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Locality History 

The suburb of West Brunswick forms the western section of the former City of 

Brunswick. It is bounded on the north by Moreland Road, on the east by Grantham 

Street and Pearson Street, and on the west by the Moonee Ponds Creek (now the 



Tullarmarine Freeway), which formed the western limit of the former City of 

Brunswick. The incline formed by the valley of the Moonee Ponds Creek provides 

this area of West Brunswick with dramatic relief from an otherwise relatively flat 

landscape.  

Settlement was more scattered in the western part of Brunswick, with farming 

properties and, later, industrial sites occupying large areas. A rare surviving villa from 

the early 1850s is ‘Whitby House’ at 28 Whitby Street (VHR H0546). Parts of West 

Brunswick, such as the Melville Manor estate, were subdivided for speculative 

housing in the 1880s, but not as extensively as in Brunswick proper. Likewise, many 

new house blocks were left vacant when economic depression hit in 1891.  

One response by the Victorian Government to the 1890s depression was to provide 

working folk with greater opportunities to settle and establish a livelihood. In West 

Brunswick, the Brunswick Land Purchase Act 1900 enabled the purchase of the 

Hopetoun Estate (later known as the Brunswick Estate) of 91 acres (37.5 hectares) 

under the ‘Closer Settlement Scheme’. The land was subdivided into fifty-six 

allotments of between one and two acres, which were made available to ‘working 

men’ on a lease purchase arrangement. The Brunswick Estate was the first Closer 

Settlement scheme in metropolitan Melbourne (Historica 2010:72-3).  

By the early 1900s, as the local economy recovered, residential development was 

encouraged in the area and many streets are lined with the Edwardian and Federation 

homes from this period. There was extensive housing development in West 

Brunswick after the First World War, with large areas taken up with timber 

Californian Bungalows and other interwar house styles. Three state school opened in 

West Brunswick in the 1920s to accommodate the growing population. The electric 

tram from the city to Coburg, which travelled along Melville Road, commenced in 

1925 and this greatly encouraged this suburban development. A post office had 

opened in West Brunswick in 1913, and there was commercial development along 

Grantham Street and Melville Street. Local industries also prospered in the area, 

including textiles and light manufacturing. 

Much of the interwar housing, which was predominantly made up of Californian 

Bungalows, was financed by the State Savings Bank of Victoria, which provided a 

generous credit scheme for those building their own homes. Another economical and 

novel method of construction in the 1920s was the use of reinforced concrete, and 

several examples of concrete houses survive in West Brunswick. During the 1930s, 

builders also started erecting homes in brick veneer, and the Spanish Mission style 

became popular along elevated allotments in Brunswick Road, Brunswick West 

(Historica 2010:75-76). The area continued to be attractive to those looking for an 

affordable suburban home, with the later subdivisions of the interwar period providing 

larger house blocks than those in Brunswick proper. In the early 1940s, the Housing 

Commission of Victoria erected a group of detached housing in West Brunswick for 

low-income earners. Parts of the former Closer Settlement area were developed at 

Moonee Vale in the postwar period. 

 

History 

Grantham Street in West Brunswick was gazetted in the early 1880s, but remained 

sparsely developed in the early 1900s (Mercury and Weekly Courier, 27 January 

1883: 2; MMBW 1905). The land at 22 Grantham Street, with a frontage of 43 feet, 



was purchased by Florence Younger in 1912 and a 5-roomed timber house was 

constructed that year. The Melbourne & Metropolitan Board of Works detail plan of 

1917 shows a wooden house on the site (MMBW 1917). The modest house was built 

in the Edwardian style, with window bracket to the front bay window and timber 

fretwork to the front verandah. During the 1910s there was also a stable located on the 

property. (RB 1915, 1921). 

Younger lived there for a few years before selling to Walter Gaston, a blacksmith and 

implement maker, in c.1917. Walter and his wife Alice had moved to Melbourne from 

the Wimmera; they remained there as owner–occupiers until at least 1970. (RB 1912-

1971/72; SM 1930-1974).  

The house was originally numbered 26 until street numbers were changed in c.1927 

when it became number 22 Grantham Street (RB 1914, 1927, 1928). 
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Description & Integrity 

This Edwardian style single story weatherboard bungalow is located on the east side 

of Grantham Street, Brunswick West.  It has an almost pyramidal hipped roof, clad in 

corrugated iron, with a gablet at the peak that features a decorative timber bargeboard. 

The symmetrical facade has a central panelled door with arched window and 

sidelights and highlights and two sets of tall double hung sash windows to either side. 

The original bullnose verandah is supported by timber posts and Art Nouveau style 

decorative timber frieze with stylised leaf and floral motifs and triangular brackets 

with sinuous lines. There are also timber eaves brackets separated by shaped timber 

mouldings above the verandah, and two tall heavily corbelled brick and render 

chimneys topped with terracotta pots. 

The house is highly intact. 

 



Comparative Analysis 

This house is a representative example of an Edwardian timber bungalow. While the 

form and detailing is typical of the style, however, the house is notable for the high 

degree of intactness and especially for the original timber verandah detailing. Whilst 

the use of cast iron verandah decoration lingered into the early 1900s, the start of the 

Federation period marked a decline in the use of cast iron for structural and 

ornamental components of verandahs and an increase in wood for these components. 

According to Apperly et al (1994:108) 

The use of steam and, later, electricity to operate tools such as bandsaw, the jigsaw 

and the lathe made it possible for pieces of wood of many shapes and sizes to be made 

quickly, easily relatively cheaply, and in large quantities. 

Comparable examples of Edwardian houses with timber verandah detailing in the City 

of Moreland include: 

- House, 275 Albion Street, Brunswick (HO257). The verandah at this house features 

a ‘ladder’ frieze composed of straight timber sticks and narrow panels with Art 

Nouveau motifs. 

- Closer Settlement House, 6 Allard Street, Brunswick West (HO263). The verandah 

at this house features a ‘ladder’ frieze composed of timber sticks with ‘wavy’ profiles 

and is also distinguished by a central gablet with elaborate bargeboards. 

- Chewton, 27 Carnarvon Street, Brunswick (HO283). This has a simple ‘ladder’ 

frieze with carved brackets. 

- Closer Settlement House, 47 Cumming Street, Brunswick West (HO54). This has an 

elaborate timber screen and balustrade forming arched openings. 

- House, 87 Garnet Street, Brunswick (HO302). The verandah has an arched ‘ladder’ 

frieze. 

- House, 160 Hope Street, Brunswick (HO95). This has a shallow ‘ladder’ frieze, with 

alternating sticks with a circle or simplified Art Nouveau motifs. 

The verandah detailing at 22 Grantham Street compares favourably with the above 

examples, most of which are variations on the ‘ladder’ frieze, which is one of the 

most common types used for Federation and Edwardian verandahs. The verandah at 

22 Grantham Street is notable for the distinctive Art Nouveau details and patterning, 

which are not found at the examples cited above. 

The Art Nouveau style emerged in France the late nineteenth century and was 

fashionable from about 1890 to World War I. A reaction against the precise geometry 

of Neoclassical forms, Art Nouveau was in favour in applying artistic designs to 

everyday objects and employed flat, decorative elements that could be used in all art 

forms. Intricate curvilinear patterns of sinuous asymmetrical lines, often inspired by 

floral and plant forms are typical of the style, and typical decorative elements include 

leaf and tendril motifs.  

The influence of the Art Nouveau style is evident in the details in this verandah, 

particularly the stylised leaf and flower motifs within the frieze, and the sinous lines 

in the triangular brackets. The effect of the detailing is enhanced by its slightly 

exaggerated scale and the spacing between the elements. 

 



Statement of Significance 

 

What is Significant? 

The house, constructed by 1912, at 22 Grantham Street, Brunswick West is 

significant. This Edwardian style single story weatherboard has an almost pyramidal 

hipped roof, clad in corrugated iron, with a gablet at the peak that features decorative 

timber bargeboards. The symmetrical facade has a central panelled door with arched 

window and sidelights and highlights and two sets of tall double hung sash windows 

to either side. The original bullnose verandah is supported by timber posts and Art 

Nouveau style decorative timber frieze with stylised leaf and floral motifs and 

triangular brackets with sinuous lines. There are also timber eaves brackets separated 

by shaped timber mouldings above the verandah, and two tall heavily corbelled brick 

and render chimneys topped with terracotta pots. 

Non original alterations and additions are not significant. 

 

How is it significant? 

The house is of local aesthetic significance to the City of Moreland. 

 

Why is it significant? 

The house is significant as a representative example of an Edwardian timber 

bungalow, which is notable for its high degree of intactness. While the form and 

detailing is typical, it is also notable for the decorative timber detailing to the 

verandah, which demonstrates the influence of the Art Nouveau style. This is 

particularly evident in the stylised leaf and flower motifs within the frieze, and the 

sinuous lines in the triangular brackets. The effect of the detailing is enhanced by the 

slightly exaggerated scale and the spacing between the elements. (Criteria D & E) 

 

Planning Control Recommendations 

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Moreland 

Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 

Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 

Moreland Planning Scheme: 

 

External Paint Colours  

Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

Yes 

Internal Alteration Controls  

Is a permit required for internal alterations?  

No 

 

Tree Controls  

Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

No 

Victorian Heritage Register No 



Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage 

Register? 

Incorporated Plan  

Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  

Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt 

from notice and review?  

No 

 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which 

would otherwise be prohibited?  

No 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 

Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is 

subject to the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act 2006? 

No 

 


