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MAKING THE CREEK VISIBLE

During a site walk along the Moonee Ponds Creek in 
201601,  Wurundjeri elders lamented the anonymity, 
loss of identify and lack of visibility of the creek today.  
In contrast, they noted that the creek would have been 
both highly visible and extremely important to people 
in pre-contact days, assuming great importance within 
the landscape as a gathering place and as a source of 
both food and shelter.

The purpose of a linear park along the Moonee Ponds 
Creek is to make the creek visible once more in the 
landscape and to celebrate it’s great importance and 
value to Melbourne.  The linear park unites a series of 
fragmented and disconnected spaces along the creek 
that in isolation struggle to operate, but collectively 
offer enormous potential to the city.

Whereas the Water Investigation explores tools 
to improve the health of the creek, this chapter 
investigates how a linear park along the Moonee 
Ponds Creek can improve the health of the city and its 
inhabitants. It explores how to make the creek visible 
once more and become the locus for community 
ownership and care. 

Large urban parks were originally created as the 
‘green lungs’ of the city , a respite from the negative 
effects of industrialisation such as pollution and noise. 

01 Moonee Ponds Creek - Cultural Values Recording, Ian 
Travers (Extent Heritage) for the City of Moonee Valley, 2016

While the industry has moved on, the role of the park 
remains equally if not more important today, when 
cities are now substantially larger and more densely 
populated and contact with nature more removed. 
There is an opportunity for urban parks to become the 
embodiment of a new relationship with the underlying 
ecological forces long ignored but still present within 
the city.

Chain Of Ponds

The reinstatement of the ‘chain of ponds’ is central 
to improving the visibility of Moonee Ponds Creek 
and the key component to the creation of the linear 
park. The ponds signify the reclaiming of the creek by 
people, animals and plants. 

Rather than draining water away from the city as 
quickly as possible, hidden within buried pipes and 
concrete channels, the chain of ponds represents 
the emergence of a new ecological urbanism that 
recognises the essential role that natural systems and 
biodiversity play within the health of the city. The water 
is slowed and cleaned, and allowed to pond along the 
creek, providing the stepping stones for movement 
along the creek. 

Pondage replaces drainage.  Diversity replaces 
uniformity.

F.01 INTRODUCTION
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WHAT IS A LINEAR PARK?

A linear parkland is characterised by its long and 
sinuous form, often following natural features such as 
water courses and valleys and taking its shape from 
the underlying topography of the city. Unlike traditional 
parks, which are singular destinations, linear parks are 
corridors that connect different parts of the city. They 
are more complex than traditional parks because of 
their inherent variability in function, management and 
spatial configuration. 

Linear parks offer people the opportunity to move 
through the city in a continuously evolving and 
transforming landscape while avoiding many of the 
disjunctions and discontinuities of traditional urban 
forms, such as street intersections, traffic lights and 
buildings. The linear park allows for an immersive, 
continuous experience and a temporary removal 
or separation from the traditional constructed city. 
As Dutch landscape architects LOLA observe, the 
“linear park is experienced in a walk, ride or trip. The 

experiential quality is not shaped by a static moment in 
space, but by a continuous, processional narrative.”01

In recent years, there has been growing interest in 
the role that linear parks can play in the 21st century 
city, particularly as population and density has 
continued to rise rapidly. As LOLA go to say, the “linear 
park typology is the 21st century response to our 
contemporary green needs: connectivity, breathing 
space and biodiversity.”02

Unlike traditional parks, which are much more singular 
in nature, linear parks provide an antidote to many 
of the pressing issues facing the 21st century city,  
including transportation, connectivity, climate change, 
health, access to nature, biodiversity and support 
of natural systems. Linear parks offer an exciting 
opportunity to work on a city scale problem, rather 
than small, isolated sites, simply because they are by 
their nature connected back to the broader city. 

01 Lost Landscapes, LOLA, nai010 publishers, Rotterdam, 
2013, pg 79
02 Ibid, pg 53

The transformative possibilities of the linear park is 
becoming more and more apparent, as evidenced 
by many exciting linear parks that have been 
developed around the world in the last two decades, 
including Madrid’s Rio, New York’s High Line and 
the Promenade plantée in Paris. These parks often 
convert redundant or dysfunctional components of 
the twentieth century city, such as drains, freeways or 
railways, into lively urban parklands for the twenty first 
century metropolis.

In this manner, linear parks are increasingly seen as an 
extremely important asset to the city, with a bright and 
promising future to play. 

Moonee Ponds Creek Linear Park

The idea of a linear park along the Moonee Ponds 
Creek is not a new idea.  The park was first proposed 
over eighty years ago in the 1929 General Plan of 
Development, the State Government’s planning 

LINEAR PARK TRADITIONAL PARK

Bisected by infrastructure Contiguous

Multiple boundaries Single government boundary

Multiple land managers One land manager

Corridor Patch

Thoroughfare Destination

Multiple functions Singular function

Varied conditions Single condition

Hard to identify overall Singular, easy to identity

blueprint for Melbourne, which recognised the value 
of the city’s waterways as an open space network and 
the need to secure additional open space to support 
the growing city.

More recently, the ground breaking 1975 Melbourne 
Waterways study hinted at the potential of the Moonee 
Ponds Creek as important urban infrastructure when 
it noted “the full potential of the stream to act as a 
node or an edge, and to be landscaped to form an 
important element in the urban plan has been grossly 
neglected.”03

In combination with significant water management 
changes outlined in the Water Investigation, the time 
has come to realise the full potential of the Moonee 
Ponds Creek corridor as a major linear park.

03 Northern Melbourne Waterways Study: a report to 
Northern Melbourne Regional Organisation, Preston Institute of 
Technology, 1975
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Moonee Ponds Creek Linear Park
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F.02 LINEAR PARK FORM

LINEAR PARK EXTENTS

The Moonee Ponds Creek Linear Park extends the 
full length of the creek from Woodlands Park in the 
north to the mouth of the creek as it enters the Yarra 
River. The linear park consolidates many smaller parks 
located along the creek corridor into a single urban 
element that links inner Melbourne with it’s outer 
fringe.

It has a combined size of over 1,590 hectares, making 
it one of the largest urban parks in Melbourne. Along 
with the other urban waterway linear parks, such as 
Merri, Darebin and Kororoit Creeks, and the Yarra and  
Maribrynong Rivers, it is one of Melbourne’s most 
important open space corridors.
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Moonee Ponds Creek Linear Park
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LINEAR PARK SIZE AREA  (ha)

Woodlands Park (Parks Victoria) 975 ha

Upper Creek Parkland (City of Hume) 234 ha

Middle and Lower Creek Parkland 169 ha

Royal Park (City of Melbourne) 195 ha

Lower Creek Parkland 18 ha

TOTAL LINEAR PARK AREA 1,591 ha
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Extent of Linear Park
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The linear park within the project study area 
encompasses the section of creek corridor within 
the City of Moreland and the City of Moonee Valley, 
extending from Debney’s Park in Flemington to Boeing 
Reserve in Strathmore Heights.

Within this area, the linear park consolidates many 
smaller parks located along the creek corridor into 
a single urban element, including Debneys Park, 
Travancore Park, Ormond Park, Holbrook Reserve, 
Denzil Don Reserve, Five Mile Creek, Cross Keys 
Reserve, Esslemont Reserve, Kelvin Thomson Park, 
Lebanon Reserve, Oak Park Reserve, JP Fawkner 
Reserve, Stathnaver Reserve, Boeing Reserve and 
Kingsford Smith Ulm Reserve. Overall this section of 
parkland is approximately 169 hectares in size.
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F.03 MOSAICS

LINEAR PARK ORGANISING PRINCIPLE

Given the scale, length and diversity of the linear 
park, the intention of this plan is to identify basic 
organising principles that will guide the development 
and implementation of the linear park over many years. 
The challenge for such a plan is to be sufficiently bold 
and clear that a single identifiable element results, yet 
flexible enough to deal with uncertainty, change and 
competing objectives.  

The limited space along the linear park must satisfy 
many different and competing demands. As ecologist 
Nina Marie Lister notes “...where human recreational 
needs conflict with conservation priorities, we must 
develop complex, layered, flexible, and adaptive 
design responses.”01

Mosaics Patterns

The primary organising principle for the linear park is 
the ‘mosaic’, a term appropriated from the discipline 
of urban ecology.  A mosaic describes the pattern of 
patches, corridors, and matrix that form a landscape in 
its entirety.02 

01 Large Parks, ed Julia Czerniak and George Hargreaves, 
Princeton Architectural Press, 2007, pg 38
02 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landscape_ecology

In the context of the linear park, the mosaic represents 
the complete range of components, activities and 
processes that operate along the creek. These are the 
patterns of land uses, planting types and materials 
that make up the linear park. As in urban ecology, 
the mosaic concept recognises both the inherent 
complexity of the linear park and the diversity / 
heterogeneity of spaces found along the creek.

Mosaic Gradient

Importantly, this strategy recognises the ecological 
concept of ‘edge effects”, which are the disturbances 
that can occur towards the edge of fragmented 
and narrow habitats and corridors. By virtue of its 
narrowness, the Moonee Ponds Creek is particularly 
vulnerable to a wide range of edge effects, including  
hunting by domestic cats, wildlife disturbance by dogs 
being walked,  disturbance by path users, disturbance 
by trail bikes and other illegal vehicle use, light 
pollution from street lights and effect on nocturnal 
invertebrates,  noise from roadways and rubbish 
dumping.

The mosaic offers a way of orchestrating the site 
according to gradients of intensity and usage. Higher 
use, more intensive and disruptive activities are 

located further away from less intensive and delicate 
functions that operate closer to the edge of the creek.  
In this way, the mosaic helps to manage competing 
activities by creating a buffer to the creek.

Similarly, the mosaic gradient suggests the type of 
material that corresponds to the level / intensity of 
the gradient. For example, high intensity areas require 
durable materials such as lawn or pavement, while 
less intensive areas can utilise more delicate materials 
such as planting to support habitat. Generally 
materials should be simple, robust, cost effective, 
sustainable and consistent along the linear park.

In this way, the mosaic offers an important organising 
structure to the linear park, both in terms of 
components and materials.

Mosaic Components

The linear park consists of a range of key components 
which assembled together form the mosaic. 
These components include the identity of the park 
itself, linear park activities, ponds, puddles and 
riffles, pathways (connecting activities), plantings 
& ecologies, bridges & underpasses, linear park 
adjacencies, linear park fixtures and maintenance and 
management.
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F.04 LINEAR PARK IDENTITY

VISIBILITY OF THE CREEK

The identity and visibility of the Moonee Ponds Creek 
is currently low, with many people during the project 
consultation acknowledging that they use the creek 
infrequently or are unaware of it’s location. This 
concern was reiterated by the Wurundjeri Elders who 
lamented the current anonymity of the creek within 
the urban environment and the need to raise the 
profile and visibility of the creek within the community. 
As the elders noted “...the creek is largely, and often 
completely, anonymous, even from very nearby. This 
is completely the reverse of the probable pre-contact 
situation in which the creek would have been a focus 
and a conduit of Aboriginal activity.”01  

COMPONENT 01 - PARK DESIGN & IDENTITY

Therefore, an essential strategy is to provide the linear 
park with a strong, unique and distinctive identity that 
transforms a disparate and fragmented collection 
of smaller parks and open spaces into a single, 
identifiable and strong urban park that links inner 
Melbourne to its outer fringe. This comprehensive 
park design and identity will require coordination 
across multiple landowners and stakeholders to 
ensure a single and strong identity for the linear 
park emerges that transcends local government 
boundaries.

01 Moonee Ponds Creek Cultural Values Recording, 2016.

COMPONENT 02 - INDIGENOUS HERITAGE

Acknowledging and celebrating the Wurundjeri 
heritage of the creek is an excellent starting point 
in developing a strong identity for the linear park. 
Waterways are highly significant as the source of 
important resources traditionally used by Aboriginal 
people, and as the focus of long traditions of cultural 
practice. Waterways in the Melbourne metropolitan 
area are associated with creation stories, and the 
spiritual importance of water is underpinned by the 
links between Country and the Wurundjeri’s ancestors 
who have cared for it previously.

Aboriginal people have long understood that water is 
directly connected to the health and wellbeing of the 
natural environment, and the state of waterways is an 
important part of the integrity of culturally important 
places. 

There is an exciting opportunity to work with the 
Wurundjeri to explore appropriate identities for the 
linear park and creek the reflect and reinforce the 
importance of water to all people, and the need for 
appropriate management and regimes of care that will 
help restore the creek.
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F.05 PATHWAYS

PATHWAYS

Pathways are the primary organising structure for the 
linear park, allowing continuous access along the 
entire creek corridor and connecting a wide variety 
of different activities. The path network is crucial in 
linking elements along the linear park and providing 
neighbourhood connectivity.

Because the pathways exist along the entirety of 
the linear park, they provide boundaries between 
different activities, materials and plantings. The use of 
pathways as buffers between different mosaic types 
is an important management tool, allowing clear 
boundaries between areas with different maintenance 
and regimes of care.

 What the Community Asked For

The community has consistently requested 
improvements to the path network along the creek, in 
particularly resolution of existing conflicts along the 
path, as well as an expanded range of path types and 
options.

Types of Pathways

There are three path types proposed along the linear 
park; the shared user path, trails and tracks. Each path 
type offers a different range of experiences and uses, 
and where they are deployed along the linear park will 
depend on each location, the available space and the 
types of adjacent activities.

COMPONENT 03 - SHARED USER PATH

This is the main path of travel which forms a central 
spine along the entire length of the linear park. This 
path offers the most direct route along the linear park, 
and is connected to major park entry points. Due 
to the litany of problems with the existing pathway, 
consideration should be given to reconstructing the 
entire shared user path along the length of the park.

Purpose

This pathway caters for higher volumes of traffic and 
is shared between pedestrians, cyclists and other 
users.  The pathway primarily caters for slower speed 
recreational use, as well as commuter use and is 
designated a Strategic Cycling Corridor.  Speeds along 
the path should be lower (<20 kph), with higher speed 
activities accommodated on adjacent roadways (for 
example, high speed commuter access).

Geometry & Design

The pathway is divided into two opposing lanes of 
traffic separated by a line marking. Due to the spatial 
constraints in many locations along the linear park, a 
segregated path system (which separates pedestrians 
and cyclists) is not feasible.

Where possible, the shared user path is located out of 
the flood zone to maintain function during peak flows.  
Generally because it is a higher use activity, the path 
should be aligned further away from the creek to avoid 
disturbance to sensitive habitat zones and plantings, 
and to minimise the need for barriers and balustrades 
(which are currently required where there are adjacent 
steep embankments to the creek channel).

Where possible, the alignment of the path should 
allow clear, unobstructed sight lines and avoid sharp 
bends. Because this path needs to cater for the widest 
variety of user, it should be designed in accordance 
the principles of universal access and in accordance 
with Australian standards.01

01 Compliant with AS1428

Shared User Path Width

The shared user pathway should be constructed to 
a typical width of 3.5 meters (1.75 meter lane ways) 
with an unobstructed clear zone of 1 metre on either 
side of the path. This creates a typical 5.50 meter 
wide shared path corridor and provides an acceptable 
balance between the provision of sufficient space for a 
range of activities to coexist safely versus the need for 
a spatially efficient path footprint where there is limited 
width along the creek corridor. 

In some locations along the creek where there is 
limited space, the shared user path may need to be 
elevated to achieve the appropriate width.

Pathway Construction

The shared user pathway should be constructed 
from a practical and durable material, such as in situ 
concrete.  This material should be used along the 
entire length of the path to provide visual continuity 
along the linear park.

Consideration should be given to the colour and 
texture of the pathway, in particular to lighter colours 
with higher reflection (albedo) coefficients, thereby 
minimising heat gain and contributing less to the 
urban heat island effect.

The planting of shade trees adjacent to the pathway 
(and outside the clear zone)can also help reduce heat 
gain, as well as provide amenity for users.

COMPONENT 04 - TRAIL

These are secondary paths that cater for a range 
of activities including walking and jogging, and are 
connected to and accessed from the shared user 
pathway. Generally trails allow pedestrian access 
to areas within the linear park and along the creek 
with particular qualities and experiences and may 
incorporate frequent rest stops and viewing areas.

Speeds along trails are significantly slower. Often 
trails may be located on one side of the creek and 
connected to the shared user path on the opposite 
side by bridges. When combined with the shared user 
path, trails can form segments of loops and circuits. 

Trails are designed by ease of access in mind, 
however, these paths less formal and may not comply 
with accessibility standards due to the existing 
topography of the creek.

Trail Width

Trails should be constructed to a typical width of 1.5 
meters.

Trail Construction

Trails should be constructed from a practical and 
durable material, such as compacted gravel or granitic 
sand.  

COMPONENT 05 - TRACK

These are informal tertiary paths accessed from the 
trails and provide access to locations along the linear 
park and to the creek itself. Tracks are often not direct 
and may be one way (cul de sac). Tracks are intended 
for pedestrians only, or for maintenance access.

Tracks may contain steep sections and / or informal 
steps, particularly where the track accesses the creek 
itself. Consequently, tracks generally are not compliant 
with current accessibility standards.

Track Width

Tracks should be constructed to a typical width of 0.75 
meters.

Track Construction

Tracks are typically constructed from compacted earth 
or armoured with gravel, particularly when located 
within the floodplain of the creek.
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COMPONENT 08 - ROAD CROSSINGS

With the exception of the Vanberg Street connection, 
the shared user path is continuous along the entire 
linear park, avoiding the need for pedestrians and 
cyclists to cross directly over roads.

Nonetheless, there is an important opportunity to 
identify where adjacent roadways traverse the linear 
park and creek, thereby providing greater recognition 
for motorists as the pass over the creek. This 
addresses directly the need to create greater visibility 
for the Moonee Ponds Creek.

Different roadway treatments should be explored that 
highlight where roads cross the creek. These may be 
applied treatments to the roadway, such as paving 
and line marking, and may assist in reducing vehicle 
speeds at critical park entry points and road crossings. 
These treatments may also include better integration 
between adjacent footpaths and on road bicycle lanes, 
enhancing the entry experience into the park. 

Roads crossing include Brunswick Road, Dean Street, 
Albion Street, Moreland Road, Woodland Street and 
Pascoe Vale Road. Opportunities to better identify the 
creek from the Tullamarine Freeway should also be 
explored.

COMPONENT 06 - PATH INTERSECTIONS

While the shared user path is primarily a single 
pathway, at certain locations it may split or diverge, 
particularly where is intersects with bridges, park 
entrances and adjacent roadways. Such locations are 
often where accidents and conflicts between users 
occur and consequently these path intersections must 
be designed to safety manage pedestrian and cyclist 
movements. Where paths intersect, it is important 
to denote a change in condition and the need for all 
users to be more alert.

Intersection Materials

Path intersections should be denoted with a coloured  
epoxy resin surface applied directly to the concrete 
pathway, providing both a visual and tactile change to 
the pathway and encouraging people to slow down. 
On urban roadways, this colour is typically green, 
however along the linear park the alternate colours 
could be used to reinforce the unique identity of the 
park. 

Line marking should cease prior to the intersection 
to indicate a shared user zone (with no implied 
directionality). Signage should be located at 
intersections.

COMPONENT 07 - PARK ENTRY POINTS

Entry points into the linear park and creek corridor 
are extremely important and occur where the shared 
user pathway intersects with the surrounding 
neighbourhood and roadways, forming crucial entry 
points to the park. 

Park entry points should be carefully designed to 
allow ease of transition from adjacent roadways and 
footpaths and onto the shared user path. Entry points 
should be wider and more generous and provide 
meeting places for people.

Entry points are the ‘front door’ to the creek, and 
consequently are an important location for signage, 
maps and information about the park. Similarly, 
entry points are a good location for rubbish bins and 
drinking taps. Some entry points are more extensively 
used than others and may warrant a higher level of 
design.

A detailed network analysis should be undertaken to 
identify priority points of access to the creek that are 
currently are used extensively and may warrant priority 
treatment.

COMPONENT 09 - PATHWAY LINE MARKING

Because the shared user path forms a central spine 
and is the one continuous design element through 
the entirety of the linear park, there is an important 
opportunity for a distinctive and unique line marking 
system that reinforces the identity of the park. Line 
marking can include functional elements such as lane 
markers, as well as additional information such as 
wayfinding and distance markers.

In an era of ‘fitbits’, ‘strava’ and ‘mapmyrun’, the use 
of distance markers augments the function of the 
linear park. These markers should be stencilled to the 
surface of the paths. In locations where the existing 
concrete channel cannot be removed, there is an 
opportunity to utilise the flat, hard concrete surface for 
a range of activities (Channel Pathway - Component 
24). The application of ‘super’ graphics to the concrete 
surface may delineate or suggest certain activities 
and uses, including line marking for paths and courts. 
Many of these modifications are low cost and easy to 
implement.
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Robert Lovick for Urban-Water Transect studio, led by 

Dr. Michaela Prescott, RMIT University, 2017

View looking south towards Flemington Road at Travancore
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Existing freeway underpass at Holbrook Reserve 

- the quality of these spaces are extremely poor

F.06 BRIDGES & UNDERPASSES

PARK CONTINUITY

The shared user path is by and large continuous 
along the entire linear park, avoiding the need 
for pedestrians and cyclists to cross directly over 
roads. This is possible due to numerous bridges and 
underpasses which are extremely important to the 
functionality and experience of the park and creek. 

The location of bridges and underpasses along the 
shared user path help link the different elements of 
the linear park and provide greater neighbourhood 
connectivity.

Loops & Circuits

The location and spacing of bridges and underpasses 
along the shared path also has a significant effect on 
the creation and performance of loops and circuits for 
walking, jogging or riding, which add considerably to 
the usability of the shared user path. Loops typically 
contain pathways on both sides of the creek linked by 
bridges and underpasses, allowing for a continuous 
connection without the need to double back. Optimal 
circuit lengths can vary, but typical lengths are 4 
kilometres for walking and 8 kilometres for jogging. 

Types of Bridges & Underpasses

There are a range of different types of bridges and 
underpasses which contribute to the experience and 
function of the linear park including - 

1. Low level water crossings;

2. Path bridges;

3. Roadway underpass;

4. Wildlife underpass;

5. Vanberg linear bridge;

6. Land bridge;

7. Upgraded road bridges.

COMPONENT 10 - LOW LEVEL WATER CROSSINGS

Low level water crossings allow direct access to 
the creek and water’s edge. The provision of more 
low level water crossings will greatly enhance 
the experience of the park and help resolve a 
significant problem with the existing channel which 
limits interaction with the water due to the steep 
embankment.

Low level water crossings can be designed in 
conjunction with a range of tools identified in the 
Water Investigation.  This includes the reconstruction 
of riffles within the creek channel, where boulders are 
placed directly within the channel to help oxygenate 
the water and provide greater stream habitat diversity. 
The careful placement of boulders can also allow 
greater access to the water, as well as access across 
the creek at strategic locations.

COMPONENT 11 - PATH BRIDGES

Bridges allow access across the creek and should be 
located where access to the linear park is required 
from adjacent neighbourhoods, or where access from 
one neighbourhood to another is required. Bridges are 
crucial for good neighbourhood connectivity and form 
an extremely important component of the linear park.

Bridges should be located at convenient intervals 
along the creek and linked to paths and trails to allow 
the creation of loops and circuits. Typical bridge 
intervals are approximately 800 metres.

Existing Bridges

Many existing bridges along the creek are poorly 
designed, lack integration into the path network 
and are noncompliant to current access standards. 
Consideration should be given to upgrading and/
or replacing these bridges over time, including the 
Montague Street boardwalk. An audit of all existing 
bridges should be undertaken.

New Bridges

There are a number of locations where additional 
bridges should be constructed to improve the 
functionality of the linear park. This includes a bridge 
over the creek at Debney’s Park that will allow direct 
access to the Capital City Trail, thereby avoiding the 
Mount Alexander Road bridge.

COMPONENT 12 - ROADWAY UNDERPASS

Numerous road and freeway underpasses represent 
one of the most problematic experiences along the 
linear park. The quality of these spaces is extremely 
poor and are detrimental to the overall experience and 
function of the linear park. 

In all cases, this infrastructure has not been 
designed for people (or animals); the underpasses 
are noisy, dark, dirty and dehumanising and greatly 
disrupt the experience of the linear park. Due to 
height restrictions, these spaces are more regularly 
inundated, preventing access along the path during 
peak flows. Significant improvements and upgrades 
are required to resolve these components.

Underpass Upgrades

Upgrading these spaces is difficult due to the 
constraints of building within the flood zone and the 
need to avoid loss of capacity and snags, as well 
as constraints to modifying the infrastructure itself, 
including head height limitations. 

Nonetheless, creative options to improve all roadway 
underpasses should be explored, including raising 
the path above the flood zone (where possible), 
painting the underside of the concrete infrastructure, 
interesting pavement materials and patterns, light 
and sound installations, artworks, overhead cladding 
to hide unsightly concrete beams and regular 
maintenance and cleaning. Contributions to solve 
this problem should be sought from the owners and 
managers of this infrastructure, including VicRoads 
and CityLink.
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COMPONENT 13 -  WILDLIFE UNDERPASS

Road underpasses are extremely hostile to wildlife 
and contribute to habitat fragmentation by creating 
major barriers to the wildlife movement along the 
creek corridor. The design of all road and freeway 
underpasses should improve the ability of wildlife to 
move along the creek and connect between different 
habitat patches. In recent years, there has been a 
growing body of research and experimentation into 
effective wildlife crossing structures.  

Wildlife crossings are structures that allow animals to 
cross human-made barriers safely and may include 
underpass tunnels, viaducts, and overpasses, 
amphibian tunnels, fish ladders; canopy bridges, 
tunnels and culverts and green roofs (for butterflies 
and birds). Wildlife crossings allowing connections or 
reconnections between habitats, combating habitat 
fragmentation. They also assist in avoiding collisions 
between vehicles and animals.

Appropriate wildlife crossing structures beneath 
freeway underpasses may include rope climbing 
systems slung to the underside of the bridge, light 
wells and arrangements of logs and rocks to provide 
habitat and protection for smaller ground dwelling 
animals. Most effective is the presence of continuous 
riparian and aquatic vegetation along the creek 
beneath the underpass. Artificial grow lights may need 
to be installed to provide sufficient light during the 
daytime to support this vegetation.

Contributions to solve this problem should be sought 
from the owners and managers of this infrastructure, 
including VicRoads and CityLink.

COMPONENT 14 -  VANBERG LINEAR BRIDGE

For many years, there has been a strong desire to 
‘close the gap’ in the path network at Vanberg Road, 
which is the final remaining section of creek where 
pedestrian and bicycle access is prevented, requiring 
an awkward detour through adjacent streets to 
complete the journey and reconnect to the creek.

The Vanberg Linear Bridge proposes a raised linear 
bridge that traverses this section of the creek, allowing 
continuous access along the entire linear park and 
creek. This represents the symbolic completion of the 
Moonee Ponds Creek Trail.

The precise form of the bridge is dependent on 
many factors and subject to a detailed investigation. 
However, the bridge is most likely located on a raised 
structure cantilevered from one side of the creek 
channel above the flood zone to minimise any loss of 
flood capacity within the channel.

There is an important opportunity for this bridge to 
link both sides of the creek in a location where there 
is poor neighbourhood connectivity across the creek. 
Alternatively, explore the possibility of continuing the 
shared user pathway along the Moreland side of the 
creek. These connections will encourage more people 
to access this portion of the creek, which currently 
has a wild and untamed feel, thereby providing better 
passive surveillance and safety.

COMPONENT 15 - UPGRADED ROAD BRIDGES

Many people currently access the creek and linear 
park via existing road bridges. Many of these existing 
bridges offer poor pedestrian and bicycle access and 
were designed primarily for vehicles and not people. 

Because the experience of these bridges is a crucial 
aspect of the linear park design, it is important to 
consider how they can better support access to the 
creek.  This may include widening the pedestrian 
shoulder to the bridges by reducing traffic lane widths, 
or constructing outrigger structures that allow for a 
wider pedestrian pavement.

This component can be used in conjunction with 
Component 06 (Road Crossings) to provide greater 
recognition and visibility for the Moonee Ponds Creek.

COMPONENT 16 - LAND BRIDGE

A land bridge connects two separate areas of land, 
allowing both people and animals to cross uninhibited.  
In recent years there has been much investigation into 
the design and construction of land bridges that link 
fragmented habitats and prevent road kill.

Along the creek, there is an opportunity to construct 
land bridges which span the freeway and reconnect 
fragmented habitats along the creek. This idea 
represents an important symbolic reversal of fortune 
for the creek, which has suffered from repeated 
bridging from adjacent roads and freeway in the past.

Land bridges can occur in a number of places along 
the linear park, including the reconnection of Royal 
Park to the creek corridor severed by the construction 
of the Tullamarine Freeway, proving an important east 
west linkage in a severely fragmented portion of the 
city. This location recognises the importance of the 
ecological corridor along the creek linking Woodlands 
Park in the north to Royal Park. Other land bridge 
locations over the freeway exist further to the north, as 
identified in the media last year.

Future freeway upgrades should consider the 
provision of land bridges to offset the impact of 
freeway construction and expansion on the creek.

http://www.theage.com.au/comment/the-zone/urban-jungle-radical-ways-to-improve-our-city-life-20151207-glhb53
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MOSAIC PLANTINGS

Aquatic & Riparian Planting

Embankment Planting

Closed Woodland Planting

Open Woodland Planting

Grassland

Mown Lawn

Agricultural Garden

Bu�er Planting

MOSAIC PLANTING

A major objective is to improve the ecological health 
of the Moonee Ponds Creek through the provision of 
far greater area (quantity) and diversity (heterogeneity) 
of planting that will greatly improve habitat for plants 
and animals.

Operational Ecology 

The goal is to create what ecologist Nina Marie Lister 
calls an ‘operational ecology’ which can self sustain, 
rather than a ‘designer ecology’ which is reliant on 
intensive and ongoing maintenance. As she notes, 
a “designer ecology is not operational ecology, it 
does not program, facilitate, or ultimately permit the 
emergence and evolution of self organising, resilient 
ecological systems - a basic requirement for long term 
sustainability.”01 

This self organising ability is known as succession, 
and is a necessary characteristic of a functional and 
healthy ecosystem.  Succession allows for ecologies 
to change, evolve and adapt over time. A significant 
problem along the Moonee Ponds Creek is ongoing 
and regular disturbance that prevents the evolution of 
the creek ecology. This in turn limits the complexity 
and diversity of habitat along the creek, and is a major 
impediment to biodiversity.

While the idea of a fully operational ecology along 
the creek may seem unrealistic, it does provide an 
important reminder that these ecologies are not 
permanent or stable but in fact are undergoing 
constant change. Given this, we must not design 
‘fixed’ systems, but rather ‘adaptable strategies’ that 
will evolve over time. As landscape architect Chris 
Reed notes, “adaption, appropriation and flexibility 
became the hallmarks of ‘successful’ systems, as it is 
through ecosystems’ ability to respond to changing 
environmental conditions that they persist.”02 

01 Large Parks, ed Julia Czerniak and George Hargreaves, 
Princeton Architectural Press, 2007, pg 35
02 Chris Reed, in Ecological Urbanism, pg 325

Urban Ecology Park

Ideas of an ‘operational’ rather than ‘designer’ ecology 
have already been explored along the creek. In 2013, 
Council undertook a speculative project to understand 
what the ‘urban ecology park’ may look like.03  Using 
Montgomery Park as the test site, this excellent 
project applies many of the important principles of 
urban ecology to a small park located close to the 
Moonee Ponds Creek. 

The project concluded that recreating pre-settlement 
planting communities precisely should be avoided, 
and instead, we should develop appropriate plant 
communities that are resilient and adaptable to urban 
life and offer value to urban biodiversity. As Council’s 
own Urban Ecology Strategy notes, “our cities are 
providing new and novel habitats and niches that may 
be quite different from our pre-European ecosystems.  
Cities now support a variety of species including non-
native species that best suit these urban conditions.  
Ecosystems change, and we are working with this 
fact, rather than solely trying to recreate historical 
ecosystems.”04 

While these new and ‘novel’ plant communities may 
consist largely of indigenous plants identified within 
the pre-settlement EVC’s, planting palettes must 
also be developed with recognition of the level of 
maintenance required by the different land managers 
along the creek, and the acknowledgement that 
maintenance must be within the realms of possibility, 
and not represent an unrealistic burden (and thus 
likely to fail).

In this sense, the ecology along the Moonee Ponds 
Creek will need to be both flexible and adaptable, as 
well as realistic and pragmatic to encourage habitat 
diversity and strength along a narrow linear park that 
experiences high levels of disturbance.

03 Urban Ecology Park Scenario for Moonee Valley City 
Council ‐ ZM Environments and ARCUE, 2013
04 Urban Ecology Strategy, City of Moonee Valley, 2014, pg 5

Mosaic Gradient

The mosaic is a way of organising different planting 
types along the linear park according to level of 
intensity and function.  Importantly, this strategy 
recognises the ecological concept of ‘edge effects”, 
which are the disturbances that can occur towards the 
edge of fragmented and narrow habitats and corridors. 

This strategy therefore proposes that more intensive 
activities, along with robust and simple plantings, 
are located at the edges of the creek corridor where 
disturbances are high, and more delicate and sensitive 
plantings and habitats (such as riparian and aquatic 
zones) are located at the centre of the corridor, where 
disturbances are lower.

Planting Types

The following planting types for the linear park and 
creek corridor correspond to this activity gradient-

1. Aquatic & Riparian Planting;

2. Embankment Planting;

3. Closed Woodland;

4. Open Woodland;

5. Grassland (unmown);

6. Lawn (mown).

These represent general plant communities only ; 
there are in fact many variations to these communities, 
dependant on the specific location and conditions 
of the site. Multiple planting palettes will need to be 
developed for specific locations along the creek.

F.07 PLANTINGS
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COMPONENT 17 - AQUATIC & RIPARIAN PLANTING

Riparian and aquatic planting zones are extremely 
important to the health of the creek and perform 
many functions. The meandering curves of a creek 
combined with vegetation and root systems, slow the 
flow of water, which reduces soil erosion and flood 
damage. Sediment is trapped, reducing suspended 
solids to create less turbid water, replenish soils, and 
build stream banks. Pollutants are filtered from surface 
runoff, enhancing water quality via biofiltration.

The riparian zones also provide wildlife habitat, 
increased biodiversity, and wildlife corridors, enabling 
aquatic and riparian organisms to move along river 
systems avoiding isolated communities.

In many locations along the Moonee Ponds Creek, 
the absence of both aquatic and riparian plantings 
due largely to the presence of the concrete channel 
greatly inhibit habitat and biodiversity. For this reason, 
many of the tools outlined in the Water Investigation 
specifically explore the removal of the concrete 
and the creation of aquatic and riparian planting 
opportunities.

The banks of the creek should also consist of gentle 
slopes which allow the establishment of emergent 
vegetation to allow easy dispersal between the water 
body and the surrounding land. This also improves the 
safety of the creek.

COMPONENT 18 - EMBANKMENT PLANTING

The Moonee Ponds Creek is deeply incised into the 
creek valley, resulting in steep embankments down 
to the water’s edge. In locations where the creek 
has been channelised, this embankment is often 
constructed from concrete and grass, which offers 
very little habitat value.

Consequently, many of the tools explored in the 
Water Investigation propose revegetating the 
creek embankment to provide significant habitat 
improvements. Because the embankments are subject 
to flood events and high water velocities, they are also 
susceptible to erosion and damage. 

Embankment plantings therefore help stabilise the 
slope, slow water velocities and protect against 
erosion. Because the steepness inhibits access, 
these plantings are naturally more protected from 
disturbance from humans. Embankment plantings 
should include larger trees which overhang the creek, 
helping to regulate and cool water temperatures 
within the creek.

COMPONENT 19 - CLOSED WOODLAND

Closed woodland communities are characterised 
by a canopy of trees 12‐15 metres tall which provide 
a continuous canopy cover (> 80% cover). Over 
time, the growth of larger trees (such as Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis, Eucalyptus melliodora) will provide 
nesting hollows for urban wildlife (something which is 
currently lacking along the creek). 

Closed woodlands have a multi‐layered, dense 
understory consisting of large shrubs (3‐5 m height), 
medium shrubs (1‐3 m height), grass and herb cover, 
occasionally interspersed with small rocky outcrops 
(< 1 m2 area). The shrubs form a continuous coverage 
(>80 % cover), with occasional areas of more open 
cover (40‐60%), and thickets (95% cover). The lower 
understory includes shrubs (up to 1m high), as well as 
a diversity of grasses and herbs. 

This understory provides extremely important habitat 
for smaller woodland birds, who often nest within the 
dense lower shrub layer which offer darker and cooler 
conditions.  

Fallen leaf litter and woody debris such as branches 
are left in situ. During the establishment phase of 
this community, the natural leaf litter may need to be 
supplemented by mulch to aide in soil development, 
until the natural litter layer becomes established. The 
natural succession process for plant species can be 
supplemented with direct plantings into natural gaps 
in order to maintain the windbreak, visual and pollution 
barrier properties.

There is currently a substantial lack of this type of 
habitat along the creek, as it is often perceived as 
unsafe for public parks due to poor sight lines and 
perceived safety issues.  Consequently, this planting 
community should be carefully located away from 
high activity areas where these concerns may lead to 
ongoing removal of vegetation and high disturbance.

COMPONENT 20 - OPEN WOODLAND

“Woodland communities are characterised by 
a canopy of trees 12‐15 metres tall, providing a 
continuous canopy cover (> 80% cover) across 
the woodland areas. The taller shrubs (>3 m high) 
are absent or sparsely distributed within this sub‐
community. 

The under storey in this sub‐community consists of 
scattered shrubs (up to 1m high), punctuated by the 
occasional medium shrub (1‐3 m high), as well as 
a diversity of grasses and herbs. In some areas, the 
ground cover may include larger boulders and other 
areas of rocky cover. Fallen leaf litter and course 
woody debris (e.g. branches) are left in situ. During the 
establishment phase of this community, the natural 
leaf litter may need to be supplemented by mulch to 
aid in soil development, until the natural litter layer 
becomes established.

Because the planting is more open and less dense, 
sight lines are maintained through this community. 
As such, it can be located closer to higher intensity 
activities and can be located adjacent to the shared 
user pathway. 

COMPONENT 22 - LAWN (MOWN)

This community consists of low growing grasses 
that are regularly mown. It is suitable for use where 
ball games and other active sporting activities or turf 
for informal use such as picnics are desired, and is 
currently used extensively in the parkland along the 
creek.

Mown lawn offers little habitat value and requires 
extensive, regular and costly maintenance.  
Consequently, areas of mown lawn should be 
significantly reduced along the entire creek 
and replaced with other more beneficial plant 
communities.

Where mown grass is retained, it is typically located 
towards the edge of the creek corridor, where activity 
(and disturbance is high) and away from the centre, 
where biodiversity is greater. Where grass is retained, 
consider scattered tree plantings within the grass to 
provide greater shade for adjacent activities.

Avoid detrimental grass management techniques, 
including mowing too low (which can damage 
the plant and makes it more susceptible to pests, 
environmental stresses and wear) and over watering. 
Select appropriate lawn species that require 
substantially less fertiliser and water, such as the 
indigenous weeping grass (Microlaena stipoides).

COMPONENT 21 - GRASSLAND (UNMOWN)

Grasslands resembles the indigenous grassland 
communities found within the Victorian Volcanic 
Plains bioregion. The dominant species are grasses 
such as Themeda triandra, Poa spp. and Danthonia 
spp. Additional species that may be present in the 
community are herbs, sedges, and lilies.

Dominant species may or may not be arranged into 
defined geometric shapes to assist with management. 
Leaf litter will be left in situ. This community may 
require burning at regular 3‐5 year intervals to ensure 
optimal health of the plant community. Natural 
regeneration of the plant species is present, and the 
species composition may vary over time. The addition 
of new plant species (e.g. assisted colonisation) may 
occur in the future, where the action would contribute 
to a conservation outcome.
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COMPONENT 24 - AGRICULTURAL GARDEN

These are plantings contained within community 
gardens located along the linear park.  These plantings 
are diverse and may contain many non indigenous 
species, particularly flowering and food plants. 
These gardens provide greater plant heterogeneity 
and  opportunities for pollination for bees, thereby 
increasing the urban ecology of the linear park.

COMPONENT 23 - BUFFER PLANTINGS

These are plantings on the edge and adjacent to 
the linear park and creek and provide an important 
role in buffering the creek corridor from the effects 
of urban activity and pollution. As ecologist Amy 
Hahs notes “by planting trees, shrubs and other 
plants within the urban matrix we can moderate the 
local climatic conditions such as temperature and 
atmospheric water, as well as reduce the flow of 
wind along urban canyons, and thereby create less 
extreme environmental conditions in the landscapes 
surrounding important patches of native vegetation.” 
Buffer plantings help absorb air pollution from existing 
road infrastructure, thereby improving air quality. 
These plantings also improve visual amenity by 
screening unsightly infrastructure and reinforcing the 
green corridor.
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Robert Lovick for Urban-Water Transect studio, led by 

Dr. Michaela Prescott, RMIT University, 2017

View looking north towards Denzil Don Reserve, Brunswick West
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F.08 PONDS, PUDDLES & RIFFLES

CHANNEL EXPERIENCES

The Water Investigation carefully identifies a wide 
range of tools that will improve the ecological health 
of the creek and biodiversity within the creek corridor, 
with a primary focus on reconstructing ponds, puddles 
and riffles along the length of the creek. It explores 
how to remove the concrete channel and undertake 
creek channel modifications that will support 
improvements to water quality, slow water velocities, 
reduce peak flows into the creek, capture pollutants, 
improve creek habitat heterogeneity and reduce flood 
risk to adjacent land.

The reinstatement of the ponds, puddles and riffles 
along the Moonee Ponds Creek becomes the primary 
objective of the project, providing the ecological 
stepping stones that will support greater biodiversity 
and provide much needed access for the community 
along the entire linear park.

The investigation includes descriptions of both offline 
(within the catchment) and online (within the creek 
corridor) tools.  While offline tools are very important 
in improving water quality within the creek, it is the 
online channel modifications that have most physical 
impact on the linear park and how people experience 
the creek.

The experiential possibilities of the creek channel fall 
into three categories; firstly experiences provided by 
the existing channel, secondly, experiences provided 
by modifying the existing channel for people, and 
lastly, experiences provided by modifying the existing 
channel for water quality objectives.

Experience of the Existing Channel

This is where the existing concrete channel is unable 
to be removed, or the existing channel offers particular 
experiences or opportunities for people. It  recognises 
that existing qualities of be channel are important or 
valuable, particularly in spatially constrained sections 
of the creek where there in insufficient space and it 
is impossible to remove sections of concrete lining. 
These options have limited creek health outcomes.

Modified Channel Experiences for People

Importantly, this class of options recognises that there 
are changes available to the concrete channel itself 
that can greatly enhance public space outcomes, even 
if the channel itself cannot be removed. It is greatly 
informed by precedents around the world where 
this has happened. It represents a paradigm shift for 
Melbourne Water, who must now design and maintain 
creek infrastructure to satisfy more than flood 
conveyance. These options have limited creek health 
outcomes.

Modified Channel Experiences - Water Investigation

While the Water Investigation describes the technical 
benefits of each tool, it does not describe the potential 
for channel modifications to enhance the experience 
of the linear park for people. Contained within each 
channel modification are a range of exciting activities 
and experiences that can greatly enhance the 
experience of the Moonee Ponds Creek by allowing 
greater access to the water’s edge and a broader 
range of experiences and spaces.

COMPONENT 25 - INFRASTRUCTURE SUBLIME

These are specific locations along the creek where 
existing infrastructure possesses a sublime quality 
that is powerful, awe-inspiring and dramatic and 
where the sheer scale, magnitude and audacity of the 
engineering accomplishment is breathtaking. 

Where infrastructure collides with the pedestrian, for 
example at the Melbourne Gateway in Travancore, 
the immensity of the city is laid bare. These over 
scaled and massive spaces and forms are usually not 
reserved for people, and consequently, hold great 
power when you pass beneath them. 

These are undoubtedly tough and uncompromising 
spaces, yet they also hold an inherent fascination as 
evidenced by the range of activities that occur in these 
types of spaces.  These experiences and activities 
form an important part of the linear park and creek and 
should be celebrated.

COMPONENT 26 - ENGINEERING CELEBRATION

While the limitations of the concrete channel are 
well understood and strategies for its removal are 
prioritised, there will undoubtedly be locations along 
the creek where removal of the channel is not feasible.

In these sections of the creek where the precision and 
clarity of the engineered trapezoidal drainage channel 
is particularly confronting and bold, consideration 
should be given to ‘celebrating’ the story of the creek.  
The channel in these locations represents a constant 
reminder of the particular modernist mind-set that 
coerced and controlled rather than respected and 
venerated Nature, and tells a powerful story of how 
we have treated the creek in the past. Contrasting 
elements such as these provide a richness to the 
experience of the linear park.
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COMPONENT 27 - CHANNEL PATHWAY

In locations where the existing concrete channel 
cannot be removed, there is an opportunity to utilise 
the flat, hard concrete surface for a range of activities. 
This recognises the functional potential of the channel 
for a range of activities (other than drainage) and that 
people already use the concrete channel in a variety of 
ways.

This includes the use of the channel as an alternate 
bicycle and walking path which provides a more 
direct and spacious route that avoids many of the 
existing user conflicts in adjacent parks.  Other 
current uses include skateboarding and roller blading. 
The application of ‘super’ graphics to the concrete 
surface may delineate or suggest certain activities 
and uses, including line marking for paths and courts. 
Many of these modifications are low cost and easy to 
implement.

https://i.ytimg.com/vi/2Os2--_VAhA/hqdefault.jpg

COMPONENT 28 - CHANNEL STEPS 

There is an opportunity to modify the channel with 
a broader range of functions and experiences, for 
example, improved access to the water’s edge, or 
wide seating and sunbathing terraces, particularly in 
locations where the existing concrete channel cannot 
be removed. This may coincide with sections of the 
channel that are damaged, require maintenance or 
need replacement. 

This strategy recognises that the monofunctional 
nature of the channel is no longer acceptable, and 
that multiple functions should be designed into the 
channel to make it more useful, while maintaining 
the hydraulic performance of the channel. The range 
of possible functional modifications are extensive; 
some are relatively inexpensive, while others involve 
reconstruction of entire segments of the channel.

COMPONENT 29 - CHANNEL TERRACE

In locations where the existing concrete channel 
cannot be removed, there is an opportunity to remove 
the upper portion of the concrete channel and lower 
the adjacent landscape to create an intermediate 
terrace between the channel floor and the top of the 
embankment. 

This may allow for a range of additional experiences 
and functions, including seating terraces.  This 
option may be used in conjunction with other Water 
Investigation tools, including the  planting and 
wetlands, to increase water quality objectives, as well 
as enhance experiential richness and biodiversity.

COMPONENT 30 - RECONSTRUCTED CHANNEL

This strategy recognises the finite life span of the 
concrete channel, which as some point in the future 
will require full replacement. In circumstances where 
channel cannot be removed, but requires complete 
replacement, there is an important opportunity 
to reconsider how the channel is designed. The 
engineering / hydraulic function of the concrete 
channel is retained, but the form is reconfigured to 
allow for new and different forms of inhabitation.

This may occur in spatially constrained locations of 
the creek where removal of the concrete channel is 
not possible. This effectively asks what the channel 
could look like if we designed it today to include 
a broader range of functions. Useful international 
precedents include the Cheonggyecheon River in 
Seoul, and propositions contained in the master plan 
for the LA River.

COMPONENT 31 - WATER INVESTIGATION TOOLS

This recognises that each tool outlined in the Water 
Investigation also contains important functional 
possibilities that can enhance the performance of the 
linear park. The overlay of both water quality and linear 
park functions offers enormous potential to create 
landscapes along the creek that can support human, 
fauna and flora along the creek.
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F.09 ACTIVITIES

MOSAIC ACTIVITIES

Urban ecologies consist of people, animals and plants 
living together within the urban environment. The 
arrangement of these elements along the creek in a 
compatible, harmonious manner is a key objective of 
the linear park.  The mosaic of activities describes the 
type, location and configuration of different activities 
to be found along the linear park.

Creek Dependant Activities

In the past, the creek has been the repository for a 
wide array of different activities and experiences, often 
unrelated to the creek environment in which they sit. 
As the population of the city and pressures on the 
creek rise, it will become more and more important 
that these activities respect the underlying ecology 
and biodiversity of the creek, and that unrelated and 
inappropriate activities are discouraged. 

In the same way that activities on coastal land must 
now be ‘coastal dependant’, activities along the 
Moonee Ponds Creek should be ‘creek dependent’.
This means that the design of particular activities 
should be compatible with the ecology of the creek, 
and in some way respond to the creek environment, 
providing experiences that cannot be replicated 
elsewhere.

What The Community Asked For

Expanding the diversity of activities along the creek 
has been a recurring request from the community.  A 
wider range of activities and experiences will help 
build more regular usage and ownership amongst the 
community. Transforming the creek corridor from a 
monoculture to a diversity of culture is important.

Types Of Activities &  Spaces

These are the variety of public spaces and landscape 
types scattered along the length of the linear park. 
These should be carefully arranged at regular intervals 
and appropriate locations to create activity ‘stepping 
stones’ along the creek. These includes play spaces 
and play elements, gathering spaces (barbecues and 
shelters), resting places, individual seats, lookouts, 
community gardens, pathways, toilets, sports and 
recreational facilities and associated car parking and 
buildings.

COMPONENT 34 - PLAY SPACES

The creek has always been a playful environment 
and of great attraction to children and provides a 
wonderful opportunity to build lifelong connections 
between children and Nature. Creeks and waterways 
hold great fascination for children.  While the creek 
itself is a wonderful playground, the creation of a 
‘necklace’ of creek playgrounds at regular intervals 
along the linear park will provide important stepping 
stones along the creek.

There is an opportunity for a connected series of 
play spaces and play opportunities along the creek 
that explore the theme of water and nature.  These 
playgrounds should not be generic (i.e. not contain 
typical experiences found in other playgrounds), build 
on the existing experiences available along the creek 
and allow for the interaction with natural elements and 
materials.

Typical Spacing = 2 kilometres

Number of People = 1-50 people

COMPONENT 32- RESTING PLACES

Resting places are restful and contemplative moments 
along the linear park where individuals or small groups 
of people can pause and enjoy the creek environment.  
Resting places are typically located in particularly 
beautiful, relaxing or interesting places. They may 
be located some distance off the main pathway and 
primarily consist of seating. Spacing of seating should 
be at regular intervals along the creek, allowing people 
to ‘hop’ from resting place to resting place. Resting 
places may also include scenic lookouts over the 
creek, as well as bird hides for bird watching.

Typical spacing = 400 metres

Number of people = 1-4 people

COMPONENT 33 - GATHERING SPACES

Places along the linear park where people can gather 
for formal and informal events, such as birthday 
parties, barbecues and gatherings.  Gathering spaces 
are typically located where there is sufficient space, 
often in parks. These spaces may include shelters, 
seating and bench tables, as well as tree planting and 
lawn for activities.

Typical Spacing = 1 kilometre

Number of People = 4-20 people
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COMPONENT 37 - SPORTING & RECREATIONAL

As the city continues to grow, there will be additional 
pressure to place active recreation sporting facilities 
on land adjacent to the creek, or to upgrade existing 
facilities.  Given the limited space available along 
the creek, it is important to carefully assess the 
appropriateness of each facility along the creek.

Facilities should only be considered where they can 
contribute positively to the ecological operation of  
the Moonee Ponds Creek. Wherever possible, these 
facilities should be open to the public for use and 
accessible from the main shared user path. These 
facilities may include outdoor courts for basketball, 
netball, sports courts, multipurpose play and informal 
ball games. These are high intensity activities and 
should be located away from creek in areas of mown 
lawn and closer to roadways and park boundaries, 
allowing easy access from adjacent streets.

Facilities that are indoors or roofed, with little or no 
engagement with the landscape should not be located 
along the linear park, but rather on vacant land away 
from the creek.

COMPONENT 36 - SPORTS GROUNDS & OVALS

There are many sporting ovals currently located along 
the Moonee Ponds Creek. Many sports fields were 
constructed above the flood plain (artificially raised) 
to avoid frequent flooding. Over time, this has led to a 
reduction in flood plain capacity along the creek and 
an increase in flood risk.  

There is an opportunity to lower many sporting fields 
to once again engage with the flood plain, allowing 
periodic inundation and greater flood plain capacity.  
This issue will require careful consultation with the 
sporting clubs to determine appropriate levels of risk 
from flooding versus the ecological benefits from 
additional floodplain capacity. 

How sporting ovals are managed also has an 
important role in creek health. All stormwater runoff 
from sports fields should be treated to reduce nutrient 
loads into the creek, coupled with the implementation 
of ecological sports ground and turf management 
practices which minimise the use of fertilisers. 
This includes biological and botanical pest control 
methods, plant stress management techniques, 
composting, biological fertility and an understanding 
of the ecological impact of conventional pesticides 
and cultural practices.

Large areas of mown grass (of low ecological value) 
around sporting facilities that are not required for the 
activity itself should be replaced with planting more 
suitable for the creek environment and which can 
provide greater habitat diversity for wildlife.

COMPONENT 35 - COMMUNITY GARDENS

As the city continues to grow, and more and more 
people live in apartments without gardens, community 
gardens become an important opportunity for 
people to grow their own food and plants and to 
develop connections with Nature. There are currently 
community gardens located at Debney’s Park, 
Travancore Park and Boeing Reserve. Additional 
community gardens can be considered should there 
be sufficient demand from the community. These 
gardens should be open to the public and be easily 
seen from the main path, becoming an activity and 
destination along the park. 

Community gardens should be carefully located to 
avoid damage to existing trees and habitat. These 
gardens are an interesting reference to the historical 
use of the creek floodplain as a site for market 
gardens. Community gardens provide a wider range of 
flowering plants for bees to pollinate.

Typical spacing = 4 kilometres (where demand exists)

Number of people = 1-50 people

COMPONENT 38 - CAR PARKING

The linear park is a place for people, animals and 
plants. Consequently, carparks should not be located 
within the park, but rather on adjacent and often under 
utilised streets.  Where people drive to the linear 
park, the expectation they can park immediately at 
their destination has resulted in the inefficient use of 
parkland as car parking, and the incremental loss of 
parkland to ever expanding car parking.  Pedestrian 
and bicycle access should  be prioritised and 
encouraged.

Where existing car parking is located within the 
park, appropriate water sensitive urban design 
tools (as outlined in the Water Investigation) should 
be implemented to ensure contaminated runoff is 
cleaned prior to discharge into the creek. Strategies 
to relocate these carparks to adjacent streets should 
be explored, and more spatially efficient carpark 
footprints must be implemented.

COMPONENT 39 - NEW BUILDINGS

New buildings should not be constructed within the 
linear park. Instead, greater efficiency of existing 
sporting clubhouse facilities should be explored, 
including co-location of clubs and sharing of facilities. 
Existing buildings can also contain public toilets

Where required, new buildings should be located 
as close to adjacent streets where access can be 
managed and as far away from the creek as possible. 
Buildings should occupy the most spatially efficient 
footprint as possible, and incorporate tools outlined 
within the Water Investigation to minimise the impact 
on the water quality within the creek.

Future sporting reserve upgrades should explore 
relocating inappropriately sited buildings where 
possible, including at Cross Keys Reserve and Ormond 
Park.
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F.10 FIXTURES

TYPES OF FIXTURES

Augmenting the main components of the linear park 
are a wide range of park fittings and fixtures which 
provide specific functionality and solve a range of 
issues across the creek corridor.  This includes all the 
hard infrastructure required to create the linear park, 
including energy production, water reuse, lighting, 
furniture, fencing, balustrades and handrails and 
seating.

Park Infrastructure Manual

An important recommendation is the creation of  a 
Linear Park Infrastructure Manual and Style Guide, 
which provides a set of consistent design details and 
materials that can be used across the entire park. The 
infrastructure manual will outline the overall design 
intent for the linear park and principles for the design 
of individual elements. 

It is important that the roll out of park infrastructure 
is coordinated across multiple agencies and local 
governments, to ensure consistency across the entire 
park.

Infrastructure Principles

In general, principles for the design of individual 
elements include - 

• reaffirm the unique identity of the linear park;

• utilise sustainable materials;

• deploy fixtures only were required (i.e. do not
over use);

• locally built;

• high craftsmanship and quality;

• fitness for purpose;

• well designed and attractive.

COMPONENT 40 - ENERGY PRODUCTION

The linear park will require power for some elements, 
including lighting, barbecues and toilets.  All power 
for elements along the park should be generated on 
site, with any excess power fed back into the grid. 
Consideration should be given to suitable forms of 
green energy generation, including the installation 
of photo voltaic cells (PV), small scale hydro (should 
there be sufficient base flow in the creek) and wind.

The linear park should be broken down into energy 
catchment zones. Power usage should be modelled 
in detail, such that appropriately sized small 
energy generation facilities (SEGF) can be installed 
at suitable locations along the creek.  Suitable 
locations may include on the roofs of existing and 
proposed buildings, including club rooms, toilets 
and shade structures.  Ideally, power facilities 
should be consolidated into key locations, for ease 
of maintenance and access, and should be grid 
connected, to avoid the need for costly battery 
storage, and to ensure any excess power generated 
can be fed back to the grid to reduce peak loads.

COMPONENT 41 - LIGHTING

The provision of lighting has been subject to 
much discussion during the project, particularly in 
relationship to safety along the creek at night. Light 
levels will need to balance a range of competing 
objectives, including perceptions of community safety 
and disturbance to habitat and wildlife. 

Generally, lighting should only be provided at key 
locations along the creek, such as bridges and 
crossings where night time assess is required to 
connect across the creek valley.  Lighting along the 
shared user path should not occur due to the likely 
disturbance to wildlife.  Furthermore, many parts 
of the creek remain isolated and poorly connected; 
lighting in these areas may create an unrealistic sense 
of safety.

Proposed lighting should utilise energy generated 
within the park (Component 47) and deploy energy 
efficient luminaires which minimise light spill and 
disturbance to habitat areas. 

COMPONENT 42 - FENCES AND BOUNDARIES

The long and narrow nature of the creek corridor 
located within a highly developed inner urban 
area creates substantial edges to the linear park 
bounded by residential fencing. The wide variation 
in fencing types, colours, heights and ages creates 
a ‘hotchpotch’ of boundary conditions to the park. 
Because of the proximity of the fencing to the shared 
user path, fencing types can dramatically affect the 
experience of the linear park.

Consideration should be given to planning scheme 
amendments which provide guidelines for fence types 
along the boundary with the linear park.  In particular, 
consideration should be given to providing greater 
permeability to adjacent properties to increase the 
levels of natural (passive) surveillance of the creek 
corridor.

While fences will remain the responsibility of private 
land owners, over time the application of more 
rigorous design requirements has the potential to 
dramatically improve the interface between the linear 
park and the neighbouring properties.

COMPONENT 43- NOISE WALLS

Freeway noise walls are an important method to 
reduce noise pollution from adjacent roadways and 
freeways and thus crucial to improving biodiversity 
and habitat along the Moonee Ponds Creek. Noise 
walls remain a significant visual barrier within the 
creek corridor.

Alternate noise wall designs need to be developed 
that offer greater habitat benefits on the creek side 
of the freeway, as well as improve sight lines and 
aesthetics.  Further testing of vegetated noise walls 
should be undertaken, as recent research suggests 
that vegetation can significantly reduce downwind 
vehicle emission pollution levels. Detailed noise 
modelling needs to be undertaken to identify gaps 
within the noise wall network. 

Importantly, noise walls must be designed with 
multiple functions in mind. Contributions to solve 
this problem should be sought from the owners and 
managers of this infrastructure, including VicRoads 
and CityLink.
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Source: http://www.hermonslade.org.au/projects/

HSF_06_6/hsf_06_6.html

Phragmites australis along the Moonee 

Ponds Creek, Boeing Reserve, 2016

COMPONENT 46 - SIGNAGE & WAYFINDING

An important component of the linear park is 
the development of an appropriate signage 
and wayfinding that assist people in orientating 
themselves along the creek. Importantly, this should 
reaffirm the identity of the linear park.

Signage should emphasise the unique identity of the 
creek and park, be beautifully designed and be used in 
strategic locations only where necessary. Appropriate 
locations may include Path Intersections (Component 
04) and Path Entry Points (Component 05), as well as
Path Bridges. Information on loops and circuits, as well
as distances to key destinations and facilities should
be incorporated into signage and travel maps, as well
as on-line (web-based) park maps and information.

Opportunities exist to utilise the horizontal surface 
of the shared user path for wayfinding graphics and 
distance markers. Signage and wayfinding should be 
coordinated across municipal boundaries to ensure 
continuity of the park.

COMPONENT 44 - ARBOREAL NESTING BOXES

Significant trees provide nesting hollows and habitat 
for many creatures.  Due to the growth habit of 
these trees, the nesting hollows only develop after 
many decades when large tree limbs break off at 
the trunk, creating suitable hollows within the tree.  
Unfortunately, there are very few remaining significant 
trees along the Moonee Ponds Creek. 

In the absence of significant trees, arboreal nesting 
boxes should be installed along the entire length 
of the linear park, providing habitat and nesting 
opportunities for a wide variety of arboreal mammals 
and birds. These nesting boxes should be located in 
appropriate habitat types.

These nesting boxes should be uniquely designed, 
with appropriate interpretations, such that people can 
easily identify which type of animal is housed. Nesting 
boxes will require regular inspection and maintenance 
to ensure that dominant and pest species do not usurp 
targeted species.

COMPONENT 45 - FURNITURE & FIXTURES

A suite of unique and identifiable park furniture and 
fixtures should be developed for the linear park. This 
will include bike racks, seating, tables, barbecues, 
water fountains, bike repair stations, fences, handrails 
and balustrading.

A Linear Park Infrastructure Manual and Style Guide 
should be developed that establishes a consistent 
set of design details and materials that can be used 
across the entire park. The infrastructure manual will 
outline the overall design intent for the linear park and 
principles for the design of individual elements. 

It is important that the roll out of park infrastructure 
is coordinated across multiple agencies and local 
governments, to ensure consistency across the entire 
park.
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F.11 LINEAR PARK ADJACENCIES

MOSAIC ADJACENCIES

The Moonee Ponds Creek corridor is both narrow 
and constrained, compromising its effectiveness as 
an ecological corridor. An important goal in urban 
ecology is to increase the variety of environments, 
habitats and plantings surrounding the corridor to help 
promote biodiversity and increase the experiential 
richness for humans. Ecologists call this the ‘spatial 
heterogeneity’ or diversity of the land adjacent to the 
creek. Modifications to land adjacent to the corridor 
can better support the ecology of the creek itself.

As Melbourne ecologists Mark McDonnell and 
Amy Hahs observe “one of the more under utilised 
actions that can play an important role in biodiversity 
conservation involves modifying the urban matrix to 
make the differences between the remnant patch and 
the surrounding landscape less pronounced.”01

Thus land adjacent to the creek should be modified 
to more closely resemble the creek landscape, 
particularly in terms of planting types and habitat 
diversity. This includes encouraging private land 
owners to create additional habitat.

Neighbourhood Connectivity

The success of the linear park is also dependant 
on excellent connectivity between the creek and 
the surrounding neighbourhood.  Priority access 
points into the linear park are very important and 
opportunities to enhance and modify adjacent streets  
as park entry points is encouraged.

01 Four Ways to Reduce the Loss of Native Plants and 
Animals from Our Cities and Towns, Mark McDonnell, Melbourne.  
Amy Hahs, Parkville, Australia.  April 14, 2014.

Open Space Consolidation & Expansion 

Over time, the creek has become highly fragmented 
by the development of infrastructure, such as roads 
and drains, as well as the housing development on 
the floodplain, resulting in a creek corridor that is very 
narrow and poorly connected. 

Every master plan for the Moonee Ponds Creek in 
the last thirty years has suggested that strategic land 
acquisition should be considered to help alleviate the 
problem of fragmentation and lack of connectivity. 

While acquisition of land is expensive and would 
require careful consideration, as the population 
rises and the city becomes denser there will be 
greater need for more open space and shared path 
connections to cater for the growing population. As 
such acquisition as a strategy will become more and 
more important into the future. Furthermore, as the 
effects of climate change increase and flood risk 
rises, acquisition may become more cost effective in 
reducing flood levels in the future.

There are three acquisition strategies - 

• expansion to improve human and wildlife
connectivity;

• expansion to create more space;

• expansion to manage flood risk.

Land acquisition is likely to occur when Council 
reactively acquires State government owned land 
that is deemed “surplus”. As such, there is a need for 
all Councils to undertake a strategic opportunities 
analysis to determine priority locations for acquisition 
to improve connectivity, expand public space and 
mitigate flood risk. Such a strategic analysis of existing 
open space constraints has been initially identified in  
the Base Plans section of this document.

COMPONENT 47 - EXPANSION FOR CONNECTIVITY

Strategic land acquisition to improve connectivity 
with the surrounding neighbourhoods and to improve 
access to the creek. This also includes improved 
connectivity between habitat patches for wildlife 
movement. This generally takes the form of selective 
property purchases that will allow pedestrian 
and cycle connections back into the surrounding 
neighbourhood, particularly to existing roads, paths or 
open spaces. These property acquisitions tend to be 
singular and located in neighbourhoods where access 
to the creek is poor.

Moonee Valley City Council’s Open Space Strategy 
recommends to “improve the creek corridor access 
through strategic land acquisition”, and well as 
monitor opportunities for property acquisition or 
funding sources for boardwalk structures, in order to 
complete corridor access through Essendon.”01

Moreland City Council’s Open Space Strategy also 
supports the acquisition of land to improve habitat 
connectivity through the creation of a 30m vegetative 
buffer and 50m open space corridor along each 
side of the creek.02 This process has been triggered 
through several State government land sales where  
Moreland Council have therefore acquired three 
properties during the past two years within 50m of the 
creek corridor including Kernan Avenue, Pascoe Vale; 
Hopetoun Avenue, Brunswick West and Moreland 
Road, Pascoe Vale South. Remaining sites such as 
Outlook Drive in Oak Park amongst others remain with 
decisions often made without a strategic context.

01 Moonee Ponds Creek Strategic Plan, 2011, pg 49
02 City of Moreland Open Space Strategy
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COMPONENT 48 - EXPANSION FOR MORE SPACE

Strategic land acquisition to create more space along 
the creek for linear park activities and components. 
This may include additional space for the shared 
user path in locations where the creek corridor 
is particularly narrow, and path issues difficult to 
resolve. This includes at Montague Street Essendon 
where a narrow boardwalk is currently required to 
accommodate the shared user path. These property 
acquisitions may include single or multiple adjoining 
properties, depending on the location.

Moonee Valley City Council’s Open Space Strategy 
recommends seeking “additional open space along 
the waterways as future development occurs to 
strengthen the open space corridor links where 
required.”01 This acquisition may be required to offset 
loss of open space elsewhere along the creek due to 
infrastructure expansion.

Moreland City Council’s Open Space Strategy (2012-
2022) notes that the Moonee Ponds Creek “provides 
valuable open space access to local residents and 
environmental benefits for Moreland.  It is therefore 
important for Moreland to work with adjacent 
municipalities to protect and enhance these open 
spaces and maintain access.”  

It goes on to say that “as opportunities arise, acquire 
land to create a vegetated buffer of a minimum 30 
metres wide from the creek edge on each side of 
the creek corridor along Moonee Ponds Creek. A 
minimum of 50 metres wide from the creek edge on 
each side should be sought to create a public open 
space corridor.”02 

01 Moonee Valley Open Space Strategy, MVCC, 2011, pg 5
02 Moreland City Council Open Space Strategy (2012-2022)

COMPONENT 49 - EXPANSION TO MITIGATE FLOOD 

Strategic land acquisition to allow channel widening 
for increased floodplain capacity and to mitigate 
flood risk to adjacent properties. Many of the tools 
investigated in the Water Investigation require 
sufficient space to allow for widening of the creek 
channel to offset the removal of the concrete channel.

This strategy also recognises the risks posed by 
climate change and the likely increase in flood risk due 
to more frequent and higher intensity rainfall events. 
Melbourne Water have adopted a 16% increase in 
rainfall intensity by 2100. As yet, the effects of climate 
change on creek flows and flooding have not been 
modelled. However, land acquisition for channel 
widening and detention storage of peak flood flows 
may be required to mitigate flood risk.

Acquisition of land may prove a more cost effective 
measure than other flood mitigation measures 
designed to reduce flood levels.
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Looking south towards Racecourse Road
COMPONENT 51 - ‘CREEK STREETS’

Creek streets are priority streets that have a direct 
connection from the surrounding neighbourhood to 
the creek corridor and the linear park. Creek streets 
are an important strategy to extend the visibility and 
footprint of the linear park. 

Creek streets become priority locations for the 
implementation of many of the off-line (catchment) 
tools outlined in the Water Investigation, including 
depaving roadways, porous pavements, water 
sensitive urban design and tree planting.  Other creek 
street initiatives include traffic calming and priority 
pedestrian and cycle access, such as bicycle lanes, 
widened footpaths, as well as under grounding of 
power. 

These urban transformations help expand the visibility 
of the creek within the neighbourhood and expand the  
spatial heterogeneity of the land adjacent to the creek. 

COMPONENT 52 - ROADWAY DIET

Analysis of the existing cadastral boundaries shows 
many instances along the creek corridor where land 
along the creek falls within the adjacent road reserve 
(RU) rather than within the public open space zoning 
(PPRZ). While some road reserves allow for future 
expansion (widening) of the roadway to accommodate 
additional traffic volumes, in other locations the road 
reserves are merely historical legacies and unlikely to 
be required for future expansion.

Consideration should be given to the consolidation of 
all excess road reserve land into the linear park (PPRZ) 
zoning, where the road reserve is unnecessarily wide, 
or future widening is unlikely to occur. Importantly,  
this strategy reaffirms the importance of the creek 
as a valuable open space and the longer term 
need to redesign the city to be less car dependant. 
Consolidation of land may also help avoid existing 
management and maintenance anomalies.

COMPONENT 50 - ‘CREEK COURTS’

Creek courts are cul de sacs, courts and dead end 
roadways that front onto the creek corridor, providing 
an important opportunity for transformation into 
entrances and gateways into the linear park. Creek 
courts implement many of the off-line (catchment) 
tools outlined in the Water Investigation, including 
distributed WSUD (Tool 9), street greening (Tool 10), 
permeable road pavements (Tool 11), strategies to 
depave (Tool 12), installation of pollutant traps (Tool 
13). 

Property owners can also implement rainwater tanks 
(Tool 14), lot greening (Tool 15), permeable pavements 
(Tool 16), green roofs (Tool 17) and on site detention 
(Tool 18). Typically vehicle access is retained to private 
properties within the cul se sac.

These urban transformations help expand the visibility 
of the creek within the neighbourhood and expand the  
spatial heterogeneity of the land adjacent to the creek. 
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F.12 MAINTAINING THE LINEAR PARK

MANAGEMENT OF THE CREEK & PARK

“The most critical design problem facing urban 
transformation is not the design of any particular 
building or neighbourhood.  It is the design of the city 
governance structure.”01

The Yarra Riverkeeper Association recently 
highlighted the issue of management of urban 
waterways such as the Yarra, citing that “while 
many good reports have been written and many 
good recommendations made, many of those 
recommendations have not been implemented, to the 
river’s and Melbourne’s detriment. Three key issues 
facing the river have surfaced : fragmentation of 
responsibility, inconsistencies in planning and a lack 
of continuity in implementing recommendations.”02

Thus the biggest challenge facing the Moonee 
Ponds Creek and the creation of the linear park is 
not resolution of technical and design issues, but 
rather the development of an effective, multifaceted, 
interdisciplinary and inter-agency management plan.

01 Gerald Frug, “Governing the Ecological City” in Ecological 
Urbanism, pg 303
02 www.yarrariver.org.au/charting-the-yarra-a-review-of-40-
years-of-reports-and-plans-for-the-yarra-river-corridor/

COMPONENT 53 - MANAGEMENT PLAN

Develop an effective, multifaceted, interdisciplinary 
and inter-agency governance model and management 
plan that allows the ambitions of the linear park and 
creek to be realised.

1. Develop an effective governance model for the
entire length of the Moonee Ponds Creek.

2. Facilitate ongoing dialogue, collaboration and
coordination across multiple local governments,
state government agencies, land managers and
community stakeholders.

3. Clarify expectations and roles for all stakeholders
regarding management of the creek.

4. Provide information exchange between all
stakeholders and resolve information anomalies
and gaps between different stakeholders.

5. Make holistic decisions on a catchment wide
basis, including the development of an integrated
plan for the whole creek.

6. Provide and support community stewardship
of the linear park via programs such as Urban
Landcare or Friends of the Moonee Ponds Creek.

7. Encourage collective risk ownership amongst all
stakeholders.

8. Provide training resources and educational
material to inform stakeholders about the goals of
the project.

9. Implement appropriate planning overlays within
the Planning Scheme.

PARK MAINTENANCE

Landscape architect James Corner comments that 
while large parks are “expensive to design and build, 
they are even more expensive over time to operate and 
manage. In times of fiscal cutback, parks maintenance 
is the first to be cut, and parks can quickly fall into 
states of disrepair and dereliction.”01

01 Large Parks, ed Julia Czerniak and George Hargreaves, 
Princeton Architectural Press, 2007, pg 12

COMPONENT 54 - MAINTENANCE PLAN

Developing an appropriate model of park and 
creek maintenance is crucial to the successful 
implementation of the project. Maintenance plans 
must be simple to understand and easy to implement.  
If it becomes too complex or arduous, it will not work.

1. Clearly establish maintenance boundaries and
expectations between the different organisations
and agencies managing the creek.

2. Allow decomposition & nutrient cycling. Retain
fallen timber and leaf litter to enhance soil and
biodiversity. Retaining rather than removing lawn
cuttings noticeably increases soil matter, nutrients
and soil animals.

3. Use plant regeneration and succession to provide
new growth. Change management practices to
allow plants to grow from fallen seeds.

4. Avoid unnecessary disturbances to habitat
plantings.

5. Utilise disturbances such as mowing or fire to
maintain plant communities and biodiversity. For
example we may need to disturb the process of
succession with burning or mowing to ensure that
trees do not shade out the grasslands, and thus
retain more biodiversity. Although individual burn
events may stimulate germination of trees, burning
at regular intervals will limit tree growth and
maintain a grassland community. (Montgomery
Park)

6. Undertake effective, targeted and coordinated
weed management across the entire creek
corridor.

7. Implement ecological turf management practices
on all sports grounds.
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Component 03 - Shared User Path

Component 32 - Resting Place

LINEAR PARK COMPONENTS

Component 10 - Low Level Water Crossing

Component 40 - Energy Production

Component 04 - Trail

Component 33 - Gathering Space

Component 11 - Path Bridges

Component 41 - Lighting

Component 05 - Track

Component 34 - Play Spaces

Component 12 - Roadway Underpass

Component 06 - Path Intersection

Component 35 - Community Gardens

Component 13 - Wildlife Underpass

Component 07 - Park Entry 

Component 36 - Sports Grounds

Component 15 - Upgraded Road Bridge

Component 37 - Sporting & Recreation

Component 21 - Grassland

Component 38 - Carparking

Component 23 - Agricultural Planting

F.13 LINEAR PARK VISION

MOONEE PONDS CREEK LINEAR PARK

In combination with significant water management 
tools outlined in the Water Investigation, the time has 
come to realise the full potential of the Moonee Ponds 
Creek corridor as a major linear park.

   Linear Park | 283282 | Chain of Ponds




