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Locality History 

The suburb of East Brunswick formed part of the former City of Brunswick. It is 

bounded on the north by Moreland Road, on the east by Lygon Street and on the west 

by the Merri Creek, which formed the eastern limit of the former City of Brunswick. 

The creek attracted settlers who took up farming.  Quarrying was an early industry in 

the area, with Wales’ bluestone quarry (City of Moreland HO2) established near the 

Merri Creek in the 1860s. Other quarries followed and clay pits were also established. 

Following the pattern of development in Brunswick proper, there was extensive 

subdivision of land in East Brunswick for residential development in the 1880s. There 

was a larger proportion of detached housing in East Brunswick than Brunswick 



proper, particularly from the Edwardian period, reflecting a major period of 

development in the suburb. With suburban growth came the demand for the provision 

of public space and Fleming Park was developed on an abandoned quarry site in 

1917–18. The electric tram along Lygon Street commenced in 1916 to service 

workers in the growing area. The textile industry thrived in East Brunswick, with 

Prestige Hosiery established in 1922.  

 

Settled slightly later than Brunswick proper, some large estates survived longer into 

the twentieth century. The Sumner property, ‘Stony Park’ (built c.1860s) on the west 

bank of the Merri Creek, was subdivided in 1924 and was developed as an extensive 

interwar housing estate (Sumner Estate, HO238). A large number of war service 

homes were also built in several streets off Stewart Street, East Brunswick, in the 

early 1920s (Historica 2010) 

 

Historical Context 

During the early twentieth century, the introduction of duties on imported goods had 

led to a boom in local manufacturing, and by 1930 there were 300 factories in 

Brunswick employing over 6000 workers (Historica 2010:32). In the latter half of the 

1920s, thousands of local residents worked in textile manufacturing. Textile industries 

were not new in the suburb. Firms such as the Henderson Shirt Factory in Brunswick 

Road, the Lattner Hat Factory at 20 Dawson Street (now occupied by the Victoria 

Police Road Safety Task Force), Stephens & Co. clothing factory in Grey Street and 

Hodgson Street, H.H. Mann (Peerless) Silk Mills in Manallak Street, the Lane Shirt 

Factory in Union Street, and the Olsen Clothing Factory in Victoria Street were just 

some of the businesses operating from the late nineteenth century and early years of 

the twentieth century (p. 104). The two largest textile mills were Prestige and 

Holeproof. By the end of the 1930s, Brunswick and Coburg had become the centre of 

the Australian hosiery industry and the district maintained this position for over thirty 

years (Historica 2010:105). 

 

According to the Northern Suburbs Factory Study, there were 63 clothing and textile 

factories in Brunswick in 1930 (Vines & Churchward 1992:72). In 1930 in total, there 

were approximately 300 factories employing 6000 workers in Brunswick (Trioli 

1994:127). The 1933 Census indicated that 6772 out of a total 26,011 male workers 

were employed in the manufacturing industry in Brunswick. By comparison, there 

were 4495 females employed in the manufacturing industry out of a total of 28,337 

(Census of the Commonwealth of Australia, 1933:220-221 & 226-227). 

 

History 

In April 1921, Atlas Knitting and Spinning Mills began producing hosiery from 

premises at 153 Weston Street, Brunswick (Foletta 1975:85). The business soon 

outgrew the factory and consequently, a new factory at Donald Street was built 

(Foletta 1975:99). The brick factory complex at 159-165 Donald Street, Brunswick 

East, was built in c.1922 for Prestige Limited on 6 acres of land purchased in 

December 1921 for £1070 (Foletta 1975:99; RB 1922, 1923). The land, close to the 

Merri Creek and sloping down towards Moreland Road, had previously been used as a 

quarry (RB 1920, 1922).  

 

Prestige Limited was the public company of Atlas Knitting and Spinning Mills which 

established in Brunswick in 1920 (Foletta 1975:75 & 85; Trioli 1994:127). Both Atlas 



and Prestige Limited are listed as owners of the Donald Street property between 1922 

and 1925 (RB). George Foletta and Andrew Gray Staley were instrumental in 

establishing the Prestige textile mills. Staley, however, left the company in 1929 and 

started a competitive business, Holeproof Industries (Trioli 1994:128). Prestige’s 

hosiery business boomed during the 1920s (Barnes, 1987:51). By 1927 they had 

secured their place in the Australian market and were exporting to New Zealand 

(Foletta 1975:141). 

 

Johnson Bros. Pty. Ltd were silk throwers (known as ‘throwsters’) owned by Prestige 

Limited and their business started in 1925 when Prestige built them a mill on their 

land in Donald Street (Age, 2 October 1950:5; Foletta 1975:135). From 1930, both 

Prestige Ltd. and Johnson Bros. Pty. Ltd. were listed at the Donald Street address 

(S&Mc 1930; RB 1935-37, 1940 & 1950; Vines & Churchward, 1992:33).  

The silk throwing industry employed local people in the industry where silk products 

were previously imported from overseas (Age, 17 September 1932:19). Johnson Bros. 

enabled Prestige to achieve leadership with circular hosiery (Foletta 1975:135). 

 

By the 1930s, Prestige employed 1200 workers, most of whom were women 

(Historica 2010:105; Trioli 1994:129 & 130). Many of these workers were from 

Brunswick and the surrounding suburbs (Sansom, 1994:148). Prestige and their 

competitor, Holeproof provided many women with employment during the 

Depression. Both companies also introduced a variety of social activities for their 

staff providing them with both companionship and security (Trioli 1994: 130-131).  

 

In 1937 the Shepparton Advertiser reported that Prestige had been leaders in the 

Commonwealth’s hosiery manufacturing industry for 15 years. The company then 

employed over 1700 people (Shepparton Advertiser, 10 September 1937:9). As well 

as establishing mills in Shepparton, and as part of the Commonwealth Government’s 

‘decentralisation policy Prestige Limited purchased a factory in Horsham in 1946 and 

another one in Ararat. Their aim for these endeavours was to help ‘build up country 

towns’ (Age, 27 September 1946:7). 

 

The establishment of Prestige in Brunswick marked the beginning of textile works in 

the district and Prestige was one of the largest of the mills (Barnes 1987:51; Historica 

2010:105). ‘Prestige limited was the first company in Australia to enter the fine 

weaving industry’ and they proved to be hard competition for overseas imports, due to 

the outstanding quality of their products (Foletta 1975:141; Shepparton Advertiser, 10 

September 1937:9). Both Atlas and Prestige were managed, staffed and fully financed 

by Australians (Foletta 1975:75). By 1956 Prestige was one of Australia’s leading 

textile companies, due to their acquisition of many subsidiaries (Foletta, 1975; 139). 

In the 1960s, Prestige took over Holeproof Industries Ltd and in 1968 Dunlop 

Australia Ltd. purchased Prestige Limited for 15 million pounds (Worrall, 1996; 

Foletta 1975:143). Dunlop discontinued the Prestige brand in 1978 (Worrall 1996). 

 

The 1978/79 Valuation Register lists the owner rated at 159-165 Donald Street, 

Brunswick East as the Brunswick Development Pty. Ltd. They were also rated for 

numbers 149-151, 153 and 155-157 (RB). 
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Description and Integrity 

The former Prestige textile mill is located on land reclaimed from a former quarry 

between Donald Street to the south, Moreland Road to the north, Clara Street to the 

east and Lincoln street to the west. Several other industrial buildings are in this 

vicinity.  

 

159 Donald Street is the largest of the buildings, occupying approximately three 

quarters of the large site with industrial saw tooth roof structures. Approximately half 

of the building has been converted for an alternative manufacturing use and the roof 

has been rebuilt as a shallow gable, removing the south facing clerestorey windows. 

The remaining part of the building leading down to Moreland Road retains its 

sawtooth roof however the glazing has been removed or concealed and some new 

openings have been made in the side wall.  

 

The façade is an example of austere Classicism with rendered masonry wall with a 

projecting porch and a row of domestically scaled windows. Rendered features 

include pilasters that project above the former parapet level to both the porch and the 

main building. The new roof is visible above the parapet level and appears to have 

been extended over a laneway. Side walls which once would have been red brick have 

been painted. The other side of the driveway to the west of 159 has another large 

factory complex at brick factory 155 Donald Street that is concealed behind a newly 

constructed frontage.  

 



161 Donald Street would have had a similar façade to that of 159 however it has been 

altered by the addition of a first floor and changes to the window openings and 

glazing so is the least intact of the three buildings that make up the complex. 165 has 

a similar façade treatment to the other two buildings and has window glazing changes 

however the entrance doorway appears to be intact. It is separated by a driveway from 

161 where the original red brick is visible, and has a form of saw tooth roof 

construction with south facing skylights.  

 

Comparative Analysis 

The importance of the textile industry in Moreland is demonstrated by several large 

industrial sites, many of which have been converted to other uses. The Lincoln Mills 

in Gaffney Street Coburg are largely demolished but some of the wall visible to the 

right of the photo is part of a large hardware chain store. The former Holeproof mills 

in Dods Street Brunswick (no HO) have been converted to an apartment complex. The 

former Spicers Paper Mills in Moreland Road have been converted although much of 

the pattern of windows remains. The Union Knitting Mills in Munro Street Coburg 

have retained the front building and converted the remainder of the site into multi-

level apartments as is also the current condition of the John Welch factory in Miller 

Street East Brunswick.  

 

. 

 
Lincoln Mills, 82-92 Gaffney Street, Coburg, HO79.  

 

 
Spicers Paper Mills, 1 Moreland Road, Coburg, HO117 

 



 
Union Knitting Mills (former), 37-43 Munro Street, Coburg, HO121(significant 

within Brickworks and Barry Street Precinct) 

 

 
John Welsh Factory, 12-20 Miller Street, East Brunswi8ck. HO114 

 

The former Prestige mills complex comprising the three buildings at 159–165 Donald 

Street represent a major industrial site like several other complexes on the HO. Whilst 

there have been alterations to the buildings and adaptation for new uses, these are no 

more than other complexes such as the Union Mills or the Lincoln Mills (of which a 

fraction remains). The simple facades of the three buildings are consistent in detail 

and the remainder of the site contains more industrial fabric than the examples shown.  

 

Statement of Significance 

 

What is Significant? 

 

The former Prestige Limited textile mill at 159–165 Donald Street, Brunswick East, 

built between 1922 and 1925 and comprising a subsidiary company, Johnson Bros 

silk hosiery manufacturers, is significant.  

 

How is it significant? 

159–165 Donald Street, Brunswick East, is of local historical and aesthetic 

significance to the City of Moreland.  

 

Why is it significant? 

The former Prestige textile mills at 159–165 Donald Street, Brunswick East, built 

c.1922-25, is historically significant as one of the first, and certainly one of the largest 

textile mills in the City of Moreland, where hosiery and clothing manufacturing was a 

major land use during the interwar period. Brunswick and Coburg were the centre of 

the Australian hosiery industry with Prestige and Holeproof providing the largest 

component of this for over thirty years. The former Prestige mill is historically 



significant for the high quality of their products, their export trade and enterprising 

approach up until their takeover by Dunlop Australia in 1968 and the discontinuation 

of the brand in 1978. (Criterion A) 

 

The whole of the site is representative of the textile industry and is historically 

significant, whilst aesthetic significance is retained in the Donald Street facades of the 

three buildings and the views obtained along the driveways in to the site, affording 

views of the factory complex. 

 

Prestige and Johnston Bros. Pty. Ltd, hosiery and silk hosiery manufacturers 

combined operations at the Donald Street mill between 1922 and 1925, and are 

historically significant as a major employer (especially of women) through the 

Depression years. The importance of the textile industry is demonstrated by the 

Commonwealth decentralisation policy that saw textile and clothing mills offered 

incentives to open in many regional centres and country towns during the 1930s-

1950s; with Prestige opening in Shepparton, Horsham and Ararat. (Criterion A) 

 

The former Prestige mill at 159-165 Donald Street, Brunswick East, is an excellent 

example of a large industrial complex that retains a considerable area of industrial 

building, some of which has been adapted for other industries. Unlike many other 

industrial complexes the Prestige mill still retains large areas of the factory under saw 

tooth roofs with characteristic side elevations showing the roof and wall profiles to 

achieve clerestory glazing. (Criterion D) 

 

The former Prestige mill is aesthetically significant for its consistent rendered façade 

with simple detailing across the three buildings. Whilst each one has been altered 

through the insertion of different windows, roof form or an additional floor, the 

austere Interwar classicism remains to connect each building as once part of the same 

business. The site is aesthetically significant for the views down two driveways that it 

affords of the vast expanse of sawtooth roofed building form bordered by masonry 

walls, either in their original unpainted state or painted. (Criterion E) 

 

Planning Control Recommendations 

 

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Moreland 

Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 

 

Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 

Moreland Planning Scheme: 

 

External Paint Colours  

Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

No 

Internal Alteration Controls  

Is a permit required for internal alterations?  

No 

 

Tree Controls  

Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

No 

Victorian Heritage Register 

Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage 

Register? 

No 



Incorporated Plan  

Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

An incorporated plan 

should be prepared for 

the site  

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  

Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt 

from notice and review?  

No 

 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which 

would otherwise be prohibited?  

Yes 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 

Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is 

subject to the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act 2006? 

No 

 

 


