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Moreland City Council is pleased 
to present another exciting year of 
exhibitions at the Counihan Gallery In 
Brunswick with a new look program which 
will be released in 2 phases for the first 
and second half of the year respectively.

As many of our visitors know, the 
Counihan Gallery In Brunswick was 
named after Noel Counihan, a prominent 
artist who addressed social and political 
concerns through his art practice and 
also as an activist, famously delivering 
impassioned speeches in the Brunswick 
area. Noel Counihan was a champion of 
free speech, workers’ rights, women’s 
rights and for the struggles of migrants 
and Indigenous Australians.

In keeping with that legacy, the Counihan 
Gallery In Brunswick continues in 2017  
a proud history of presenting exhibitions 
that promote discussion and debate 
around contemporary issues and the  
role that contemporary art and artists 
might play in provocation or response  
to those issues. 

You can expect engaging public 
programs to accompany the 
exhibitions, from artists and curator 
talks, to panel discussions, workshops, 
film screenings and performances.   
As ever, we aim to increase our 
accessibility for the community and  
are including AUSLAN interpreters  
for some of these events.

Moreland City Council also encourages 
schools to make use of the gallery  
as an educational resource as it 
welcomes group visits by appointment.  
With exhibitions scheduled themed on 
sustainability and climate; sport, fandom 
and the media; cultural identity and 
gender; science and history – the Gallery 
is truly for all students, not just students 
of art. But for art students the gallery 
and the local cultural precinct have a 
wealth to offer.

On behalf of Moreland City Council it 
gives me great pleasure to invite you to 
the Counihan Gallery In Brunswick and 
see for yourself a diverse and thought 
provoking range of exhibitions which I am 
sure will challenge, excite and inspire you. 

We look forward to seeing you there!

Cr. Helen Davidson 
Mayor Moreland City Council

Welcome 2017

Artists and curators are invited to  
submit proposals for projects that can be 
developed and achieved in the next year.

We welcome innovative ideas and critical 
approaches to contemporary art practice. 

For more information  
download an application pack from 
moreland.vic.gov.au/counihan-gallery

Deadline
5 pm Monday  
26 JUNE 2017 

CALL FOR  
PROPOSALS 2018

Counihan Gallery In Brunswick | Brunswick Town Hall 
233 Sydney Road, Brunswick VIC 3056 | (03) 9389 8622

IMAGE Drawn Out:  
Magda Cebokli exhibition 2013 
(Photography: Janelle Low)



Unhidden unites artists who use a variety 
of media to uncover a complex network of 
communication and understanding. In a world 
where Wikipedia and Google provide instant 
gratification for information and answers, 
Unhidden presents works that urge the viewer 
to consider how language, communication and 
knowledge are exchanged and understood in 
contemporary society. 

Martina Copley’s work annotates space  
and practice, while Nickk Hertzog plays with 
urban space and cultural production. Kouichi 
Okamoto transforms invisible forces such as 
gravity and magnetism into physical elements. 
Lynette Smith’s installations are open-ended 
investigations in to how meaning is allocated 
to things and events. Naomi Troski’s sculptural 
forms interact with and re-present space and 
light in new ways while Elke Varga explores 
colour’s impact on space and experience. 

3 FEBRUARY –  
5 March  

Martina Copley  
Nickk Hertzog
Kouichi Okamoto
Lynette Smith 
Naomi Troski
Elke Varga

Curated by 
Kali Michailidis

Unhidden

REVERSE Kouichi Okamoto, Dish of  
Light B 2012. Iron, 34 x 15 x 23.6 cm. 
Courtesy of the artist

ABOVE Lynette Smith, Open Close, 
2016 (detail). Stills from paired video, 
dimensions variable. Courtesy of the artist
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As Above, So Below takes structural and 
thematic inspiration from Eleanor Catton’s 
2013 novel The Luminaries. Through a series  
of map-like drawings the pair explore scientific 
and mythical theories on how human activities 
influence, and are influenced by, the interplay 
of environmental elements. 

Watson and Williamson’s drawings allude to the 
predictable planetary systems that mankind has 
used for fate and fortune throughout history. 
Simultaneously, they acknowledge the chaotic 
human element – and subsequent absurdity –  
of finding fate in something larger than 
ourselves. Through a range of drawing mediums 
each work borrows loosely from the visual 
languages of astronomy, geology, mathematics 
and cartography to imply bodies beyond the 
human, which are simultaneously celestial and 
terrestrial in nature.

3 FEBRUARY –  
5 March  

Charlotte Watson
Shannon Williamson

AS ABOVE, SO BELOW

REVERSE Shannon Williamson,  
Blackshift i 2016 (detail). Gouache, 
pencil, chalk and charcoal on paper,  
37.5 x 105 cm. Courtesy of the artist

ABOVE Shannon Williamson,  
Redshift ii 2016. Gouache, pencil, chalk 
and charcoal on paper, 37.5 x 105 cm. 
Courtesy the artist
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Another bloody footy exhibition?  
Yes... er, no. Well, sort of. 

Leather Poisoning: Football Possessions features 
works by gallery namesake Noel Counihan and 
a group of artists who offer critical and comic 
insights into ‘football culture’ or muse on the 
football stadium as a site of ritual, spectacle, group 
dynamics and politics. From historical contestation 
over the game’s origin and evolution to community 
passion versus corporate interest, Leather 
Poisoning also considers the light and dark sides 
of fandom, celebrity and media that saturate us 
annually. An exhibition for fan and critic alike.

To mark Women’s History Month and the launch  
of the national women’s football league, a series  
of special public programs, talks and events will  
be presented at the gallery.

11 MARCH – 9 APRIL  

Noel Counihan  
Tony Albert 
Bernadette Atkinson 
Rupert Betheras 
Kate Daw & Stewart Russell  
Gabrielle De Vietri 
Rennie Ellis 
Marlene Gilson 
Paula Hunt 
Michael Leunig 
Anne McMaster 
Jim Pavlidis

Curated By  
Victor Griss

LEATHER POISONING

ABOVE Jim Pavlidis, Nicky Winmar’s 
famous shirt-lift as seen by Botticelli 
2013. Pigment inks on archival paper  
50 x 75 cm. Courtesy the artist
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REVERSE Rennie Ellis, Carlton Supporter, 
VFL Grand Final 1982. C-type print, 
50.8 x 40.6 cm. Courtesy Rennie Ellis 
Photographic Archive



Flow is a peculiar type of motion. It is what water 
does when ice sheets melt; what makes rivers 
etch the earth over eons; it is the grand gesture of 
humanity’s movement from the past into the future; 
and, alas, it is also that unfeeling description of 
massive, involuntary human migration. Matter and 
energy flow, and information too: evidenced by the 
firing of neurons as much as the contagion of an 
Internet sensation. Flow asks us to reflect on our 
experiences of flows and invites us to bear witness 
to the ecological present while hearing the call of 
our common ecological future.

21 APRIL – 21 MAY  

Colleen Boyle 
Clara Brack 
Garth Henderson 
Heather Hesterman  
Bridget Hillebrand  
Penelope Hunt 
Rebecca Mayo 
Harry Nankin 
Jen Rae 
Dominic Redfern 
Cameron Robbins  
Sarah Tomasetti 
Maurizio Toscano

Curated By  
Heather Hesterman

FLOW

REVERSE Cameron Robbins,  
Creek Thing 2014. Drawing machine 
at Merri Creek, dimensions variable. 
Courtesy the artist and MARS
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Part of CLIMARTE’s ART+CLIMATE=CHANGE 2017 – a festival 
of exhibitions and events harnessing the creative power of the 
Arts to inform, engage and inspire action on climate change. 
artclimatechange.org

ABOVE Heather Hesterman,  
Lake Mungo, ‘evidence of water’ 
2016. Digital print, dimensions 
variable. Courtesy the artist 



Deanna Hitti’s arts practice concerns the 
nuanced relationships between East and West 
and the place from which we look and construct 
our understandings of the world, of self and 
other. An Australian of Lebanese heritage, Hitti 
unpacks colonial representations of the Middle 
East on both a personal and cultural level.

An ongoing series of artists books and large 
scaled prints explore the extensive visual 
history of 19th and 20th century Orientalism. 
The colonial distorted images of the Middle 
East, depicting Arabs as exaggeratedly 
different; often as under developed, inferior, 
barbaric, terrorists. The West in contrast is seen 
as rational, humane and superior. Orientalism 
continues to permeate and feed the complex 
racial problems we experience today.

2 JUNE – 25 JUNE 

Deanna Hitti 

TOWLA

REVERSE Deanna Hitti, Artbook Volume 
Arba’ah (four) 2016 (detail). Cyanotype 
and Tannin Somerset Bookwove 175gsm, 
98 pages, 52 x 35 cm. Courtesy the artist

ABOVE Deanna Hitti, Artbook Volume 
Arba’ah (four), 2016. Cyanotype and 
Tannin Somerset Bookwove 175gsm, 
98 pages, 52 x 35 cm. Courtesy the artist
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Triple F are a collective based in Melbourne 
of international and local artists conducting 
research and creating works that contribute 
to the discourse on perceptions of female 
subjectivity. Their exhibition Identity 
Intersection is a conversation between 
artworks produced by six female artists  
from America, Australia, Iran, The Philippines,  
New Zealand and Taiwan. Responding to 
diverse cultural influences on femininity, 
feminism and female sexuality, this exhibition 
is a means of constructing a multi-national 
discourse on female experience across objects, 
screens and live performance.

2 JUNE – 25 JUNE 

Sofi Basseghi 
Yu Fang Chi 
Vanessa Godden 
Riza Manalo 
Tassia Joannides 
Paula Van Beek 

Curated By  
Tassia Joannides

Identity Intersection 

REVERSE Yu Fang Chi, Sensory 
Crease 2015. Hand fabricated silver 
wire wearable object, 12 x 12 x 10 cm. 
Courtesy the artist

ABOVE Paula van Beek,  
Self Evident 2015. Video Installation,  
4 i-pads, dimensions variable.  
Courtesy the artist
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Follow Us/More Info

Subscribe to our  
e-newsletter  
moreland.vic.gov.au/
counihan-gallery

 / counihangallery 
inbrunswick

Public Programs

For details on 
upcoming programs and 
events please check 
the gallery website or 
facebook page.

Schools/Groups

We welcome visits by 
school and community 
groups. Please contact 
us if you would like to 
visit with a group and 
meet the gallery curator.

Counihan Gallery  
In Brunswick

Located inside 
Brunswick Town Hall 
233 Sydney Road 
Brunswick VIC 3056 
(03) 9389 8622

counihangallery@
moreland.vic.gov.au

moreland.vic.gov.au/
counihan-gallery

Opening Times

Wednesday – Saturday  
11 am – 5 pm

Sunday 
1 – 5 pm

Closed on public holidays 
and between exhibitions. 

About the gallery

The Counihan Gallery In 
Brunswick opened in 1999.  
The public gallery for the  
City of Moreland, it is  
named in honour of the 
Australian artist and activist 
Noel Counihan.

The gallery has a focus on 
contemporary art exhibitions 
and aims to encourage 
discussion and debate about 
issues in arts and culture 
through public programs.

Moreland City Council 
acknowledges the traditional 
owners of the land in which 
the gallery is located, the 
Wurundjeri people.

VISITOR INFORMATION

Counihan
Gallery In
Brunswick

Dawson St
Glenlyon Rd

Brunswick
Town Hall

Tram route 19
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Denotes programmed events 
with AUSLAN interpreters. 
Email the gallery for information.

The gallery is fully accessible  
by wheelchair.

COVER: Deanna Hitti,  
Study for Assimilated Museum 
(installation) 2016. Photogravure 
Somerset 300gsm, 30 x 40 cm. 
Courtesy the artist


