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151A Lygon Street Brunswick East

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR - HI - PS Yes

Architectural Style Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940)

History and Historical Context 

 
Thematic context 

This place is associated with the following theme/s identified by the City of Moreland Thematic History (2010):



 Theme Nine: Shopping and retailing in Moreland 



 Shopping is a necessary part of the daily life of a community and shops give their customers a sense of continuity and 
tradition. They are a very visible attribute of Moreland's streetscapes, particularly the major thoroughfares of Sydney 
Road and Lygon Street. The municipality has a proud and colourful retail heritage that spans from the earliest days of 
settlement - from small stores to specialist shops, banks, markets, emporiums, and shopping malls and plazas. All of these 
retail outlets have grown to meet and create shoppers' needs and are a significant part of Moreland's history and 
heritage, lending character and distinctiveness to its streets (Historica 2010:97).


SHOP
Hermes No 184556 Place Citation Report

02:02 PM24-Nov-2017





 The historic shops built during Moreland's periods of economic prosperity in the late nineteenth century and 1920s and 
1930s continue to line the Sydney Road corridor, many with facades still intact. More intact shops stand on street corners 
tucked away from main thoroughfares, providing clues to former centres of high activity, such as brickyards and other 
industries that once sustained them. There is also the occasional corner milk bar, a fading phenomenon of the 1950s and 
earlier, some still with original shop windows, doors and vestiges of original signage (Historica 2010:103)



 Suburban development of Brunswick 

Brunswick was surveyed in 1839 to provide 16 farming allotments ranging in size from 100 to 300 acres. The allotments 
each had a frontage to either the Moonee Ponds or Merri Creeks and to a north-south track (now Sydney Road). They 
were quickly sold in three auctions, mostly to speculators, and re-subdivision began almost immediately. On the west side 
of Sydney Road James Simpson subdivided his allotment creating Albert (then Carmarthen) and Victoria (then Llandillo) 
streets. When Thomas Wilkinson purchased the allotment on the opposite side of Sydney Road he extended Albert and 
Victoria streets. This pattern was repeated many times, and each time the land was divided into smaller and smaller 
allotments (Context v.1, 1990:10).



The colony of Victoria was expanding rapidly during the 1850s in the wake of the gold rushes and in the twenty years 
between 1846 and 1865 Brunswick's population grew from 146 to 3000 creating a demand for housing. The sequence of 
subdivision generally followed transport and access routes. The opening of the railway to Coburg in 1884 and the cable 
tram along Sydney Road in 1887 providing direct access to the centre of city encouraged the subdivision and 
development of land along these routes. This process accelerated during the 1880s a time of economic prosperity 
accompanied by a boom in land prices and in the twenty years from 1865 to the 1880s the population of Brunswick more 
than tripled to 14,000. Many of the houses built during the boom were cottages and small villas to accommodate the 
growing number of workers employed in the expanding industries. However, all development was brought to a halt by 
the economic depression of the 1890s and many of the new estates offered for sale toward the end of the boom remained 
undeveloped until the early twentieth century (Historica 2010:59-62).



Development recommenced during the early twentieth when houses began to be built on the vacant nineteenth century 
subdivisions. The development was slow at first, but another boom followed World War I. In 1905 the population had 
reached 24,000 and by 1928 it had more than doubled to 55,799 (Barnes 1987:64). The rapid growth of Brunswick during 
the early twentieth century was once again driven by expansion of employment opportunities and improvements to public 
transport. In the early twentieth century the introduction of duties on imported goods led to a boom in local 
manufacturing and by 1930 there were 300 factories in Brunswick employing over 6,000 workers (Historica 2010:32). 
During this time the nineteenth century subdivisions were re-offered for sale whilst the remaining areas of farming land 
and large estates in the east and west of Brunswick were carved up to meet the unprecedented demand for housing. By 
the end of the 1930s the suburban development of Brunswick was almost complete (Context v.1, 1990:12).



 Lygon Street

 Lygon Street, originally known as Cameron Street, began as an extension of Weston Street up to Brunswick Road prior 
to the 1850s. The construction of the street between Brunswick Road and Glenlyon Street paved the way for the 
emergence of an independent village of East Brunswick. By 1870 Cameron Street had been renamed Lygon Street by the 
Melbourne City Council, after Lord Lygon, a renowned British statesman of the nineteenth century (Barnes 1987:74).



Lygon Street had been extended from its modest beginnings in the 1850s to reach all the way to Moreland Road by 1900. 
Extension of the street, as well as its development in general, occurred incrementally, progressing northwards from 
Brunswick Road, with most early development concentrated at its southern end. The Quarry Hotel was established prior 
to 1857 and named presumably for the numerous quarries in the vicinity that provided much of its clientele. By the 
1880s, the southern end of Lygon Street between Brunswick Road and Edward Street, was increasingly consolidated by 
the turn of the century. Alongside small residences were a diverse array of small shops that serviced the needs of local 
residents, including greengrocers, dressmakers, bootmakers, pastrycooks and manufacturers. A bank, a post office and a 
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register of births and deaths were also there by the early 1900s.



In the meantime, development of the remainder of Lygon Street was localised and sporadic and in 1900 large tracts of 
land remained vacant north of Edward Streets. Pockets of development, however, echoed the neighbourhood that had 
emerged at the Brunswick Road end, most notably on the east side, between Edward and Victoria streets. The west side, 
however, remained largely undeveloped, apart from the shop at the northwest corner of Edward Street (no.119) and an 
isolated terrace row at the north corner of Ann Street (nos. 313-321).



Further expansion occurred in the early years of the twentieth century prior to the First World War, and saw the 
establishment of numerous small shopping precincts at various points along the street to serve the growing resident 
population in the side streets. Small factories began to appear on Lygon Street by the early twentieth century, though 
much construction remained focussed on the provision of local shops for local needs. Retail and shopping premises were 
marked by the frequent turnover of occupants, though there tended to be substantial continuity of use.



Electric tram lines, replacing horse-drawn buses, were installed on Lygon Street in 1916, and this encouraged further 
consolidation of the street. By the 1920s, the vacant blocks of land that remained on Lygon Street began to be taken over 
by small and large factories, shops and semi-industrial enterprises. Textile and manufacturing factories dominated the 
previously undeveloped northern end of the street, taking advantage of the large blocks of land that had remained vacant 
until that time. By the 1930s, Lygon Street was a hive of manufacturing activity, boasting amongst others the Perfection 
Knitting Mills, J. S. Grey paper bag manufacturing and the Austral Wire Fence and Gate Co., and this led to a demand for 
housing, which in turn created a need for further retail premises to serve the rapidly growing population. Interestingly, 
apart from the early residences established at the Brunswick Road end of Lygon Street, it was not until the 1930s that 
further residential accommodation was built. Several blocks of flats, notably at 299 and 434 Lygon Street were 
constructed. The continued lack of residential accommodation on the street emphasised its function in the local 
community as a shopping and manufacturing precinct, where residents of the back and side streets were able to service 
their needs and socialise with their neighbours. The Lygon Picture Theatre was established in 1922, which, along with the 
three hotels, numerous coffee palaces and the established local-shopping precincts, consolidated the social role of Lygon 
Street.



 Place history

 The block on the west side of Lygon Street between Edward Street and Glenlyon Road was mostly undeveloped in 1900. 
The exception was the bluestone shop at the northwest corner of Edward Street, which had been constructed in 1887. 
This remained the only shop in 1910, however, by 1920 there were about five new premises including a butcher, estate 
agent and furniture emporium. This block filled out considerably during the boom of the early 1920s and by 1925 there 
were only two or three vacant lots remaining, including this property. The new shops includedalady's draper, 
greengrocer, baker, fishmonger, confectioner, and tailor (SM).



Construction of the shop at 151A Lygon Street commenced in 1934 and it was completed by early 1935 (PSP). In the 
1935 Directory, it was described as a 'being built' and in the following year it was occupied by one U. Bogdanoff, a 
fruiterer.
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Property Service Plan (PSP) No. 194246

Sands & McDougall Directories (SM)

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
This is a single-storey shop with finely detailed stepped parapet withgeometric patterningin clinker brick and render. It 
retains an original shopfront with metal-framed windows, blue tiled stallboard, and a recessed entry with tiled floor and a 
glazed timber door. The cantilevered verandah may be original but has been boxed in. The building is highly intact with 
no significant visible alterations. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
Whilst there are many shops represented in the Heritage Overlay in Moreland, the majority is from the Victorian, 
Federation and Edwardian periods, and there are fewer examples from the interwar period. Of those that are included in 
the HO, most have been altered with typical changes including replacement of the shopfront and/or awning, whilst others 
have had visible additions at the rear. Consequently, there are fewer interwar shops or commercial buildings of individual 
significance in the HO in Moreland.



This shop is notable for the distinctive stepped profile and geometric patterning of the parapet and pediment, which 
demonstrate the influence of the Jazz Moderne or Art Deco style. The Art Deco style, which took its name from the 
Exposition Internationale des Arts Decoratifs held in Paris in 1925, was essentially one of applied decoration. Buildings 
were richly embellished with hard-edged low-relief designs: geometric or 'zigzag' shapes, including chevrons and 
ziggurats; and stylized floral and sunrise patterns. Designs which drew on ancient cultures including the Egyptians, 
Mayans and Aztecs are also hallmarks of the style.



Few examples of this style exist in Moreland. One example is the former corner shop at 25 Daly Street, Brunswick West 
(Contributory within HO56 precinct). This also has an intact Jazz Moderne style brick parapet, but is not as boldly 
executed as here. It is also less intact: the main shopfront has been replaced, but there is a smaller original shopfront in 
the side elevation. The influence of the Art Deco style can also be seen in the original signage at the former Dairy & Milk 
Bar at 136A Nicholson Street, Brunswick East (Recommended for inclusion in the HO by this Study), although that 
building is otherwise more typical of the Streamlined Moderne style.



Other examples of interwar shops in Moreland include:



- Former Chemist Shop, 153 Reynard Street, Coburg (Recommended for inclusion in the HO). Designed by architects, 
Carleton & Carleton, and constructed in 1936, this is perhaps the finest interwar shop in Moreland and is notable for the 
high quality design, materials and overall intactness. Not directly comparable in terms of its style (which draws on Old 
English influences).



- Shop, 129 Lygon Street (Contributory with HO438 precinct). This has an original shop front, but the awning has been 
removed. The parapet is of a more conventional type and has been overpainted.



- Moreland Market, 68 Sydney Road, Coburg (Recommended for future assessment).Constructed in 1931 this is alarge 
interwar commercial building with multiple shops with an intact facade including original shopfronts and parapet with 
original signage.
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Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

 The shop, constructed by 1935, at 151A Lygon Street, Brunswick East is significant. This is a single-storey shop with 
afinely detailed stepped parapet featuring geometric patterningin clinker brick and render. It retains an original shopfront 
with metal-framed windows, blue tiled stallboard, and a recessed entry with tiled floor and a glazed timber door. The 
cantilevered verandah may be original but has been boxed in.



Non original alterations and additions are not significant.



 How is it significant?

 The shop at 151A Lygon Street, Brunswick East is of local architectural and aesthetic significance to the City of 
Moreland.



 Why is it significant?

 It is significant as a representative example of an interwar shop, which is notable for the high degree of intactness. The 
parapet, withthedistinctive stepped profile and geometric patterning, which demonstrates the influence of the Jazz 
Moderne or Art Deco style, and retains the originalfinishesis a notable feature, and is complemented by the original 
shopfront. (Criteria D & E)

Assessment Against Criteria 

 
This has been assessed in accordance with the <!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 
4.01//EN""http://www.w3.org/TR/html4/strict.dtd"> Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance  (the 
Burra Charter ) and the guidelines in the VPP Practice Note Applying the Heritage Overlay using the Hercon criteria. 


Recommendations 2017 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Other Recommendations 

 
Recommended for inclusion in the Heritage Overlay as an individual place. No specific HO controls are required.
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This information is provided for guidance only and does not supersede 
official documents, particularly the planning scheme. Planning controls 
should be verified by checking the relevant municipal planning scheme.
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