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Figure 1. Number 25 - Albert House on the left, and number 23 - Canaway House on the right. 

Locality History 
The suburb of East Brunswick formed part of the former City of Brunswick. It is 
bounded on the north by Moreland Road, on the east by Lygon Street and on the west 
by the Merri Creek, which formed the eastern limit of the former City of Brunswick. The 
creek attracted settlers who took up farming.  Quarrying was an early industry in the area, 
with Wales’ bluestone quarry (City of Moreland HO2) established near the Merri Creek 
in the 1860s. Other quarries followed and clay pits were also established. 



Following the pattern of development in Brunswick proper, there was extensive 
subdivision of land in East Brunswick for residential development in the 1880s. There 
was a larger proportion of detached housing in East Brunswick than Brunswick proper, 
particularly from the Edwardian period, reflecting a major period of development in the 
suburb. With suburban growth came the demand for the provision of public space and 
Fleming Park was developed on an abandoned quarry site in 1917-18. The electric tram 
along Lygon Street commenced in 1916 to service workers in the growing area. The 
textile industry thrived in East Brunswick, with Prestige Hosiery established in 1922.  
Settled slightly later than Brunswick proper, some large estates survived longer into the 
twentieth century. The Sumner property, ‘Stony Park’ (built c.1860s) on the west bank of 
the Merri Creek, was subdivided in 1924 and was developed as an extensive interwar 
housing estate (Sumner Estate, HO238). A large number of war service homes were also 
built in several streets off Stewart Street, East Brunswick, in the early 1920s (Historica 
2010). 

 

History 
The dwellings at 23-25 Albert Street, East Brunswick, are a pair of five-roomed, brick 

terraced houses, built between 1878 and 1879 (RB 1875-1878/79). Allotment 131 was 

purchased in the name of Mary Byers (d.1919) between 1877 and 1878, and was 

described as ‘building land’ at the time (RB 1877/78). Byers was married to Francis 

Byers (d.1894). The Byers family owned 23-25 Albert Street for over forty years, 

Francis and Mary and their children were living at ‘Canaway House’ at 23 Albert 

Street, East Brunswick, in the early 1900s (trove 1901). They also rented the two 

properties to various individuals (RB 1878/79-1920).  

 

 
 

MMBW Detail Plan No. 1878, dated 1905 (source: State Library of Victoria) 

 

The houses were sold as a pair in 1924 at an auction held by McCrae & Co., and were 

bought by Henry Cake, a former tenant (RB 1920, 1925; Age, 9 April 1924:2). At this 

time, 23-25 Albert Street was listed as 349 and 347 Albert Street in both the 

municipal rate books and Sands and McDougall directories (RB; S&M). Street 

numbers changed again in 1928, listing 23 as 233 Albert Street and 25 as 231 Albert 

Street (RB; S&M). Present-day street numbers were eventually introduced in the 

1950s (RB 1950, 1958/59; S&M 1950-1960). 

 

Until the early 1920s, rates officers gave 23-25 Albert Street slightly varied physical 

descriptions. Prior to the early 1920s, the houses were described as a single property 

with a width of 36 feet, although rated separately (RB 1895-1925; Age, 9 April 

1924:2). After 1925, No. 23 Albert Street – occasionally referred to in the rate books 

as ‘Canaway House’ – had a frontage of 16 feet (RB 1925). Between 1950 and 1958, 



this had diminished to 15 feet and 10 inches (RB 1950, 1958/59). Meanwhile, 25 

Albert Street – also known as ‘Albert House’ – was consistently described as a 20-feet 

wide property until at least the late 1950s (RB 1925-1958/59). 
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Description & Integrity 

This pair of Victorian terraces is located on the northern side of Albert Street, East 

Brunswick. Set behind a deep front garden, the houses are slightly elevated above 

street level. Front fences are non-original. 

 

Constructed of brick with a rendered finish, the houses have matching parapets with a 

triangular pediment and simple cornicing. House names are inscribed in the pediments 

(number 25 – Albert House, number 23 – Canaway House).  

 

Number 23 retains much of the original detailing including a balcony with a bullnose 

roof, and simple cast iron balustrade and verandah frieze. At the lower level, a canted 

bay is enclosed within the verandah space. Slender, full length windows are centred 

on each of the three faces of the bay. The identical openings have shallow arches and 

are inset with timber sash windows. A timber front door has a highlight window 

above. 

 

Number 25 has been substantially altered with ‘period ‘style detailing added. Added 

details are generally more consistent with the later Victorian period when detailing 

was more elaborate.  Alterations to number 23 include: new verandah roof (non-

bullnose) to the upper level, replacement cast iron verandah posts, friezes at both 

levels and balustrade to the upper level, new timber picket front fence. French doors 

to the balcony may not be original. A tripartite timber window and timber front door 



with surrounded by side lights (one side) and high light windows appear to be 

original. 

 

Comparative Analysis 

In Brunswick East, Victorian houses are mostly terraces or detached cottages, with 

some examples of double fronted villas. Most are built of timber with some masonry 

examples evident.  

 

Of the Individually Significant Victorian dwellings in East Brunswick that are 

included on the Heritage Overlay, some are terraced houses, generally single storey. 

Detailing is not elaborate but includes typical features such as cast-iron verandah 

friezes and posts, decorative parapets, bichromatic brick work or rendered facades to 

masonry buildings, and tripartite windows, wooden four panel entry doors, often with 

side lights and/or highlights.  

 

The level of intactness of the Victorian terraced houses in East Brunswick on the 

Heritage Overlay is moderate to high, with alterations to the front verandah common 

(removal of decorative elements and/or replacement of posts, or entirely rebuilt). 

 

As an example of houses with an early build date, the pair of double storey terraced 

houses at 23-25 Albert St can be compared to:  

 

 247-249 Albert Street, Brunswick HO3. Built c.1865 

 373 Albert Street, Brunswick HO7. Built 1875-76. 

 195 Barkly St, Brunswick (recommended for inclusion in HO as part of this 

study). Built 1877-78 

 

All these houses were all built pre-1880s and are representative of the early 

development of the suburb, particularly along the Albert Street and Barkly Street 

which were some of the earliest streets to be established in the suburb. While varying 

in form and materiality, the simplicity of detailing of all the properties consistent with 

and reflective of the pre-1880s ‘Boom’ period where more elaborate ornamentation 

was typical.  

 

Statement of Significance 

What is Significant? 

The pair of double-storey terraced houses at 23-25 Albert Street, Brunswick East, 

built c.1878-79, is significant. 

 

How is it significant? 

The pair of double-storey terraced houses at 23-25 Albert Street, Brunswick East, is 

of local historical significance of the City of Moreland. 

 

Why is it significant? 

The pair of double storey terraced houses at 23-25 Albert Street, Brunswick East is 

significant for its pre-1880s build date and its association with the early development 

of the area, particularly along the Albert St which was one of the earliest streets to be 

established in the suburb. The simplicity of detailing of all the properties in consistent 

with and reflective of the pre-1880s Boom period. 

 



While No.25 has lost some of its architectural integrity following the replacement of 

verandah details, the form and overall appearance of the pair is intact and 

representative of the early period. (Criterion A) 

 

Planning Control Recommendations 

 

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Moreland 

Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 

 

Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 

Moreland Planning Scheme: 

 

External Paint Colours  

Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

No 

Internal Alteration Controls  

Is a permit required for internal alterations?  

No 

 

Tree Controls  

Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

No 

Victorian Heritage Register 

Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage 

Register? 

No 

Incorporated Plan  

Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  

Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt 

from notice and review?  

No 

 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which 

would otherwise be prohibited?  

No 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 

Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is 

subject to the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act 2006? 

No 

 

 


