
Moreland City Council 
 

Expression of Interest 
 

Bar Services Vendor – Brunswick Music Festival, 
Sydney Road Street Party, Coburg Night Market 
 
Scope 

Moreland City Council is inviting expressions of interest for the provision of bar services for 
Brunswick Music Festival, Sydney Road Street Party and Coburg Night Market. Except for current 
traders in the vicinity of these events, the successful applicant will be the sole provider of alcohol at 
these events.  
 
Our events are diverse, inclusive, accessible, sustainable and committed to quality in everything that 
we do, and we are looking for a bar partner that shares these values. Council has adopted the 
following partnering principles to guide the development of a successful contract relationship: 
 

• The purpose of our relationship is to deliver desired outcomes for our community. 

• We seek long term business relationships with our service providers.  

• We will be open, accessible, honest, fair, ethical and flexible in our relationship. 

• We shall seek to understand and respect each other’s cultures, business objectives, 
expertise and expectations. 

Council intends to establish an effective working relationship with its Contractor that shall 
encourage the pro-active communication of issues. 
 
Brunswick Music Festival 
 
The Brunswick Music Festival has been held annually in March since 1989 and is one of Victoria’s 
premier music festivals. Now in its 32nd year, the Festival program showcases the best of the local 
music scene and offers artists you love in places you’ve never been, a bevy of parties to sate your 
dancing needs and a heaving festival hub bursting with local labels, artists and producers. In 2018 
the festival was attended by over 7,500 people. The next Festival will be held from early March 
2019, dates TBC. 
 
Bar services are required for the key festival venue and hub, Brunswick Mechanics Institute (dates 
and hours TBC, most likely 7 days a week) and possibly the closing event, Music for the People. Bar 
services may also be required for other venues, which will be agreed upon in late 2019. 
 
Sydney Road Street Party 
 
Launched in 1994, the Sydney Road Street Party is a one-day free street festival along Sydney Road, 
Brunswick It celebrates the vibrant neighbourhood of Brunswick and is attended by more than 
50,000 people each year. The Street Party features a dynamic music program across multiple stages, 
community stalls, craft stalls, food stalls and street entertainment. The next Street Party will be held 
on Sunday 1 March 2020. 
 
Bar services are required for 2-3 outdoor bars (each between 80 and 150 capacity) in Sydney Road 
from 12pm-7pm. While other local traders will be operating, these will be the only bars operating on 
the street, and their location will be included on our marketing collateral. 



 
Coburg Night Market 

Coburg Night Market is a vibrant market experience for the whole family to enjoy, bursting at the 
seams with fun and entertainment. Market-goers shop local artisan wares, experience the tastes of 
food trucks and international food sellers and listen to some of Melbourne’s best up and coming 
musicians. The 2019 Coburg Night Market will be held over four dates in late November/early 
December and will feature free music programming on one stage. In 2018 it was attended by more 
than 5,000 people per night. 
 
Bar services are required for up to two bars each night, depending on site layout. While there may 
be other specialist alcohol suppliers (i.e. sangria), there will only be one provider of beer and wine. 
 
Specifications 

The successful vendor must:  

• Clearly outline in Schedule 2 the Vendor Offer per annum; 
• Respond to all questions in Application Form; 
• Demonstrate relevant experience in operating in a similar festival environment;  
• Provide appropriately qualified staff to provide support, plan, execute and monitor the provision 

of the services, undertake reviews, and liaise with Council’s team. 
• Provide an adequate number of qualified staff members to cope with the audience sizes as 

outlined above. Failure to do so will result in the successful applicant to incur costs associated 
with Council employing additional, qualified bar staff to meet requirements;  

• Ensure that all staff members hold current RSA qualifications;  

• All vendor employees engaged on the works of this contract shall be insured to the full extent of 
the Contractor’s liability under the Workers Compensation Act (policy details will be required on 
acceptance of proposal). 

• Operate for the duration of the event as per the dates/times outlined above;  
• Acquire, at their expense, a temporary liquor licence for each event and provide proof of licence 

to Council six weeks prior to each event; 
• Ensure that alcohol is served as per the requirements of their temporary liquor licence;  
• Ensure all liquor licensing obligations are adhered to as per the licence granted to festival, 

including display of all relevant and up to date Temporary Liquor License and Responsible 
Serving of Alcohol certificates in their bar area; 

• Ensure all OHS and safety requirements are adhered to at all times; 
• Hold adequate Public Liability ($20,000,000) Insurance and provide certificate of currency to 

Council on request; 
• Undertake site safety induction prior to the commencement of each festival. Attendance of all 

pre festival Health and Safety briefings are mandatory for the successful vendors; 

• Offer beer and wine in reusable plastic cups or opened cans where required (Council’s Plastic-
Wise Policy is available on request);  

• Provide the bar/service area, reusable cups and all stock and equipment associated with the bar.  
 
Moreland City Council will provide: 
 

• Marquees as required; 

• The required number of security personnel to meet the requirements of the liquor licence, and 
as stated by Law; 

• Access to power; 

• Access to water; 

• Rubbish bins and collection. 
 



Sponsorship 

In addition to provision of bar services, we are offering vendors a cash and/or in-kind sponsorship 
opportunity. As part of your Vendor Offer please nominate an amount that you wish to sponsor. 

To discuss the significant sponsorship benefits and to have a package tailored to your needs please 
contact Amber Stuart, Executive Producer, Festivals, at astuart@moreland.vic.gov.au or on 03 9240 
2376. 

Moreland City Council may engage with one or more additional alcohol suppliers to provide cash 
and/or in-kind sponsorship. In this case the successful vendor will be required to sell those products. 

 

Selection Criteria 

Applicants must:  
• Display originality and quality in their range of products, sourcing locally where possible;  
• Have experience in operating temporary bars in festival and events environments; 
• Have the resources to provide the service; 
• Hold a current Certificate of Currency – Public Liability Insurance;  
• Provide a detailed project plan and timeline including staffing (and associated training), 

marketing, waste management and infrastructure. 
 
Consideration will also be given to the following:  
• Is the applicant located within Moreland LGA?  
• Does the applicant source products from within Moreland LGA?  
• Has the applicant considered their involvement at the Festival in a broader marketing plan? 
• Does the applicant have a strong social media presence?  
• Is the applicant committed to excellence in Occupational Health and Safety, Equal Employment 

Opportunity practices and Environmental Sustainability? 
 

Tender Responses will be evaluated by the Tender Evaluation Panel in accordance with the selection 
criteria listed. Tenderers should ensure that sufficient information is included in their tenders to 
facilitate proper evaluation.  
 
Applicant Information 

Applicants must use the EOI Form available with this document and clearly address the selection 
criteria. Application in partnership with another business is accepted, as long as the specifications 
are met. Non conforming applicants may be rejected.  
 
Council is committed to honesty, fairness and transparency in all dealings with applicants. 
 
Any applicant who canvasses a Councillor or a Council staff member will be disqualified. 
 
Moreland City Council may at any time, by notice in writing to the applicants, change: the time 
and/or date for lodgement; the EOI procedure; or the scope of the services outlined in this EOI. 
 
Moreland City Council is not bound to accept the highest vendor offer or any other EOI and may 
determine: not to proceed with any of the applicants; to re-advertise the EOI; negotiate with a 
preferred applicant; or not proceed with the services or any part of the services. Applicants may be 
invited by the Council to submit a best and final offer in relation to all or certain aspects of their 
respective applications. The Council is under no obligation to give applicants the opportunity to 
submit a best and final offer, therefore encouraged to submit their best and final offers in the first 
instance. 
 

mailto:astuart@moreland.vic.gov.au


All applicants will be promptly notified in writing by Council if the contract is awarded to any 
applicant. 
 

Submission Information 

The Expression of Interest process will allow Moreland City Council to evaluate submissions and 
appoint the successful licensed vendor positions for an initial one-year contract, with two optional 
one-year extensions.  
 
Shortlisted vendors will be required to attend an interview.  
 
Following each event, the successful vendor must provide Council with a full sales record from its 
Point of Sale system within 7 days. Council will then issue an invoice for any further share of takings, 
with payment due in 30 days. 

 
Submissions must be received via email to Amber Stuart, Executive Producer, Festivals, at 
astuart@moreland.vic.gov.au by COB Monday 17 June 2019 Late applications will not be 
considered. 
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