
Peace and Anti War
PUBLIC ART COMMISSION - ARTISTS BRIEF

Due Date - 14 December 2018

INTRODUCTION 
This project falls under the category of Public Art Commission, which describes projects where 
artists or the community are engaged to create artwork for indoor or outdoor public spaces. 
This project is included in Council's 18/19 Budget and Council Action Plan

PUBLIC ART IN THE MORELAND CITY COUNCIL

Public Art has an important role in the City of Moreland. Similarly, the role of the artist is significant 
in terms of contribution to the cultural vitality of the city through ideas, interpretation and creative 
activity. Public Art promotes collaboration and a shared creative vision of accessible and 
innovative artwork.  Moreland City Council is committed to the ongoing support of Public Art as 
reflected in its Public Art Guidelines (this can be accessed on the Moreland City Council website 
http://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/events-recreation/arts-and-gallery/public-art/what-is-public-art/

Moreland City Council recognizes the important role that public art has to play in 
contributing to the social, cultural and economic vitality of Moreland and is therefore 
committed to presenting, sustaining and supporting public art which: 

 Promotes local identity and sense of place

 Stimulates creativity, expression, and innovation by artists and  communities

 Stimulates healthy debate

 Has artistic integrity

 Provides access and opportunities for diverse communities across Moreland to participate in 
arts activities and experiences

 Increases community awareness and appreciation of art

(Moreland City Council Public Art Guidelines 2015) 

http://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/events-recreation/arts-and-gallery/public-art/what-is-public-art/
http://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/events-recreation/arts-and-gallery/public-art/what-is-public-art/


Project Theme and Background

The proposed commemorative artwork is envisaged to be placed in, or adjacent to, the former 
Pentridge Gaol, now a Victorian heritage-listed site. It would commemorate prisoners of 
conscience who have been imprisoned for anti-conscription, anti-war or peace activism at 
Pentridge and other Victorian gaols over the period 1912 to 1975.

Such prisoners of conscience were gaoled during three periods of major conflict over war, 
conscription and peace in Australian history. 

When a boys’ military training conscription scheme was first introduced for 12-18 year olds in 
1909 before and during the First World War, many youths across Australia, with support from 
their parents, refused to comply. In Victoria, three non-compliers, Douglas Allen, Harry Flintoff 
and Thomas Roberts were sentenced to solitary confinement at Queenscliff Fortress during 
1914-15.

During WW1 itself, the Hughes Government sought to introduce conscription for overseas 
service to increase Australian forces in the war. It did so through two successive referenda, 
one in October 1916 and a second in December 1917. An Australian-wide campaign against 
conscription was launched by unionists, women’s groups, sections of the Labor Party, and 
peace groups. The campaign was successful, with a majority of Australians voting against 
conscription at both referenda. In the course of the campaign, a number of leading anti-
conscription activists were gaoled at Pentridge, including prominent trade unionist (and 
subsequent Prime Minister) John Curtin, suffragette and antiwar activist, Adela Pankhurst, 
and members of the No-Conscription Fellowship.

While the Second World War, and the associated introduction of conscription for overseas 
service in a geographically limited Southwest Pacific zone, were generally supported by 
Australians, the Vietnam War of 1965-1975 again saw the emergence of widespread public 
opposition. This was against both the war itself, and the associated conscription scheme 
involving a ballot of young men turning 20. Many prisoners of conscience were gaoled in 
Pentridge and other Victorian gaols for refusal to be conscripted, or protest actions against 
the war. In Pentridge, John Zarb, Bob Scates, Ian Turner and Paul Fox served lengthy 
sentences for conscientious refusal to go to war in Vietnam, as did Brian Ross in Sale Prison. 
Prominent women activists imprisoned included the “Fairlea Five” Save Our Sons mothers 
protesting against conscription of young men for the war. Many other anti Vietnam war 
protesters were also imprisoned at Pentridge for refusal to attend conscription medicals, or 
civil disobedience demonstrations against the war. As in the case of the First World War, the 
anti-conscriptionists were ultimately successful in securing an end to conscription in 1972.



A draft list of antiwar and anti-conscription prisoners of conscience known to have been gaoled in 
Pentridge or elsewhere in Victoria over the entire period 1914-1975 is provided below.

For further online information on the WW1 period, the new Culture Victoria website exhibit, “Against 
the Odds: The Victory Over Conscription in World War One” provides invaluable and accessible 
accounts and graphics of the period: https://cv.vic.gov.au/stories/a-diverse-state/against-the-odds-
the-victory-over-conscription-in-world-war-one/

For further online information on both WW1 and Vietnam period, see the Australian Living Peace 
Museum exhibits on both periods: http://www.livingpeacemuseum.org.au/omeka/exhibits/show/
vietnam-war-aus

Print references on WWI anticonscription movement:

K.S. Inglis, “Conscription in Peace and War, 1911-1945” in Forward, Roy & Reece, Bob (eds.), 
Conscription in Australia, University of Queensland Press, 1968, pp.33-34.
L.C.Jauncey, The Story of Conscription in Australia, Macmillan, South Melbourne, 1968 Bobbie
Oliver, Peacemongers, Fremantle Arts Centre Press, South Fremantle, 1997.
F.B. Smith, The Conscription Plebiscites in Australia, 1916-17, History Teachers Association of
Victoria, North Melbourne (5th edn.), 1981.
David Day, John Curtin: A Life, Harper Perennial, Sydney, 2006.
Bertha Walker, Solidarity Forever, National Press, Melbourne, electronic edition, 2012,
http:www.solidarityforeverbook.com, p.121-122.
Verity Burgmann, “Syndicalist and Socialist Anti-Militarism 1911-1918: How the Radical Flank Helped
Defeat Conscription” in Phillip Deery and Julie Kimber (eds.), Fighting Against War: Peace Activism in
the Twentieth Century, Leftbank Press, Melbourne, 2015, pp.55-57.
J.M. Main, Conscription: the Australian Debate, 1901-1970, Cassell, North Melbourne, 1970.
E.J. Holloway, The Australian Victory Over Conscription in 1916-17, Anti-Conscription Jubilee
Committee, Carlton, 1966, p.4.

Print references on the Vietnam War anticonscription movement:

John Murphy, Harvest of Fear: A History of Australia’s Vietnam War (St Leonards NSW: Allen & 
Unwin, 1973).
Michael Hamel-Green, “The Resisters: a history of the anti-conscription movement 1964-1972” in 
King, P. (ed.), Australia’s Vietnam, Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 1983, pp.100-128.
Harry Van Moorst, “The Vietnam Moratorium: Protest and Resistance”, in Blackburn, Susan, Breaking 
Out: Memories of Melbourne in the 1970s, Hale & Iremonger, Willoughby NSW, 2015, pp.30-55.
Langley, Greg, A Decade of Dissent: Vietnam and the Conflict on the Home Front, Allen & Unwin, 
North Sydney, 1992.
Federal Pacifist Council of Australia & Bill White Conscientious Objectors’ Defence Committee, We 
Resist Because…Statements of Conscientious Non-Compliers with Military Conscription, Federal 
Pacifist Council, Sydney, April 1970. [pamphlet, 16 pp]
Draft Resisters Union, Downdraft: a draft resistance manual, Highett, Victoria, 2nd edition, June 1972.
Federal Pacifist Council, Peacemaker, “Conscientious Non-Compliers with Military Conscription, 
Vol.32, Nos 4 & 5, May-June 1970, p.4.
Murray Goot & Rodney Tiffen, “Public Opinion and the Politics of the Polls”, in King, P. (ed.), 
Australia’s Vietnam, Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 1983.



The Site 

The site is best suited to a robust in-laid pavement based artwork. 
Moreland will consider other three dimensional (sculpture) proposals if 
deemed practicable.

Images

See attached Site Maps
Please Note
Final location, siting of artwork will be 
negotiated with successful artist/s.



 Strength of concept – is there a strong idea behind the artwork and does it respond to the
brief?

 Response to the site – does the proposal relate to its immediate site and/or the broader
surrounds in content and practical application?

 Artists Credentials - Has the artist/s demonstrated the ability to realise their proposal?

Total Budget:$15,000 (ex GST)
(inclusive of artists fees, installation costs, labour, insurance)

Assessment Criteria (each section equally weighted for assessment purposes)

Assessment Panel

The panel will be made up of both internal (Moreland City Council) staff and external professionals.

(Minimum of four assessors )

Artist/s Application Requirements
 Project Description (Maximum 2 pages)

 Artist Biography/Folio/Website Links

 Images (max of 5)

 Draft Budget

 Draft Timeline

 Applications Due by 5pm 14 December 2018



PHASE ONE – Artist Call Out 31 Oct 2018
Artists are invited to submit Expressions of Interest /proposal to Council in response to the brief. 

Key Dates: 

 Applications Due 5pm 14 December 2018

 20 December 2018 Selection of Artist

PHASE TWO (Project Management)
 Artist and Moreland Council arrange necessary permits March/April 2019

PHASE THREE (Fabrication and installation of artwork: April/May/
June 2019)

The successful Artist will have this period to make and install the artwork, during this time the 
Contractor will be liaised with to make recommendations on the artwork’s installation.

Intellectual Property
Legal and Beneficial ownership of documents created under this contract rest with Moreland City Council. 
All Artistic intellectual property rights remain with the artist.
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