Cameron Street, Lygon Street was named after the British 

cabinet minister, Lord Lygon, in 1872 (Historica 2010:40). 

 

The double-storeyed brick terrace pair at 31-33 Lygon Street, East Brunswick, was 

built between 1884 and 1885 for Robert C. Logan. The terraces were among the first 

brick buildings on the west side of Lygon Street, just north of Brunswick Road (RB 

1880-1884/85). Logan died suddenly in December 1885 at ‘Clyde-villa’, Lygon 

Street, East Brunswick (Argus, 29 December 1885). He was described on his death as 

‘an old and established resident’, although aged only 37 (Age, 30 December 1885: 6).  

 

After Logan’s brief ownership, 31-33 Lygon Street were simultaneously used as a 

dwelling, shop and bakery for most of their history (RB 1886-1958/59). Alexander 

Cran Keith – a baker – bought the terraces in 1886, and probably established his 

business in the first few years here (RB 1886-1890). By 1890, Keith’s terraces 

comprised a three-roomed ‘dwelling’, as well as a shop and bakery (RB 1890). It was 

presumably during the Keith’s ownership that the Scottish house names ‘Inverurie’ 

and ‘Keithhall’ were affixed to the pediments, possibly erasing the earlier name of 

‘Clyde-villa’. 

 

During the 1890s, rates officers differentiated 31 and 33 Lygon Street by allotment 

number; they are listed in the rate books as Allotment 3 and 4/6 respectively (RB 

1890, 1895). Between 1890 and 1895, the property’s physical descriptions varied, 

although they recurrently mentioned a dwelling and shop (RB 1890-1895).  

 



 
 
Detail from MMBW Detail Plan No. 1871, dated 1905 (source: SLV) 

 

In 1899, allotments 3 and 4/6 adopted present-day street numbers, and were 

subsequently listed as 31 and 33-35 Lygon Street (RB 1900). The MMBW detail plan 

of 1905 (see above) indicates that the properties were initially much larger than they 

are today, and included a wide building – numbered ‘35’ – attached to the north side 

of 33 Lygon Street (MMBW 1905). This extension contained the bakery and shop 

(RB 1900, 1905).  

 

31-33 Lygon Street expanded between 1900 and 1905, each holding six rooms by 

1905 (RB 1900, 1905). By this time, Keith also owned ‘fenced land’ nearby, which he 

held until his death in 1913. He died at the age of 60 at ‘Bon Accord’, Lygon Street, 

East Brunswick, having operated a baking establishment in Lygon Street for many 

years (Age, 26 December 1913: 6).  

 

By 1915, Alfred Kirton – another baker – had bought 31 and 33-35 Lygon Street, 

including the fenced land formerly owned by Keith (RB 1910, 1915). Throughout his 

ownership, 31 Lygon Street is consistently described in the rate books as a six-roomed 

brick house, measuring 16 feet and six inches across (RB 1915-1935).  

 

Descriptions of 33-35 Lygon Street varied over these years; initially an 11-room brick 

house in 1902, the property was later described as having nine rooms in 1920, and as 

a ‘seven-room brick house and shop’ from c.1925 until at least 1958/59 (RB 1920-

1958/59). As 33-35 Lygon Street maintained its frontage of 49 feet and six inches 

over this period, it may be possible to attribute varying room numbers to different 

rates officers. 

 

The properties were purchased by Capitol Bakeries in 1936, and the company 

continued to operate from 31 and 33-35 Lygon Street for at least another thirty-five 

years (RB 1936-1971/72).  
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Description and Integrity 

This pair of terraced, double-storey dwellings is located on the western side of Lygon 

Street, and set back from the street frontage behind a small garden and iron palisade 

fence with bricked pillars and a bluestone plinth. 

 

The two dwellings are separated by projecting party walls with rendered scroll 

brackets to each level. Each dwelling has a balustraded parapet with an urn finial over 

a pedestal at each end. A triangular pediment is inscribed with the name of each house 

(No. 31- ‘Inverurie’, No. 33 – ‘Keithhall’). A dentil cornice sits below the parapet.  

 

Walls are of face red brick with likely bichromatic (now painted) detailing over the 

windows and to courses along the façade. Balconies at the lower and upper levels 

have cast iron posts and iron frieze and brackets. Dentil detailing is notable to both 

verandah beams. Rendered details can be noted to the face brick end and party walls. 

 

Each dwelling has a tripartite window with twisted columns at ground level. Entry 

doors are four panelled timber doors with leadlight to the highlight windows. 

 

At ground level, a brick wing wall with rendered top separates the two dwellings. 

Tessellated tiling is noted to the verandahs and front paths.  

 

The pair of dwellings has a high level of intactness, with the only notable alteration is 

the painting of the bi-chrome brick detailing. 

 



Comparative Analysis 

In Brunswick East, Victorian era houses are typically terraces or detached cottages, 

designed to accommodate the growing number of workers employed in Brunswick’s 

expanding industries during the ‘Boom’ years (1880s). Most are built of timber with 

some masonry examples evident.  

 

Of the Individually Significant Victorian dwellings in East Brunswick included on the 

Heritage Overlay, terraced houses are generally single storey. Detailing is not 

elaborate but includes typical features such as cast-iron verandah friezes and posts, 

decorative parapets, bichromatic brick work or rendered facades to masonry 

buildings, tripartite windows, and wooden four panel entry doors, often with side 

lights and/or highlights.  

 

The pair of double storey terraced houses at 31-33 Lygon Street can be compared to: 

  

 76 Victoria Street, Brunswick East (HO306). Built c.1892 

An elaborately decorated bi-chrome brick two storey Victorian house with an 

unpainted rendered parapet and intact iron palisade front fence. 

 

The pair of double-storey terraced houses at 31-33 Lygon Street are comparable as 

intact and relatively rare examples of double-storey terrace houses in the suburb. 

While the Victoria Street property is more elaborate in its detailing (built later in the 

Boom period), both houses have a high level of intactness and a range of decorative 

features associated with the later Victorian period, including balustraded parapets 

with pediment, cast iron verandah posts, balustrades and friezes, bichromatic brick 

detailing (painted on Lygon Street properties), and original iron palisade front fences. 

Window and entry door details vary but are original on all properties.   

 

The pair of double-storey terraced houses at 31-33 Lygon Street, Brunswick East, can 

be compared to the following properties in Brunswick:  

 

 216-222 Barkly Street, Brunswick (HO265) (Constructed in stage, 220-222 

built in 1889, 218 and 216 built between 1888-1891) 

Two pairs of almost identical brick two storey terrace houses, built of 

polychromatic brick. Highly intact, including verandah posts, lace, tiling and 

door and window treatments.  

 

While the Barkly Street terrace have a different roof form to the Lygon Street 

properties, they are comparable as paired double storey brick terraces with intact 

façade detailing from the late Victorian period. The Lygon St terrace retains the 

original iron palisade fences to both houses, whereas the original fences have been 

replaced at some of the houses in the Barkly Street group. 

 

Statement of Significance 

 

What is Significant? 

The pair of double-storey terraced houses at 31-33 Lygon Street, Brunswick East, 

built in 1884-85, is significant. The iron palisade fence with bluestone plinth to each 

house is also significant. 

 



How is it significant? 

The pair of terrace houses at 31-33 Lygon St, Brunswick East, is of local aesthetic 

significance to the City of Moreland. It is also a representative example of Victorian 

era, double storey, brick terraces in the municipality 

 

Why is it significant? 

The pair of houses at 31-33 Lygon Street, Brunswick East, built c.1884-85, is 

historically significant as evidence of the extensive development in Brunswick during 

the 1880s. The terraces were among the first buildings on the west side of Lygon 

Street, north of Brunswick Road, when rapid development of the suburb occurred in 

the ‘Boom’ period of the 1880s. (Criterion A) 

 

The pair of houses at 31-33 Lygon Street, Brunswick East, is architecturally 

significant as a representative example of double-storey brick terraces from the 1880s. 

The pair has a number of characteristics associated with the type including a party 

wall with projecting fin, a balustraded parapet with pediment, cast iron posts, frieze 

and bracket to the balcony and the verandah, tripartite windows, bichrome brickwork 

and tessellated tiling. (Criterion D) 

 

The pair of houses at 31-33 Lygon Street, Brunswick East, retains a number of intact 

features including a balustraded parapet with an urn finial over a pedestal at each end, 

a triangular pediment is inscribed with the name of each house (No. 31- ‘Inverurie’, 

No. 33 – ‘Keithhall’), dentil cornice below the parapet, biochromatic brickwork (now 

painted) over the windows and to courses along the façade,  cast iron verandah posts, 

frieze and brackets, tripartite windows with twisted columns at ground level, four 

panelled timber entry doors with leadlight to the highlight windows, tessellated tiling 

to the verandahs and front paths, and an iron palisade fence with bricked pillars and a 

bluestone plinth. (Criterion E) 

 

 

Planning Control Recommendations 

 

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Moreland 

Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 

 

Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 

Moreland Planning Scheme: 

 

External Paint Colours  

Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

No 

Internal Alteration Controls  

Is a permit required for internal alterations?  

No 

 

Tree Controls  

Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

No 

Victorian Heritage Register 

Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage 

Register? 

No 

Incorporated Plan  

Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  Yes 



Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt 

from notice and review?  

 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which 

would otherwise be prohibited?  

No 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 

Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is 

subject to the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act 2006? 

No 

 


