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What is Public Art?
- Permanent – intended to last for minimum 25 years
- Temporary - usually part of a public facing exhibition or event
- Mural – average 5 year life span and responsive to community context
- Embedded in architecture/open spaces – examples include building 

facades, footpath treatments, urban furniture, 
- Site Responsive – responds to specific context and often temporary
- Performance/Sound based – activations of public space through bodies and 

sound



The history of Public Art is the history of expressing control 
over the public domain. Early examples of Public Art include:

- During the Roman era, Roman authorities erected mass-
produced statues of the Roman Emperor in all corners of 
the empire, in order to demonstrate the majesty of Rome.

- Renaissance Public Art (c.1400-1600) - was sponsored 
entirely by the church or civic authorities. 
Giotto’s Scrovegni Chapel Frescoes at Padua, and 
Michelangelo's marble sculptures Pieta and David, bear 
witness to this upsurge in Christian influence on public 
affairs

- Socialist Realism art movement, launched in Soviet Russia 
by Joseph Stalin in 1927. Socialist Realism aimed to glorify 
the achievements of the Communist regime through a 
ubiquitous display of monumental heroic style posters, 
painting and sculpture. The Colossus of Constantine (c. 280–337) that was once in the Roman Forum. 

Portions of the Colossus now reside in the Courtyard of the Capitoline Musuem. The 
great head, arms and legs of the Colossus were carved from white marble, while the 
rest of the body consisted of a brick core and wooden framework, possibly covered 
with gilded bronze. Judging by the size of the remaining pieces, the seated, enthroned 
figure would have been about 12 meters (40 feet) high. The head is about 2½ meters 
high and each foot is over 2 meters long.



Public Art as a diplomatic and political tool

The Buddhas of Bamyan were two 6th-century monumental statues of 
Gautama Buddha carved into the side of a cliff in the Bamyan valley in the 
Hazarajat region of central Afghanistan, 230 kilometres northwest of Kabul 
at an elevation of 2,500 metre. The Taliban destroyed them in 2001.





Various works in the Moreland Public Art Collection,  Above: Carla Gottgens, 
Many Hands Make Glenroy, Glenroy shopping centre. Below right:  Al Stark,
Thinking of the Earth, Coburg City Oval. Above right: Simon Perry, Rolling Path,  
Brunswick Velodrome Precinct, Public Art Program 1998/9.  



Public Art as historicising 
community identity

- Simon Perry’s sculpture, 
Monument to free speech, 
1993 (far right) 
commemorates Communist, 
Activist local Brunswick artist 
Noel Counihan who famously 
protested for Free Speech 
from inside a cage (image at 
right) on Sydney Road and 
had to be cut out by police 
during the 1932 Free Speech 
Protests.





PROCESS – Viewing examples of 

- Artists Brief / EOI / RFP

- Reply to Brief / Return Brief / 
Proposal 

- Contracts

- Fee Schedules / Milestones



Examples of Artists Brief, Artists proposal, Contract and Milestones for Alexander Knox, Ladybird, Playable Sculpture, 2020. 
Commissioned By Frasers Property with the City of Whitehorse. Curatorial Consultant Emily Cormack



Professional Development for Creatives

Arts Moreland presents Making It In Moreland, a series of free online workshops and discussions for our local arts 
and creative industry. Facilitated by industry experts, these weekly events will offer practical, accessible and useful 
content for your arts practice and well-being and focus on ways artists and makers can Survive, Adapt and Recover
from the impact of COVID-19.

PART ONE: Survival provided skills and advice required to deal with the immediate COVID-19 situation.

• Financial wellbeing and literacy workshop with Scott Malcolm (10am, Wed 13 May)
• Writing winning grants with Debby Maziarz (10am, Wed 20 May)
• Presenting work online with Laura Milke-Garner (10am, Wed 27 May)

PART TWO: Adaptation responds to artists feedback as new requirements become apparent.

• Reimagining your career with Kath Melbourne (12pm, Wed 3 June 2020)
• Protecting your copyright online with Suzanne Derry – Arts Law Australia (12pm, Wed 10 June 2020)
• Writers Panel and Networking event (4pm, Sat 20 June 2020)

PART THREE: Recovery includes a series of workshops looking at arts practice after COVID-19.

• Making Art Public in Moreland? (12pm, Wed 24th Jun 2020)
• Setting up an Art Space in Moreland (12pm, Wed 1 Jul 2020)

https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/events-recreation/arts-and-gallery/making-it-in-moreland-professional-
development-series

Sign up to the Arts Moreland e-news and follow the Arts Moreland Facebook page to stay in the loop as more 
details are released.

https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/events-recreation/arts-and-gallery/making-it-in-moreland-professional-development-series
https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/events-recreation/arts-and-gallery/arts-moreland-enews/
http://www.facebook.com/ArtsMoreland

