
        

UXBRIDGE 

 

Prepared by: Context Pty Ltd 

 

       

     

Address:  

16 Horne Street, Brunswick 
Survey Date: 

March 2017 

Name: ‘Uxbridge’ Architect: 

Place Type: Residential House Builder: 

Grading: Significant Construction Date: c1913 

Extent of Overlay: To title boundaries 

Architectural Style: Federation/Edwardian Period (1902-c.1918) 

 

 

 
 

Locality History 

The suburb of West Brunswick forms the western section of the former City of 

Brunswick. It is bounded on the north by Moreland Road, on the east by Grantham 

Street and Pearson Street, and on the west by the Moonee Ponds Creek (now the 

Tullarmarine Freeway), which formed the western limit of the former City of 

Brunswick. The incline formed by the valley of the Moonee Ponds Creek provides 

this area of West Brunswick with dramatic relief from an otherwise relatively flat 

landscape.  

Settlement was more scattered in the western part of Brunswick, with farming 

properties and, later, industrial sites occupying large areas. A rare surviving villa from 



the early 1850s is ‘Whitby House’ at 28 Whitby Street (VHR H0546). Parts of West 

Brunswick, such as the Melville Manor estate, were subdivided for speculative 

housing in the 1880s, but not as extensively as in Brunswick proper. Likewise, many 

new house blocks were left vacant when economic depression hit in 1891.  

One response by the Victorian Government to the 1890s depression was to provide 

working folk with greater opportunities to settle and establish a livelihood. In West 

Brunswick, the Brunswick Land Purchase Act 1900 enabled the purchase of the 

Hopetoun Estate (later known as the Brunswick Estate) of 91 acres (37.5 hectares) 

under the ‘Closer Settlement Scheme’. The land was subdivided into fifty-six 

allotments of between one and two acres, which were made available to ‘working 

men’ on a lease purchase arrangement. The Brunswick Estate was the first Closer 

Settlement scheme in metropolitan Melbourne (Historica 2010:72-3).  

By the early 1900s, as the local economy recovered, residential development was 

encouraged in the area and many streets are lined with the Edwardian and Federation 

homes from this period. There was extensive housing development in West 

Brunswick after the First World War, with large areas taken up with timber 

Californian Bungalows and other interwar house styles. Three state school opened in 

West Brunswick in the 1920s to accommodate the growing population. The electric 

tram from the city to Coburg, which travelled along Melville Road, commenced in 

1925 and this greatly encouraged this suburban development. A post office had 

opened in West Brunswick in 1913, and there was commercial development along 

Grantham Street and Melville Street. Local industries also prospered in the area, 

including textiles and light manufacturing. 

Much of the interwar housing, which was predominantly made up of Californian 

Bungalows, was financed by the State Savings Bank of Victoria, which provided a 

generous credit scheme for those building their own homes. Another economical and 

novel method of construction in the 1920s was the use of reinforced concrete, and 

several examples of concrete houses survive in West Brunswick. During the 1930s, 

builders also started erecting homes in brick veneer, and the Spanish Mission style 

became popular along elevated allotments in Brunswick Road, Brunswick West 

(Historica 2010:75-76). The area continued to be attractive to those looking for an 

affordable suburban home, with the later subdivisions of the interwar period providing 

larger house blocks than those in Brunswick proper. In the early 1940s, the Housing 

Commission of Victoria erected a group of detached housing in West Brunswick for 

low-income earners. Parts of the former Closer Settlement area were developed at 

Moonee Vale in the postwar period. 

 

History 

Bank Street in Brunswick was part of the 1888 boom period subdivision ‘Brunswick 

Reserve – O’Connors Paddock’. The area was marketed as being close to both the 

Sydney Road tramline and the soon-to-be constructed tramline along Lygon Street, 

which subsequently was not commenced until 1914 (SLV). Following a common 

pattern in Brunswick and elsewhere, the development of the late 1880s subdivision 

was haltered by the depression of the 1890s.  

 

16 Horne Street is a single-storey detached weatherboard residence situated on the 

west side of Horne Street, Brunswick. At the turn of the twentieth century, Horne 

Street was mostly vacant land, yet to be subdivided (MMBW 1905).  

 



The subject site, lot no. 28 part 3, was not developed until the early twentieth century. 

The first owners of this allotment were Lily Blanche Corr (née Clarke) and her 

husband David Patrick Corr – a carpenter – who purchased the vacant block between 

1912 and 1913 (RB 1912, 1913). By the end of 1914, the Corrs were living in a five-

bedroom weatherboard house at this site (RB 1914). The house remained in Lily’s 

name well after her sudden death in 1927 (RB 1930–1940; Age 7 December 1938:21). 

16 Horne Street passed into David Patrick Corr’s ownership during the late 1930s, 

and remained the family home for over sixty years (RB 1935–1978/89).  
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Description & Integrity 

‘Uxbridge’, 16 Horne Street, is a double fronted Edwardian timber house situated on 

the west side of the street. Like many houses in Brunswick which date from this 

period, it has a shallow setback from the street boundary, and has modest side 

setbacks. The side walls are clad in weatherboard, and similar to others of its period, 

the façade is clad in mock-ashlar boards. The typical Edwardian house is often 

characterised by an asymmetrical form, a complex roof with a steep pitch and tall 

brick chimneys. ‘Uxbridge’ displays the characteristic high hipped roof with gablets 

at the top, here clad with corrugated iron and pierced by two tall brick chimneys with 

rendered cornices and terra cotta chimney pots. The form, of a central hipped roof 

with a projecting gabled bay is also typical of the era. The bullnose verandah runs 

across the façade and terminates at the projecting bay. The verandah has turned timber 

posts, a cast iron frieze and brackets in line with the style of the house. Although 

wooden fretwork under the verandah is considered typical of the style, cast iron 

friezes were also common, particularly in this area. 

 

The front entrance is set underneath the verandah, with asymmetrical side- and 

highlights, and decorative timber surrounds. The front door is difficult to inspect, as it 

is covered by a fly screen. Underneath the verandah is a three-casement window with 

coloured glass highlights. The same window design is repeated at the projecting 



gable. ‘Uxbridge’ was owned by a carpenter at the time of construction, which is 

reflected in the many decorative timber details. The unusual timber window hood is 

highly ornate, with scalloped ridgelines, timber brackets, a ladderback timber frieze 

and is clad with notched boards. The gable end is pressed metal with a decorative 

timber bargeboard, collar tie and a timber finial. 

 

The Edwardian style features a wide range of timber details which were used to 

distinguish the houses from one another – when many had the same form. Other 

typical timber details of ‘Uxbridge’ include the ornate eaves brackets and the 

decorative timber surrounds of windows and door. 

 

Viewed from the street, ‘Uxbridge’ appears highly intact. A single storey addition is 

set at the rear of the house, but is hardly visible from the street. The wire fence is 

more recent than the house, but of sympathetic design. 

 

Comparative Analysis 

There are already several Edwardian residences in Brunswick included in the Heritage 

Overlay of the Moreland Planning Scheme. Most of these are included as either 

significant or contributory places within heritage precincts, although there are a small 

number which have their own Heritage Overlay number.   

 

Despite the style largely being characterised by red brick exteriors and terra cotta clad 

roofs with cresting, in Brunswick, Edwardian houses are predominantly 

weatherboard, commonly with mock-ashlar cladding to the façade, and corrugated 

iron roofs, demonstrating the more modest incomes and aspirations of the working 

class population of Brunswick in this period.  

 

The most common local form of the Edwardian residence in Brunswick is 

asymmetrical, with a projecting front gable and a steeply pitched roof which 

combines the forms of hip and gable. Most have a simple, separate bullnose verandah 

embellished with a timber or cast iron verandah frieze in a geometric pattern and a 

range of decorative timber detailing.  

 

Those Edwardian residences in Brunswick already in the Heritage Overlay generally 

have a moderate to high degree of intactness. Many have alterations to the front 

verandah, including the removal of decorative elements and/or replacement of posts, 

or the structure has been entirely rebuilt.  

 

Those that compare most closely in form and detail to 16 Horne Street are: 

 

 28 Crisp Avenue, Brunswick (HO288): Asymmetrical Edwardian block-

fronted weatherboard residence of a classic design, with a projecting front bay 

and a hip and gable roof with a separate verandah. Distinguished by its 

decorative timber details. Built by 1913. 

 29-33 Carnarvon Street, Brunswick (HO284): Three identical Edwardian 

houses in reasonably intact condition. Asymmetrical with a projecting front 

bay and a hip and gable roof and separate verandahs. Built by 1911-12. 

 283 Albion Street, Brunswick (HO260): Asymmetrical Edwardian block-

fronted weatherboard residence with a projecting front bay and a hip and gable 

roof with a separate verandah. Built 1908. 



 281 Albion Street, Brunswick (HO259): Asymmetrical Edwardian block-

fronted weatherboard residence with a projecting front bay and a hip and gable 

roof. Built 1907. Altered verandah and balustrade dating from the interwar 

period.  

 

Compared to these other examples ‘Uxbridge’ compares well in massing, detailing 

and intactness. It is of the same typical Edwardian form as the other examples, but 

being a carpenter owned home it has many fine timber details comparable with more 

substantial houses. The highly decorative window hood is unusual, and the timber 

bargeboard is similar in design to 28 Crisp Avenue. Where other houses have lost 

their frieze (28 Crisp Avenue & 283 Albion Street) or their whole verandah entirely 

(281 Albion Street) it compares well in intactness. ‘Uxbridge’ is a good representative 

example of the Edwardian style in Brunswick, elevated by its fine timber details.  

 

 

Statement of Significance 

 

What is Significant? 

‘Uxbridge’, the single storey Edwardian timber residence at 16 Horne Street, 

Brunswick, built c1913 for the Corrs family, is significant. The house is double 

fronted, asymmetrical in form with a projecting gable and a steeply pitched roof. The 

front fence is not significant.  

 

How is it significant? 

‘Uxbridge’, 16 Horne Street, is of local historical, architectural and aesthetic 

significance to the City of Moreland. 

 

Why is it significant? 

Historically, ‘Uxbridge’ reflects the Edwardian development of Brunswick. Being 

built c1913 it is a tangible example of the major development of large boom-period 

subdivisions that occurred during the early twentieth century. The land was 

subdivided in 1888, but haltered by the 1890s depression, many lots within the 

subdivision remained undeveloped until the twentieth century. (Criterion A)  

 

Architecturally, ‘Uxbridge’ is a relatively intact example of a single storey timber 

Edwardian residence, the materials and form adapted to meet the reduced budget of 

working class Brunswick. It displays many of the key characteristics of the Edwardian 

form, such as the asymmetrical form with a combination of the hipped and gabled 

roof form with a steep pitch, the verandah with turned timber posts and a cast iron 

frieze with a bold geometric design, as well as the pressed metal gable end and the 

many decorative timber details. The use weatherboard and mock-ashlar cladding to 

the exterior of the building, and corrugated iron to the roof is a common local 

(Brunswick) substitute to the more expensive red brick walls and terracotta tile or 

slate roof which characterises this period in other areas. (Criterion D) 

 

Aesthetically, ‘Uxbridge’ is significant as a picturesque example of the Edwardian 

style. Its fine Edwardian timber details are comparable with those of grander houses, 

including the highly decorative and unusual window hood as well as the ornate 

bargeboard and collar tie. (Criterion E) 

 



Planning Control Recommendations 

 

Recommended for inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay of the Moreland 

Planning Scheme as an individually Significant place. 

 

Recommendations for the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) in the 

Moreland Planning Scheme: 

 

External Paint Colours  

Is a permit required to paint an already painted surface? 

No 

Internal Alteration Controls  

Is a permit required for internal alterations?  

No 

 

Tree Controls  

Is a permit required to remove a tree? 

No 

Victorian Heritage Register 

Is the place included on the Victorian Heritage 

Register? 

No 

Incorporated Plan  

Does an Incorporated Plan apply to the site? 

No 

Outbuildings and fences exemptions  

Are there outbuildings and fences which are not exempt 

from notice and review?  

No 

 

Prohibited uses may be permitted  

Can a permit be granted to use the place for a use which 

would otherwise be prohibited?  

No 

 

Aboriginal Heritage Place 

Is the place an Aboriginal heritage place which is 

subject to the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage 

Act 2006? 

No 

 


