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Name: 28 – Glen Iris, 30 – Hazel-Glen Architect: 

Place Type: Residential House Builder: 

Grading: Significant Construction Date: 1919 

Extent of Overlay: To title boundaries 

Architectural Style: Victorian Period (1851-1901) 

 

 

 
 

 

Locality History 

The suburb of East Brunswick formed part of the former City of Brunswick. It is 

bounded on the north by Moreland Road, on the east by Lygon Street and on the west 

by the Merri Creek, which formed the eastern limit of the former City of Brunswick. 

The creek attracted settlers who took up farming.  Quarrying was an early industry in 

the area, with Wales’ bluestone quarry (City of Moreland HO2) established near the 

Merri Creek in the 1860s. Other quarries followed and clay pits were also established. 



Following the pattern of development in Brunswick proper, there was extensive 

subdivision of land in East Brunswick for residential development in the 1880s. There 

was a larger proportion of detached housing in East Brunswick than Brunswick 

proper, particularly from the Edwardian period, reflecting a major period of 

development in the suburb. With suburban growth came the demand for the provision 

of public space and Fleming Park was developed on an abandoned quarry site in 

1917-18. The electric tram along Lygon Street commenced in 1916 to service workers 

in the growing area. The textile industry thrived in East Brunswick, with Prestige 

Hosiery established in 1922.  

 

Settled slightly later than Brunswick proper, some large estates survived longer into 

the twentieth century. The Sumner property, ‘Stony Park’ (built c.1860s) on the west 

bank of the Merri Creek, was subdivided in 1924 and was developed as an extensive 

interwar housing estate (Sumner Estate, HO238). A large number of war service 

homes were also built in several streets off Stewart Street, East Brunswick, in the 

early 1920s (Historica 2010). 

  

History  

The land upon which 28-30 Albert Street is built was originally known as Allotment 

10 – a 40-feet wide property on the south side of Albert Street that had had no 

previous buildings on it (RB 1905-1919; S&M 1920). The MMBW detail plan of 

1906 indicates that this side of Albert Street was not subdivided until after 1906 

(MMBW 1906).  

 

The pair of single-fronted, four-roomed Edwardian/Federation brick cottages at 28-30 

Albert Street, East Brunswick, were built in 1919 for W.H. Deipenau, a contractor. 

Each of the terrace house has an unusual decorative treatment to the gable end where 

the house names ‘Glen-Iris’ and ‘Hazel-Glen’ appear; this features stylised plant life 

suggestive of an Art Nouveau influence. 

 

During the twentieth century, the properties’ street numbers changed twice. Originally 

described as 372-374 Albert Street in the early 1920s, the house numbers changed 

again in 1928 to 238-240 Albert Street. Between 1955 and 1958, the current street 

number allocation of 28-30 Albert Street was adopted (RB 1920-1930, 1955, 

1958/59). 

 

For over forty years, W.H. Deipenau rented 28-30 Albert Street to various tenants 

while living in Victoria Street near his relatives Alfred, William and Henry (RB 1919-

1958/59; S&M 1920-1960). The properties at 28-30 Albert Street remained in the 

Deipenau family until at least 1971, and continued to be used as rental 

accommodation. During the mid- to late- 1970s, Sidney Cooke Limited took over 

ownership of both houses (RB 1971/72, 1978/79, S&M 1970, 1974). 
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Description and Integrity 

This pair of single-fronted brick houses is located on the southern side of the street, 

with a garden set back consistent across both houses. Number 28 has a hedge at the 

front boundary and number 30 has a small non-original timber picket fence. 

 

The houses are notable for their distinctive pressed metal gable detailing. Embossed 

with a curvaceous floral motif, reminiscent of the Art Deco styling, each gable is also 

inscribed with a name. (Number 28: ‘Glen Iris, Number 30: ‘Hazel Glen). 

 

The form of each dwelling is a simple rectangle, separated by a brick party wall, with 

corbelling at the upper edge.  For each house, entry is set back from the front façade 

and accessed via a side verandah enclosed by the main roof line. Verandahs and 

entries are located on the exterior edges of the pair. Timber verandah posts are turned 

and fretwork and brackets are simple with a single carved detail evident centrally at 

the verandah opening. A single window is located to the front of each dwelling. The 

double timber casement windows are covered by a simple window hood with 

corrugated metal roof and simple timber detailing and brackets, and has simple timber 

brackets below. Details are consistent across the two dwellings. Each house has a 

brick chimney with terra cotta chimney pot. 

 

The houses are intact with the façade of number 28 in better condition than on number 

30. In both houses, the face brick has been painted. A new corrugated iron roof is 

evident on number 30. 

  

Comparative Analysis 

There are a number of Individually Significant Federation/Edwardian houses on the 

Heritage Overlay for Moreland, including examples of free standing villas and semi-

detached pairs. In the early years of the twentieth century, the semi-detached pair was 

preferred over the terrace form, sharing a single party wall. Typically, semi-detached 

pairs were constructed of either timber or face brick with tuck pointing. Semi-

detached pairs often consisted of an identical façade, reversed. Features include return 

verandah with entry at the side rather than the front of the property, timber casement 

windows, turned timber verandah posts and decorative timber verandah friezes. Roof 

forms were either hipped of hipped with front facing gable. 

 



The level of intactness of the Edwardian villas in East Brunswick already on the 

Heritage Overlay is moderate to high, with alterations to the front verandah most 

common (removal of decorative elements and/or replacement of posts, or entirely 

rebuilt). 

 

The pair of houses at 28-30 Albert Street, East Brunswick, can be compared with the 

following properties: 

 The houses at 9 Aintree Street and 1 Maghull Street, Brunswick East. 

(HO321) Built c.1915. These houses were built at a similar time to the Albert 

Street houses, and despite the different street addresses, were built as a pair. 

Unlike the Albert St houses, this pair is constructed of timber and the form 

varies in that there is a shared verandah running across the face with 

projecting wings to either side. (U-shaped plan). Detailing is typically 

Edwardian. 

 The houses at 333-335 Brunswick Road, Brunswick. (HO42) Built c.1910. 

This pair of semi-detached timber cottages is significant for the fine 

craftsmanship and building skills demonstrated and by the quality of the 

timber work on the facades of what are relatively small cottages. 

 

The pair of houses at 28-30 Albert Street, East Brunswick, compares as a pair of 

semi-detached cottages. While there are variations in form and construction type 

(brick as opposed to timber in the examples), the art deco detailing on the Albert 

Street pair compares favourably as fine detailing on what are otherwise small and 

simple cottages. 

 

Statement of Significance 
What is Significant? 

The pair of houses at 28-30 Albert Street, Brunswick East, built in 1919, is 

significant. 

 

How is it significant? 

The pair of houses at 28-30 Albert Street, Brunswick East is of local aesthetic 

significance to the City of Moreland. 

 

Why is it significant? 

The pair of houses at 28-30 Albert Street, Brunswick East is significant for the 

distinctive pressed metal detailing to the front gable. Embossed with a curvaceous 

floral motif, reminiscent of the Art Deco styling, each gable is also inscribed with a 

house name - ‘Glen Iris’ for No. 28, and ‘Hazel Glen’ for No. 30.(Criterion E) 

 

Planning Control Recommendations 

 

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Moreland 

Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 

 

Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 

Moreland Planning Scheme: 

 

External Paint Colours  

Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

No 



Internal Alteration Controls  

Is a permit required for internal alterations?  

No 

 

Tree Controls  

Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

No 

Victorian Heritage Register 

Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage 

Register? 

No 

Incorporated Plan  

Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  

Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt 

from notice and review?  

No 

 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which 

would otherwise be prohibited?  

No 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 

Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is 

subject to the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act 2006? 

No 

 


