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It is with great pleasure that Moreland 
City Council launches its JANUARY 
– JUNE instalment of the exhibition 
program at the Counihan Gallery In 
Brunswick, celebrating its twentieth 
year in 2019.

The gallery program draws inspiration 
from its namesake, the artist Noel 
Counihan (1913 – 1986) well known for 
his social and political commentary, 
activism and vocal support for the 
downtrodden and for free speech. 
His reputation for impassioned public 
speaking was established in close 
proximity to the Brunswick Town Hall, 
where the gallery is situated.

Since opening in 1999, the Counihan 
Gallery in Brunswick, City of Moreland, 
has earned a reputation for discourse 
and debate on contemporary issues 
that resonate with the local and 
broader community: human rights, 
social justice, gender equality, free 
speech and climate change.

Exhibitions at the Counihan Gallery 
are known for thought-provoking 
contemporary art by professional artists 
who create works that engage, challenge 

and excite visitors. The gallery has for 
twenty years contributed to Brunswick’s 
reputation for a progressive culture: 
aiming to educate, illuminate, inspire 
and rally its visitors even if it means 
being confronting on occasion, and 
exhibitions are always free!

In a celebratory year the gallery is 
pleased to open the program on 
Thursday 31 January with two group 
exhibitions — Twenty One Today and 
Endangered Space by artists from 
the Ovens Street and 23A Studios in 
Brunswick. Celebrating International 
Women’s Day in March we present an 
all-female line up with two exhibitions 
Second Homecoming and The 
Correspondence of Noticing before 
heading into April and the 2019 ART 
+ CLIMATE = CHANGE Festival with 
another double header – Backdrop 
and A Trees Worth. Finally, in June, we 
launch Fantastic Worlds, an exhibition 
of Children’s book illustrations, models 
and animation leading into the school 
holidays — sure to be a favourite!

There is much more yet to be 
announced, with special events and 
programs, as well as more exhibitions 
to follow in the second half of the year. 
On behalf of Moreland City Council  
I invite you all to the Counihan Gallery 
In Brunswick and hope to see you  
there in 2019!

 
Cr. Natalie Abboud 
Mayor Moreland City Council

Welcome 2019

Artists and curators are 
invited to submit proposals 
for projects that can be 
developed and achieved  
in 2020.

We welcome 
innovative ideas and 
critical approaches to 
contemporary art practice 
from across the cultural 
spectrum. 

For more information  
download an application 
pack from 
moreland.vic.gov.au/
counihan-gallery

Deadline  
5 PM Friday 
28 June 2019

CALL FOR  
PROPOSALS 2020

IMAGE Hrair Sarkissian. Horizon 2016.  
Two channel video, HD, 6'58". Dimensions variable.  
Courtesy of the artist. Photograph: Janelle Low
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Heading toward its 21st year of operation, 
founding members of the Ovens Street Studios  
in Brunswick celebrate a milestone anniversary 
with an exhibition of selected recent works;  
as assured as they are dynamic and varied.  
Twenty One Today features painting, sculpture 
and works on paper by artists who have 
established themselves over two decades  
as highly respected practitioners in their 
respective mediums. They are also significant 
patrons of the arts community, creating and 
overseeing an important cultural space which  
has for as many years been the workplace for  
a long list of burgeoning local talent.

1 February –  
3 March 

Opening  6 – 8 pm  
Thursday 31 January

Ovens Street Studios

Angela Cavalieri 
Douglas Kirwan  
George Matoulas 
Robert Hollingworth

twenty one 
today

REVERSE Angela Cavalieri. Gira… 
2014. Hand-printed linocut, acrylic and  
oil paint on canvas. 171 x 200 cm.  
Photo: Greg Wallis.  
Courtesy of the artist

ABOVE Dougas Kirwan. Coral Lace 21 
2017. Acrylic on canvas. 210 x 140 cm.  
Courtesy of the artist

1GALLERY
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Endangered Space is a group exhibition  
celebrating the 19th anniversary of Studio 23A,  
one of Brunswick’s longest running arts studios,  
and features work from eleven of Studio 23A’s 
current constituents.

Reflecting the studio’s role as a contained space 
for play, failure and experimentation, Endangered 
Space demonstrates some of the ‘cross-pollination’ 
that comes from working within a studio setting, and 
its importance for conversation, critique and sharing 
between artists. In light of growing gentrification in 
Moreland, Endangered Space also highlights the 
essential place of communal studio spaces and their 
importance to the art’s wider ecology.

ENDANGERED 
SPACE 

REVERSE Studio of David McLeod. 2017. 
Photographer: Josh Simpson.

ABOVE Studio of David McLeod. 2017. 
Photographer: Josh Simpson.

2GALLERY

1 February –  
3 March 

Opening  6 – 8 pm  
Thursday 31 January

Studio 23A 

Wendy Black  
Richard Butler-Bowden 
Raymond Carter 
Kasia Fabijanska 
Amaya Iturri 
David McLeod 
Priscilla Manthey 
Claire Sadler-Jones 
Josh Simpson  
Charlotte Watson 
Mark Wingrave
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The Second Homecoming showcases Elif Sezen’s 
explorations of cave openings and doors along with 
her digital projection The city of Pierrots. In the 
cave openings, Sezen attempts to reconceptualise 
the notion of homecoming by giving us glimpses 
of beautiful landscapes which we are encouraged 
to look at as if from inside a cave. The concept of 
accessibility is ironically challenged here. The ‘Door’ 
series represents an elusive notion of a gateway, 
where everything is possible and homecoming can 
be dreamt into reality. 

Sezen not only explores the perception of an 
outsider to a new place, but also takes into 
consideration refugees, the Indigenous peoples  
and other displaced. However, the work could refer 
far more broadly, physically or spiritually.

15 march –  
14 april 

Opening  6 – 8 pm  
Thursday 14 March

Elif Sezen

THE SECOND 
HOMECOMING 

REVERSE Elif Sezen. Cave opening 2 
2018. Acrylic and mixed media  
on canvas. 102 x 102 cm.  
Courtesy of the artist

ABOVE Elif Sezen. Cave opening 9 2018. 
Acrylic and mixed media on canvas.  
76 x 76 cm.  
Courtesy of the artist

1GALLERY
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The Correspondence Of Noticing is a project 
aimed at drawing attention to our surroundings.  
As simmering changes occur in our various  
lived environments a group of artists propose  
that noticing and making is a type of sustenance,  
a means of survival.

Though addressing the landscape in their own 
unique way, dialogues emerge between artists as 
they reflect on still moments that can be seen as 
an antidote to combat sensations of expansion and 
erosion: trees that hold space amongst concrete, 
quietness of a void in the land before development, 
the quivering anxiety of forms in a shifting seascape. 

Through a series of works including painting, 
installations and assemblages come narratives 
of lived thoughts and experiences: stories of 
awareness, acknowledgement and connectivity.

15 MarCH –  
14 AprIL
Opening 6 – 8 pm  
Thursday 14 March 

Elyss McCleary  
Margaret McIntosh  
Hannah Smith  
Anna Steele  
Mignon Steele

THE  
CORRESPONDENCE 
OF NOTICING

REVERSE Mignon Steele. Quiver 2018. 
Oil on canvas. 240 x 120 cm.  
Courtesy of the artist

ABOVE Margaret McIntosh.  
Safety 2018. Oil on board 29 x 39 cm 
Courtesy of the artist

2GALLERY
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Backdrop presents a series of ‘internal’ landscape 
studies from artists Laura Delaney, Alanna 
Lorenzon and Lisa Stewart. The installation 
includes works on paper, video and audio to 
investigate the ways that conceptions of landscape 
are informed by emotions, desires and cultural 
conditioning. Working with the outer world to 
reflect the inner, Backdrop inverts the tradition of 
landscape to explore the shared space between 
the mind and natural world. Backdrop addresses 
the objectification of landscape and body, 
examining how the two are interwoven.  
Influenced by each other’s practices and the 
landscapes that shape them, the artists respond 
from their particular point of separation and 
connection to landscape to collectively question: 
What do we project onto the landscape, what 
does it mirror back?

27 april –  
26 may
Opening 2 – 4 pm  
Saturday 27 April 

Laura Delaney  
Alanna Lorenzon 
Lisa Stewart

BACKDROP

REVERSE Alanna Lorenzon.  
Depth Perception 2018. Graphite pencil 
on paper. 97 x 64 cm. Photo credit: 
Max Milne

ABOVE Laura Delaney.  
Landscape Study 2016. Collage on 
found postcard. 30 x 24 cm. Courtesy 
of the artist

1GALLERY
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Language frames the way in which we see the 
world. Recently, the term ‘ecosystem services’ 
has become a way to describe the important 
role nature plays in ‘supporting’ humans. Often 
criticized for language that commodifies nature, 
giving it a monetary value to be bartered with, 
it also gives nature a bartering force within the 
governance structures that exist. A Tree’s Worth 
questions the paradox of language, exploring 
the role that data may play in the human journey 
of learning to listen to trees, simultaneously 
celebrating trees and their ‘worth’ in society.  
This exhibition raises complex ideas around  
earth rights, voice, agency and the capacity of 
trees to mitigate a changing climate through the 
collaboration between artists, planners and  
policy makers.

27 April –  
26 May

Opening 2 – 4 pm  
Saturday 27 April 

Selena De Carvalho 
Office of Other Spaces 
Aviva Reed 
Scale Free Network 
Sofia Sabbagh 
Damien Wright

A tree’s worth

REVERSE Selena De Carvalho.  
The Elasticity of Time [souvenirs] 2017. 
Icelandic glacier recording, King Billy 
Pine cone proximity sensor, Speaker, 
raspberry pi, rammed earth, metal and 
concrete. 28 x 28 x 170 cm.  
Courtesy of the artist

ABOVE Sofia Sabbagh. Kookaburra 
2018. Eucalyptus leaves, ink, paint  
on paper. 19 x 68 cm. Courtesy of 
the artist

2GALLERY
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Fantastic Worlds is an exhibition and program that 
celebrates and explores the fantastic and imaginary 
characters and worlds of Australian picture books 
through original artworks, animations and associated 
media. Curated for families and children (aged 2 
to 10 years), this thematically organised exhibition 
invites visitors to get up close to experience these 
imaginative worlds and the curious, mysterious and 
whimsical characters that occupy these realms. 
Created by some of Australia’s leading picture book 
artists, the artworks, animations and related media 
in this exhibition reveal the inspiring skill, creativity 
and processes involved in creating artworks for 
picture books. 

7 june –  
7 july

Opening 6 – 8 pm  
Thursday 6 June

Graeme Base  
Lance Belchin  
Leigh Hobbs  
Elise Hurst  
Alison Lester  
Marc Martin 
Cat Rabbit and Isobel 
Knowles (Soft Stories) 
Tai Snaith 
Shaun Tan 
Anna Walker

Curated by Edwina Bartlem

fantastic worlds

ABOVE Cat Rabbit and  
Isobel Knowles Turtle Living 
Quarters 2014. Felt, cardboard, 
glue, pins, coloured paper, 
polyester stuffing, armature wire. 
80 x 50 cm. Photo test for Too 
Much for Turtle published by 
Thames & Hudson in 2015

REVERSE Shaun Tan Rabbit, 
2012. Oil on canvas. 76.2 x 86.36 cm. 
Photographer: Matthew Stanton 
From ‘Rules of Summer’ published 
by Lothian Children’s Book in 2013. 
Courtesy of the artist



Follow Us/More Info

Subscribe to our  
e-newsletter  
moreland.vic.gov.au/
counihan-gallery

 / counihangallery 
inbrunswick

Public Programs

For details on upcoming 
programs and events 
please check the gallery 
website or facebook page.

Schools/Groups

We welcome visits by 
school and community 
groups. Please contact us 
if you would like to visit 
with a group and meet 
the gallery curator.

Counihan Gallery  
In Brunswick

Located inside 
Brunswick Town Hall 
233 Sydney Road 
Brunswick VIC 3056 
(03) 9389 8622

counihangallery@
moreland.vic.gov.au

moreland.vic.gov.au/
counihan-gallery

Opening Times

Wednesday – Saturday  
11 am – 5 pm

Sunday 
1 – 5 pm

Closed on public holidays 
and between exhibitions. 

About the gallery

The Counihan Gallery In 
Brunswick opened in 1999.  
The public gallery for the  
City of Moreland, it is  
named in honour of the 
Australian artist and activist 
Noel Counihan.

The gallery has a focus on 
contemporary art exhibitions 
and aims to encourage 
discussion and debate about 
issues in arts and culture 
through public programs.

Moreland City Council 
acknowledges the traditional 
owners of the land in which 
the gallery is located, the 
Wurundjeri people.

VISITOR INFORMATION

Counihan
Gallery In
Brunswick

Dawson St
Glenlyon Rd

Brunswick
Town Hall

Tram route 19
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Denotes programmed  
events with AUSLAN 
interpreters.  
Email the gallery  
for information.

The gallery is fully 
accessible by 
wheelchair.

Language Link

COVER  
Exhibition Installation: 
Landmarks, 2016. 
Featured artists:   
L: Peter Atkins. 
R: Kirrily Hammond. 
Photography: Janelle Low


