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View of Fleming Park from Victoria Street with the grandstand in the far distance.  

 

Historical Context 

Fleming Park is one of several parks in Moreland created during the early part of the 

twentieth century following pressure from residents’ associations for the provision of 

open space. At their first Annual General Meeting in 1905 the Brunswick Town 

Association expressed the opinion that the formation of playgrounds and garden plots 

in various parts of the town and the planting of trees in the streets ought to be taken up 

with enthusiasm (Brunswick Green 2005). 

 



The first park to be formed was Brunswick Park following the identification of a 13-

acre site in West Brunswick in 1905. Brunswick Park was officially opened on 5 

October 1907. In East Brunswick, the East Brunswick Progressive Association 

(formed in 1906) touched upon the urgent necessity for a recreation reserve. As 

reported in The Brunswick Medium (24 November 1906), the Association noted, 

‘…every dry paddock in the east as well as the west was being cut up for building 

purposes, so that there was no time to be lost…’ 

 

Two park areas resulted from this early pressure, Methven Park, once the Jarvie Street 

tip, and Fleming Park where, in August 1907, Brunswick Council agreed to purchase 

five acres of land between Albert and Victoria Streets. A short history of Fleming 

Park is given below. 

 

History 

Fleming Park, facing Albert Street in East Brunswick, had previously been privately 

owned land, and was acquired by the Brunswick City Council in c.1913. It was used 

as the Council’s stone-crushing works and was subsequently used as a local tip. The 

reserve was named after former Brunswick City Councillor John Wood Fleming, who 

served on the Council’s public works committee and resigned in 1902 (Brunswick 

Green 2005). The park layout was designed in 1914 by Council surveyor Mr Smith. 

Local efforts were made to secure funds for the realisation of the plan, and laying 

down of the various sports areas, including tennis court, bowling green and croquet 

lawn (ref 1914). 

 

 
 
The MMBW Detail Plan No. 1878, dated 1905, shows the large quarry hole extending across 

the area that would become Fleming Park (source: SLV). 

 

The site was developed from around 1917, with two additional men put to work at the 

site that year. By 1918 the former quarry area had been filled in and resurfaced, and 

sown with grass. A photograph taken in May 1918 shows a group of well-dressed 

men, presumably the councillors and staff of the Brunswick City Council, inspecting 

the site (see below). The Bowling Club was established in 1917, and by 1918 the site 

for the club had been enclosed with a cyclone wire fence and a rose tree hedge had 

been planted along the front. Fleming Park was officially opened to the public in 

1919. The new Bowling Club was also officially opened that year (Australasian, 1 

February 1919: 23). 



 

 
 
Inspecting the new ground, Fleming Park, 28 May 1918 (source: Moreland City Libraries 

local history collection) 

 

Fleming Park was developed as a local recreation reserve with a number of sporting 

facilities, including an oval for football, cricket and cycling; a tennis court; and a 

bowling green, as well as passive recreational facilities including walking paths and 

gardens. A proposal to erect a band rotunda was agreed by the Council in 1921; this 

was to be a memorial to the local men from East Brunswick who had died serving in 

the Great War (Age, 19 September 1921: 7). A children’s playground was opened in 

1924, with swings, slides and ‘giant strides’ (Argus, 4 November 1923: 9). Public 

conveniences had been erected but the ground remained unsewered in 1926, which 

was a cause for public complaint (Age, 14 January 1926: 13). 

 

 
 
A children’s playground was opened at Fleming Park in 1924 (source: Argus, 4 November 

1924: 9) 

 

A grandstand was erected in 1937 and opened by the mayor (Age, 29 June 1937:18) 

and a community centre was erected in c.1930s-40s. The local council also ran a 

nursery at the ground. (Brunswick Green 2005) 

 



 
 
An aerial photograph of 1945 reveals the original layout of Fleming Park, with serpentine 

paths laid out adjacent to the sports oval. The tennis court is in the top north-east corner, the 

bowling club in the north-west corner. The grandstand sits in the south-east corner (source: 

Melbourne 1945 website) 

 

Since 1945 there have been changes to the layout of the park as well as more recent 

additions to the park’s facilities. The sporting oval has been increased in size 

expanding westwards and in the process removing part of the early path layout and 

associated tree planting. The council plant nursery has gone along with the band 

rotunda and early playground equipment, and the croquet lawn has been replaced with 

bocce courts (the Brunswick East Bocce Association). The bowling club facilities 

have developed considerably, and additional phases of tree planting have occurred 

throughout the park area, most notably in the north-east corner on the site of the 

former tennis courts. A new play area, recently constructed, occupies the south-east 

corner of the site.  

 

Description & Integrity 

Fleming Park is located on the north side of Albert Street in East Brunswick and is a 

well-used, mixed use local park of 2.8 hectares. It has frontages to three streets, 

Albert, Victoria and Cross streets, and is surrounded on three sides by residential 

housing and on the west side by low rise commercial properties on Cross Street.  

 

A sporting oval is a central feature of the park. It is delineated by a single metal 

railing and pedestrian footpath. Two lightweight coaching shelters are located inside 

the railing on the southern side close to the spectator stand. Known as the Sir Vivian 

Adams Pavilion, the spectator stand is a timber structure, clad in fibreboard sheeting 

with a skillion roof supported on steel posts. Tiered wooden seating sits above rooms 

beneath and an older style wooden name plate hangs at the centre of the stand’s roof 

eave. Some of the physical fabric may date from the grandstand built at Fleming Park 

in this location in 1937, and other elements are subsequent accretions reflecting the 

stand’s repair and modifications over time. Currently the amenity of the spectator 

stand is compromised, being fenced off and in poor physical condition.  



 

Behind the spectator stand in the south-east corner, is a new play and bbq area (under 

construction at the time of this site survey).  

 

Located at the Albert and Cross street corner of the park is the Clarrie Wohlers Senior 

Citizens Centre; a single-storey cream brick building with low pitched metal-clad 

roof. The Senior Citizens Centre may have replaced or incorporated an earlier 

building with a slightly smaller footprint that was in this location by 1945. 

 

The northern part of the park along the Victoria Street boundary contains buildings 

and greens for specific organised recreation activities. The Brunswick Bowling Club 

(BBC) occupies the north-eastern section of the park on Victoria Street. It has two 

bowling greens surrounded by fencing and seating with a mid-twentieth century 

cream brick club house on the southern side of the greens. This cream brick club 

house has been extended on both sides and more recently at the rear, which houses a 

number of club rooms.  

 

The area to the south of the BBC was until recently used as a council plant nursery 

and is now a large hard standing area used for car parking.  

 

Directly east of the BBC, on Victoria Street, is the single-storey face brick and tile 

gable roofed Fleming Park Community Hall, dating from c.1919. It has timber Arts 

and Crafts-style detailing, and a symmetrical, rendered masonry façade and parapet 

addresses the Victoria Street frontage. The west facing verandah, contained beneath 

the roof plane, forms the boundary of the main bowling green. An east facing 

verandah overlooks the Brunswick East Bocce Association courts. The c.1919 

Community Hall appears to have been extended at the southern (park) end of the 

building.  

 

East of the BBC is the Brunswick East Bocce Association club house and green. The 

club house, set behind the green, is a weatherboard structure with terracotta tile hip 

roof. A verandah on the north façade is a more recent addition.  

 

To the east of the Bocce Association was the original tennis court. The tennis court 

has been replaced by an area for passive recreation, which consists of an expanse of 

lawn shaded by mainly native tree specimen planting dating from the 1970-80s. The 

main species include Lemon-Scented Gum, Spotted Gum, Ironbark and Paperbark.  

 

Older trees planted through the twentieth century extend the length of the southern 

boundary zone. This planting is dominated by Elms, but also includes a Bhutan 

Cypress and an impressive Sugar Gum. Elsewhere in the Park, mature plantings 

include a Canary Island Date Palm, a London Plane and several conifers. Later 

planting includes individual conifers scattered through the park 

 

There have been a number of changes to the layout of the park since its inception. The 

oval area has been extended westwards resulting in the removal of a former path and 

associated tree planting. As previously stated, the removal of the tennis courts has led 

to the development of a more formal area with specimen plantings of predominantly 

native trees. The former plant nursery has closed, although this was a later addition to 

the park, and the bowling club has continued to develop with built additions and an 



extended bowling green on the Cross Street boundary. This extension resulted in 

removal of a number of early boundary trees as shown on the 1945 aerial photograph. 

The Bocce Association courts now occupy a third bowling green which replaced the 

original croquet lawn.  

 

Despite the changes Fleming Park still retains the main characteristics of the original 

layout with surviving tree planting and continuing recreational uses first established in 

the early twentieth century. The more open green and treed character of the park to 

the Albert Street frontage and part of the Cross Street frontage and concentration of 

buildings and built features along the north (Victoria Street) boundary are a consistent 

characteristic of the park.  

 

 
The senior citizens centre building at the corner 

of Albert and Cross Streets. 

 
Entrance to the park framed by mature Elm trees. 

 
Original Elm tree planting on the Albert Road 

boundary with old style Brunswick City Council 

(BCC) park seat. 

 
The site of the former plant nursery with part of 

the Bowling Club complex (modern section) 

visible in the background. 

 

 



 
Entrance to the Fleming Park Community Hall on 

Victoria Street. 

 
The main bowling green with the Community Hall 

in the background. 

 
Native tree planting on the site of the former 

tennis courts. 

 
The wide expanse of the football and cricket oval. 

 
The Sir Vivian Adams Pavilion. 

 
The stand is currently fenced off due to its poor 

condition. 

 
Original planting along Albert Street 

 
Mature Elm trees shading the play area. 



Comparative Analysis 

There are other public parks in Brunswick included in the Heritage Overlay that 

provide evidence of similar themes associated with the creation of public parks in 

Brunswick during the early twentieth century, as Fleming Park. The most closely 

comparable are Brunswick Park (HO184) and nearby Methven Park (part of HO113). 

All three parks were set aside for public recreation early in the twentieth century, 

from c.1905 and into the 1910s, and contribute significantly to the heritage character 

and amenity of their local neighbourhoods.  

 

Brunswick Park (HO184) is a suburban reserve in West Brunswick consisting of a 

passive recreational park, and structured sporting areas. Established in 1907 the park 

included a playing field for football with a grandstand, as well as a croquet lawn and 

formal park area and later a bandstand (c1920) and bowling green (1926). The main 

structural plantings include English Elm (Ulmus procera), Desert Ash (Fraxinus 

oxycarpa), English Oak (Quercus robur) and Canary Island Date Palm (Phoenix 

canariensis).  

 

Statement of Significance 

Brunswick Park is of local interest as the first park in the Brunswick area created to 

meet the leisure needs of the community. Other parks were the result of landfill 

operations, and were essentially by-products of quarrying activities. The park also 

has long associations with a number of local sporting groups, forming part of the 

cultural heritage of the local community.   

 

Fleming Park shares a number of attributes with Brunswick Park and in many ways, 

represents the equivalent, early park reserve for sporting and passive recreational use 

in the eastern part of Brunswick. Although built over different land uses, common 

features include their early establishment through public pressure and council support; 

the survival of a sporting oval and spectator stand; formal recreational facilities 

including the bowling greens’ and play areas, as well as areas set aside for informal 

passive recreation. The two parks also share a similar pattern of early tree planting 

including the original English Elms (Ulumus procera) along the pathways and 

boundaries.  

 

Methven Park (part of) HO113, is a rectangular park surrounded by housing to the 

south, east and west and light industry to the north. The area was originally a quarry, 

then a tip before being filled in to form the park in the early part of the twentieth 

century as part of the residential subdivision of the area. The park contains a number 

of mature avenue trees (Ulmus procera) and specimen trees (Phoenix canariensis & 

Platanus x acerifolia) set in lawn. Methven Park does not include areas for active 

recreation. 

 

Statement of Significance 

Methven Park is of local significance as one of the earliest public parks in the 

Brunswick area. It retains much of its original character, with only minor modern 

accretions. It is linked to the original surrounding subdivision and contributes 

significantly to the heritage character and amenity of the local neighbourhood. 

 

Fleming Park was created in a similar fashion to Methven Park being established 

during the same period on a former quarry and council tip. Other shared attributes 



include the planting of mature English Elm (Ulmus procera) and other specimen trees 

such as London Plane (Platanus x acerifolia) and Canary Island Date Palm (Phoenix 

canariensis) and the simple gravel path network. 

Assessment Against Criteria 

 

Criteria referred to in Practice Note 1: Applying the Heritage Overlay, Department of 

Planning and Community Development, revised July 2015, modified for the local 

context. 

 

CRITERION A: Importance to the course or pattern of the City of Moreland's 

cultural or natural history (historical significance). 

 

Fleming Park is significant as one of the earliest parks created in Brunswick in the 

early part of the twentieth century following pressure from residents’ associations for 

public open space. The earliest park to be set aside was Brunswick Park, in West 

Brunswick, in 1905. Community pressure for similar provision of open space in East 

Brunswick contributed to a decision by Council in 1907 on the purchase of land that 

would become Fleming and Methven parks. Land for Fleming Park was acquired in 

1913, development commenced in 1917, and Fleming Park (and the Bowling Club) 

officially opened in 1919. Fleming Park, like Methven Park and other parks in 

Brunswick, exemplifies a pattern of park-making in Brunswick on land with layers of 

previous uses; for farming, then quarrying, then a tip (land fill) before being 

transformed into open space in the early part of the twentieth century. 

 

With long associations with local sporting groups and local communities who use the 

park in many ways, Fleming Park forms part of the cultural heritage of the local 

community, and contributes significantly to the heritage character and amenity of the 

local neighbourhood 

 

Fleming Park remains as important evidence of the proactive lead of early local 

resident associations and the town council in the drive to create public open space for 

Brunswick.   

 

CRITERION B: Possession of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the City of 

Moreland's cultural or natural history (rarity). 

 

N/A 

 

CRITERION C: Potential to yield information that will contribute to an 

understanding of the City of Moreland's cultural or natural history (research 

potential). 

 

N/A 

 

CRITERION D: Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class 

of cultural or natural places or environments (representativeness). 

 

Fleming Park is representative of the planning and layout of early twentieth century 

parks in Brunswick with the intent of providing for a mix of active and passive 



recreational uses. With other significant parks created in Brunswick during the same 

period, including Brunswick Park and Methven Park, Fleming Park retains the 

signature features of these early parks – playing field, space for sporting clubs, garden 

areas, and elm planting. 

 

Aesthetically, the mature trees that define the boundary of the park and help enclose 

the open recreation areas are integral features of the park’s historic landscape 

character, which is enhanced by later phases of planting of introduced deciduous and 

evergreen trees and native Australian trees. Important mature trees include the large 

English Elms, London Plane, Sugar Gum and Canary Island Date Palm. 

 

CRITERION E: Importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics 

(aesthetic significance). 

 

N/A 

 

CRITERION F: Importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical 

achievement at a particular period (technical significance). 

 

N/A 

 

CRITERION G: Strong or special association with a particular community or 

cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. This includes the significance 

of a place to Indigenous peoples as part of their continuing and developing cultural 

traditions (social significance). 

 

Not assessed. As a well-used local community park for a range of long-standing and 

continuing active and passive recreational purposes, Fleming Park has potential to be 

significant for social and/or cultural reasons. 

 

CRITERION H: Special association with the life or works of a person, or group of 

persons, of importance in the City of Moreland's history (associative significance). 

 

N/A 

 

Statement of Significance 

 

What is Significant? 

Fleming Park at 47-51 Albert Street, Brunswick East, is significant. The land for 

Fleming Park was acquired by Brunswick City Council in 1913 and, from 1917, 

development of the park began on the site that was previously used by Council as a 

stone-crushing quarry and then a tip. Fleming Park officially opened in 1919. Fleming 

Park is a large, more-or-less rectangular park with frontages to surrounding streets 

(Albert, Victoria and Cross streets). It comprises a number of sporting and other 

facilities established during the park’s early development, including: the Brunswick 

Bowling Club (opened 1919), the oval and spectator stand, community facilities (the 

c.1919 Community Hall and senior citizens centre), a children’s playground; as well 

as areas for passive recreation, and mature tree planting. The reserve was named after 



a former Brunswick City Councillor, John Wood Fleming, who served on the 

Council’s public works committee and resigned in 1902.  

 

The following aspects of Fleming Park are significant: 

 Use of the park for a range of active and passive recreational purposes 

 The boundary alignment of the park, layout of the oval and surviving paths.  

 The stone wall along the southern boundary on Albert Street, the low rock 

edging along the Cross Street boundary, and stone walling of mixed heights 

along the Victoria Street boundary. 

 The mature trees along the southern, Albert Street boundary and in the 

southern part of the park including 18 English Elm (Ulmus procera), one 

Sugar Gum (Eucalyptus cladocalyx), one Bhutan Cypress (Cupressus 

torulosa), and one Canary Island Date Palm (Phoenix canariensis) on northern 

side of the oval. 

 Fleming Park Community Hall, c.1919.  

 The original section of the Brunswick East Bocce Association club house.  

 The Brunswick Bowling Club building, core structure (not subsequent 

additions, including the Moreland Lacrosse Club building at the rear).  

 The original bowling green to the west of the Community Hall as shown on 

the 1945 aerial photograph.  

 The Sir Vivian Adams Pavilion, dating from 1937. 

 The older style Brunswick City Council park seats.  

Recent buildings, and additions and alterations to the early- to mid-twentieth century 

buildings, are not significant.  

 

How is it significant? 

Fleming Park is of local historic and aesthetic significance to the City of Moreland. 

 

Why is it significant? 

Fleming Park is historically significant as one of the earliest parks created in 

Brunswick during the early part of the twentieth century following pressure from 

residents’ associations for public open space. The earliest park to be set aside was 

Brunswick Park, in West Brunswick, in 1905. Community pressure for similar 

provision of open space in East Brunswick contributed to a decision by Council in 

1907 on the purchase of land that would become Fleming and Methven parks. Land 

for Fleming Park was acquired in 1913, development commenced in 1917, and 

Fleming Park (and the Bowling Club) officially opened in 1919. (Criterion A) 

 

Fleming Park, like Methven Park and other parks in Brunswick, exemplifies a pattern 

of park-making in Brunswick on land with layers of previous uses; for farming, then 

quarrying, then a tip (land fill) before being transformed into open space in the early 

part of the twentieth century. (Criterion A) 

 

With long associations with local sporting groups and local communities who use the 

park in many ways, Fleming Park forms part of the cultural heritage of the local 

community, and contributes significantly to the heritage character and amenity of the 

local neighbourhood. (Criterion A) 

 



Fleming Park remains as important evidence of the proactive lead of early local 

resident associations and the town council in the drive to create public open space for 

Brunswick. (Criterion A) 

 

Fleming Park is representative of the planning and layout of early parks in Brunswick 

in the early twentieth century for a mix of active and passive recreational uses. With 

other significant parks created in Brunswick during the same period, including 

Brunswick Park and Methven Park, Fleming Park retains the signature features of 

these early parks – playing field, space for sporting clubs, garden areas, and elm 

planting. (Criterion D) 

 

Aesthetically, the mature trees that define the boundary of the park and help enclose 

the open recreation areas are integral features of the park’s historic landscape 

character, which is enhanced by later phases of planting of introduced deciduous and 

evergreen trees and native Australian trees. Important mature trees include the large 

English Elms, London Plane, Sugar Gum and Canary Island Date Palm. (Criterion D) 

 

Draft Recommendations  

 Future masterplan or management plans should seek to enhance the heritage 

character of the area through appropriate detailing of hard landscape features and 

policies for the management of plants.  

 Maintain the present layout and proportion of formal play areas to informal open 

space.  

 Retain the original boundary alignments and significant stone boundary walls. 

 Retain the exotic and deciduous composition of trees that define the early 

development of Fleming Park. 

 Prepare guidelines for the maintenance of trees and appropriate replacement 

strategies. When required replant with ‘like for like’ where practicable, or replant 

with alternative species with a similar shape, form and character. These guidelines 

would include contingencies for Elm tree management or replacement if Dutch 

Elm disease becomes established in Australia.  

 Seek opportunities for interpreting the history and significance of the park when 

considering introducing new facilities into the park. 

 Maintain the significance of the Sir Vivian Adams spectator stand through 

appropriate restoration, upgrade and maintenance and reinstatement of use. 

 

  



Current Planning Scheme Provisions  

 

Fleming Park is zoned Public Park & Recreation (PPRZ) and is surrounded by 

Neighbourhood Residential (NRZ) on 3 sides. The park faces a Commercial Zone 

(C2Z) across Cross Street and Mixed Use Zones on the north-west and south-east 

corners.   

 
 
Planning Scheme Zone Map 

 

There are no heritage overlays immediately surrounding the park. A Design and 

Development Overlay covers the properties in the Commercial Zone along Cross 

Street.   

 
 
Planning Scheme Overlay Map 

  



Planning Control Recommendations  

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Moreland 

Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 

 

Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 

Moreland Planning Scheme: 

 

External Paint Colours  

Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

No 

Internal Alteration Controls  

Is a permit required for internal alterations?  

No 

 

Tree Controls  

Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

Yes 

Victorian Heritage Register 

Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage 

Register? 

No 

Incorporated Plan  

Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  

Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt 

from notice and review?  

Yes 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which 

would otherwise be prohibited?  

No 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 

Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is 

subject to the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act 2006? 

No 

 

 

Identified By 

Context Pty Ltd 
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